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This publication is a project of the Maui County Committee on the Status of 
Women with support from the Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women.  

Maui County Committee on the Status of Women  
Commit tee Members:  

Lois Prey, Chair  
Margaret Bruck, Vice -Chair 

Suzanne Hobbs  
Barbara Potopowitz  
Jenilynne Salvador  

Carol Summers  

Ex-Officio  
Anna Mayeda 

Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women  

808 -270 -7855 or 1 -800 -272 -0125  
mauicounty.gov  

 

Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women  
Executive Director  

Sharon Ferguson -Quick  

Chairperson  

Carol Phillips - Oahu 

Commissioners  

Anna Mayeda - Maui 

Wendy Loh - Oahu 

Adrienne King - Oahu 

Cheri Mooy - Kauai 

Rose Marie Aquino - Oahu 

Email us at DHS.HSCSW@hawaii.gov 
or call us at 808 -586 -5757 or Fax 808 -586 -5756  

hawaii.gov/dhs/women/HSCSW  

 

http://hawaii.gov/dhs/women/HSCSW/CarolPhilipsbio.pdf
http://hawaii.gov/dhs/women/HSCSW/Commissioner%20Wendy%20Loh.pdf
http://hawaii.gov/dhs/women/HSCSW/Adrienne%20King.pdf
http://hawaii.gov/dhs/women/HSCSW/Cheri%20Mooy.pdf
http://hawaii.gov/dhs/women/HSCSW/ROSE%20MARIE%20AQUINOBIO.pdf
mailto:DHS.HSCSW@hawaii.gov
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History of National Women's History Month  

The history of women often seems to be written with invisible ink. Even when 
recognized in their own times,  women are often not included in the history books.  

2010 is  the 30th anniversary of the National Women½s History Project. President 
Carter issued a Presidential Proclamation declaring the week of March 8, 1980 as 
the first National Women½s History Week.  T hen, in 1987, another successful 
lobbying effort  resulted in Congress expanding the week into a month, and March 
is now National Women½s History Month. 

 

In the early eighties , less than 3% of the content of teacher training textbooks 
mentioned the contributions of women and when included, women were usually 
written in as mere footnotes.  Women of color and women in fields such as math, 
science, and art were completely omitted.   This limited inclusion of women½s 
accomplishments deprived students of viable female role models.  Today, when 
you search the Internet with the words ºwomen½s + history + month,» you½ll find 
more than 40,500,000 citations.  

National Women½s History Month provides an excellent venue to recognize and 
celebrate women½s historic achievements as well as an opportunity to honor 
women within our families and communities.  

The Maui County Committee of the Status of Women presents to you sele cted 
County women they  honor to celebrate  the 30 th anniversary celebration of the 
National Women½s History Project .  Their accomplishments are many, and the 
information presented here reflects only a snippet of their efforts to enhance the 
quality of life in Maui  County .  The women  celebrated today  join women honored  
by this Committee in  the past .  We see the launching of this project as a beginning.  
Women featured this year will be joined next and every year with others who 
contribute to the history of Maui in the arts, business, community organizations , 
cultural , education al, nonprofit , political and religious fields.  
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Maui Women of Honor 2010 

 
Category: Political  
Governor Linda Lingle   

 
In 1976 , Hawai`i½s chief executive, Governor Linda Lingle, 
founded and began serving as publisher of the Moloka `i Free 
Press.  She first served the people of Hawai¼i in 1980 as a 
member of the Maui County Council, and went on to 
complete five two -year terms, three representing the island 
of Moloka `i. In 1990, she was elected Mayor of Maui County 

and served two full four -year terms.  She is the first mayor, first woman , and first person of 
Jewish ancestry to be Governor . 

 
 

Category: Political  
Mayor Charmaine Tavares 

 
The Honorable Mayor Charmaine Tavares has been involved in 

public service for over 40 years.   For sixteen years , she worked with 
youth as a high school teacher, counselor, and athletic director, 

then as the program director for Maui Community College½s Upward 
Bound program.  She also was a member of the Maui Count y 
Committee on the Status of Women in the mid -1980s, State 

Commissioner of the Bobby Sox Association of America, and board 
member of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Maui.   She served six years as director of the 

County½s Department of Parks and Recreation, followed by 10  years as a member of the 
Maui County Council representing Upcountry Maui .  The County½s highly successful Play 

and Learn Sessions program, commonly known as PALS, was pioneered by Mayor Tavares 
during her tenure as the County Parks and Recreati on Director. The popular PALS program 
has provided recreational and educational programs for thousands of children of working 

families over the past two decades.   Mayor Tavares recognizes the vital importance of 
sustainability to our islands½ future and remains committed to cultivating partnerships that 

strengthen sustainability in the areas of renewable energy, agriculture, and economic 
diversity.  Her administration has also focused heavily on good fiscal management in order 
to weather the global economic  meltdown, while simultaneously advancing major projects 

that have experienced decades of delays, including the South Maui Community Park and 
the Lahaina Watershed Flood Control Project.   Born in Hana, Maui she is the daughter of 

Harriet Tavares and the late Hannibal Tavares, former Maui County Mayor  
and Police Captain.  
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Category: Education  

Gail Ainsworth  
 
During Gail  Ainsworth ½s nearly 40 years on Maui, she has been a 
librarian at Maui Community College, an author, a local history 
researcher and a women½s activist.  She has written Maui 
Remembers: A Local History , as well as about other topics such  as 
Makawao School and David Malo. She compiled three indexes to 
The Maui News which have opened Maui County½s history from 

1900 -1973 .  Gail has served on the boards of the Hawai`i Museums Association, the Maui 
Historical Society, and Makali`i  (the UH Community College s journal) , and was the Chair of 
the Hawai`i Council for the Humanities and the Maui Community College Faculty Senate.  
The Maui Historical Society twice recognized her for her contributions in the field of 
historic preservation education.  Gail also was a founder and first president of Women 
Helping Women.  

 

 

Category: Business/Nonprofit /Cultural  
Johanna Amorin 

 
An entrepreneur, Johanna  is an owner of  Jobline X -Press, Inc., 
Tidy-Up Service, and the former Kozo Sushi Maui.  Additionally, 
she still finds time to give back to her community. An advocate 

volunteer o n Maui since 1974, Johanna has involved  herself with 
communities by giving of herself as well as be ing a voice and 

decision maker for the welfare of family, friends and neighbors. 
Some of her volunteer commitments include  the Maui United Way, Maui Drug Court, Maui 

Community College, Maui American Cancer Society, Maui Native Hawaiian Chamber of 
Commerce .  She also served as Chair and Member of the  Maui County  

Planning Commissio n.   
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Category: Nonprofit  
Lynda Arena  
 
Lynda Arena is a long time resident of Maui and a 
graduate of the Maui Community College Nursing 
program.  Despite battling cancer herself the past 
few years, she has continually put her life on the line 
to help others with Doctors Without Borders and 
another volunteer agency, first in Kenya, then 
Nigeria, and currently in Haiti.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Category: Cultural  

 Carolee Aricayos (Auntie Doll)  
 

Carolee Aricayos, ºAunty Doll, » was born in the 
Honokahua region of Maui, now known as Kapalua .  

A kumu hula, she has her own halau, Pohai Ke 
Aloha (Surrounded With Love) , as well as dances 
with her son Kepa ½s Tahitian troupe.  In addition, 

she teaches dances of Polynesia and ukulele  thro ugh Kaunoa Senior Center , and at  
Kalama Heights she taught a Hawaiian Language class:  What to Say After ºAloha.»  For 

twelve years , she chaired the state½s King Kamehameha celebration and currently is the 
cultural expert for the Ka`anapali Beach Hotel½s Magic Show.  A true Hawaiian, she values 

the `aina and lives the tradition  of ºgiving back ,» a concept she includes in all of  
her classes.  

 

 

 


