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PRESS:

ITEM NO.9 :

?

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2002 FOR THE
COUNTY OF MAUl (c.c. Nos. 99-305, 00-140, 00-222 ,01-25 ,01-26 ,01-47

and 01-70; and three MISC.)

CHAIR HOKAMA: .. . (gavel) . .. The Council's Committee on Budge
t and Finance will
come to order. This evening, Kihei, South Maui, thank you for
coming to the
Council's budget review process.
At this time, I'd like to introduce
Mr. Wayne Nishiki, the Member from South Maui.
COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Good evening. I'd like to recog
nize the rest of the
Council Members, from my right to my left... representing Hana
is ... Bob Carroll.
... Mr. Dain Kane-AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: --next to him.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Pat Kawano from Molokai.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Mike Molina, Upcountry.
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AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI:
doing a great job.

Of course, our honorable Chair, Riki Hokama, who's

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Charmaine Tavares to the left of
me, representing Kula,
Upcountry.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER NISHIKI: Urn ... Alan Arakawa is not here.
I'm sure he'll be here.
Urn ... our Council Staff... Riki will introduce to us. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay-AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: --thank you very much, Mr. Nishiki.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: To the left Ms. Tavares is Ms ... Michele
Yoshimura, she's the
Budget Director for Mayor James "Kimo" Apana.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Next to Michele is Tamara Koller, our Comm
ittee Analyst, in charge
of all our financial ...
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... re, requirements. And to the left of her
is Camille Sakamoto,
who's taking all of the minutes this evening.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Also in the back is Arthur Suyama from the
Mayor's Budget Office,
as well as, I see Brian Miskae, Executive Assistant for Mayor Kimo
Apana.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Let's, just so that everything flows well and
everybody has about,
about the same opportunity--you will three minutes to present your
thoughts to us
this evening. We are here to listen to you ... and not for us to
do the talking to
you. So I'm gonna cut it very short. Since we do have ... people
, our youth
regarding the youth programs, I'm bringing them up first. And
so this evening
we'll start with our youth center people. Jeff Rogers, please come
up and if you
have your youth group with you, bring them up at the same
time, please.
Everyone that speaks tonight, to help us with our minutes and our,
our records, I
would ask that each one of you fill out a form ...
. . . printing your name and whatever... your address and
your... phone
numbers. Okay, please ... (inaudible) . ..
. . .BEGI N PUBL IC TEST IMON Y. ..

MR. ROGERS: Hi, my name is Jeff Rogers. And for the last year,
it's been my privilege
to be able to work with the youth ...the members and the ...the
staff of the Kihei
Youth Center. And we'd like to thank you for all of your past suppo
rt for the Kihei
Youth Center. And as you know, Kihei Youth Center has been
operating since
1983, serving the youth of South MauL Now we have appro
ximately 200
members between the ages of 8 and 17. And actually, I'd like
them to do the
talking, and they'd like to say a few words to you.

?: No, you ... (inaudible) . ..
MR. ROGERS: Okay, Michelle, go ahead.
MISS AHRANOV: .. .(sigh and laughter) . ..

?: .. .(Iaughter) . ..
MISS AHRANOV: ... I can't do it.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay.
MR. ROGERS: Jade-MS. SIMINSKI: Okay. All right. Go ahead.
MR. ROGERS: Jade, you're it.
MISS GOLDEN: ... Hello, my name is Jade Golden, and I am
9 years old. I go to
Kihei School, and I go to the Kihei Youth Center almost every
day. I am a
member, too. I like to go there to play games and to play
foosball, pool,
and ... drama, and plays, and Ping-Pong.
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... Urn ...we ...

?: .. .(inaudible) . ..
MISS GOLDEN: What?
?: " .(inaudible) . ..
MISS GOLDEN: Oh, yeah ... and also please ...
· .. help us sup ...
MR. ROGERS: ., .(inaudible) . ..
MISS GETCHEN: ... Support the youth center.
MISS GOLDEN: '" support the youth center. And please let ...
(inaudible) . .. children
· .. (inaudible) . .. to every day to have fun and play.
MR. ROGERS: Thank you.
MS. SIMINSKI: Very good.
MISS GOLDEN: Thank you. Jade Golden.
MS. SIMINSKI: Good job. Good job.
MR. ROGERS: Okay, there's nothing else to lose.
MISS GETCHEN: Hi, my name is Taylor Getchen ... um ...
· .. please help support the youth center. I like to go down to the
youth center to
play games and to do drama and have fun. And ... that's it ... (laugh
ter) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, thank you.
MISS AHRANOV: Okay ... (laughter) . .. my name is Michelle
Ahranov, I've been a
member for about six months now. And out of me being a memb
er, it's been a
whole lot of fun. And when I go to the youth center after school
or on weekends,
on Saturday, it's really fun with all the games, computers, and
fitness programs,
and especially the field trips .. .(Iaughter) . .. And ... thank you
... (laughter) . ..
and thank you for helping support the youth center for the past
years. And
please help support us this year. Urn ... bye.
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AUDIENCE: ... (laughter) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
MISS AHRANOV: And thank you.
MS. SIMINSKI: Yeah, okay.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Thank you, Jeff.
MS. SIMINSKI: And my name is-AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
MS. SIMINSKI: --Eda Siminski, and I've been with the youth
center for six years.
And ... and I do the cooking class and we have ... the girls group
and ... and we
do a humane society and do all kinds of volunteer for the comm
unity. And ... 1
wish that. .. we could continue to ... to be at the youth center...
and ... and have
fun and ... be with the kids. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
MR. GEIB: My name's Bob Geib, and I'm the new Program
Director. And I feel
honored to be a part of all this. I see great things happening here
at the youth
center. I see an opportunity for these kids to learn self-confiden
ce ... build their
self-esteem and be part of the community. I think it's just a really
great thing for
all the kids here. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much .
. . . Thank you.
MS. AHRANOV: Thank you.
MS. GETCHEN: Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you, girls.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Uh ... next I have Jeri and Dave Blanton.
NOTE:

Very long pause while Mr. and Ms. Blanto n approa ched the
mic.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
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MR. BLANTON: ... Hi, how you doing?
CHAIR HOKAMA: Hi.
MR. BLANTON: So, first of all, we ... we're here to address a couple issues. First, I'd
like to speak out on behalf of the lifeguards and, and ...
· . . their agenda that they're gonna address tonight. I really appreciate
everything that they've done. They're a great. .. bunch of people and very
necessary to the beaches and safety in Kihei and Maui.
· .. Second thing ...
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Koller adjusted the microphone's height.

MR. BLANTON: '"
am.
NOTE:

Thank you. Feel like I'm ... (laughter) . .. shorter than I already

Pause.

MR. BLANTON: ... Thank you. Okay... also ... something that's very important to us
in our use of the Kihei beaches, primarily Kamaole I Beach, is the accessibility
issues. Urn ... we had the privilege and opportunity talking to the Mayor... a little
over a year ago and it was his ...
· . . desire to make Kihei and Maui a truly accessible destination--not only for
people who live here, but tourists. And there's a high tourist rate here, as you
know. The accessibility at Kamaole I was .. .talked about at that time. And, in
fact, the Mayor came down and he sat in the beach chair and we demonstrated
how we used that to get in and out of the water for people who have walking
impairments ... which is a really good asset for that beach. And he ... (sigh) . ..
he encouraged us to pursue some of these issues and develop some of the
accessibility... make it better, better accessible at Kamaole I Beach.
· .. We notice here that there's a Kamaole I Beach parking lot proposal before
you. And it's our understanding in talking with some of the people that have
mentioned it to us is that you intend to pave the existing parking lot. .. or not
"pave it", but make it into a park area with grass and trees, and then provide
parking across the street. . .for that beach. Now parking across the street is
gonna be difficult for people who have walking impairments. It's gonna make it
very hard for them to get out of the car, use that stop ... signal light that's gonna
be placed in, come across that busy street. .. and they walk all the way down into
the beach area. It's hard enough for some of 'em as it is to get from the
existing ... parking spaces onto the beach. And we appreciate it if you would
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take that in consideration in your planning. And we intend to pursue it a little bit
too ... through the planning commission. Someone who can speak directly to
that, with more knowledge and experience than I is my wife, Jeri. And I'll defer to
her at this point.
NOTE:

Pause while the microphone's height was adjusted.

MS. BLANTON: ... Aloha, you guys ... Council Members. Wanna--appreciate the
opportunity to be able to come here and speak. Urn ... the accessibility issues, I
know that's a big issue for ... United States, Maui. .. being one of the most
beautiful destinations in the world to come to. A lot of people are coming from all
over the world ... and they're coming to Kam I, Kamaole I Beach Park ... because
Kamaole I Beach Park is the only beach park that's truly ... accessible besides
just the bathroom being accessible. And we need to look at that. But looking at
Kamaole I as being the number one beach .. .for swimming, for people who are
dis ... differently... abled ... it's a great beach, it's the, one of the best swimming
beaches there, there is in Maui. And when people come here ...just. .. think
about just the parking lot. If they, if you guys could--and I understand why
.. .(inaudible) . .. have more, more grass, but it, it would cause so much trouble
for people to have to walk across the street or to wheel across the street. If you
could have, maybe, some parking lots ... maybe in that area for handicap, and
then the other people could walk across. You know, some, something like that.
And that's another thing I wanted to ... to bring up--is a lot of times ... 1 don't
know, you need to get some good counsel people, people to counsel. .. the State
on how to make places truly accessible. And you, and I don't know who it is
that. .. that is consulting the County before things are being built, but I know that
it's not a good idea to have someone, say, that who's blind ... to talk about
wheelchair issues. And recreation issues, it's not good to talk about someone
who maybe isn't into recreation. So I'd like to help the County. Maybe we could
work with the County 'cause we ... we like to consult. We come up with some
good ideas that are simple, but really functionable for everybody. And I would
just like to ... 1would like to be able to see Maui have more than just one beach.
You know, what about Lahaina and other places, other beaches that are
accessible. And so I would really like to be able to help the County with
that. .. along with other issues.
And the lifeguard issue also, I've been
swimming ... 1swim every single day. That's my... that's my therapy. Urn ... and
there's a lot of people that, who are like me who swim every day. And the
lifeguards are really, really, really-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MS. BLANTON: --important for the .. .for Maui. So ...just want you think about
that--the safety of the beaches ... is really important. That's what people come
here for, is for the beaches. So lot, some of... so, most of the people. So,
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anyway, I'd like to leave our name and our phone number with you guys so
guys ... can talk to us about accessibility issues. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
MR. BLANTON: Thank you very much.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you .
. . . Thank you. The next person we have is Mr. Stuart... you're gonna need to
help me with your last name.

?: Which Stuart .. .(laughter) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Community Work Day program.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Funke-D'Egnuff approached, and the microphone's height was adjusted.

MR. FUNKE-D'EGNUFF: ... Good evening, my name is Stuart Funke-D'Egnuff.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
MR. FUNKE-D'EGNUFF: And I'm with Community Work Day program. Um ... 1 wanted
to provide testimony today on ...on behalf of the program and give some
statistics that. .. I'm sure most of you know about the program and have
participated in events and everything else, but. .. the statistics probably won't
come from a lot of the people who have testified in support of Community Work
Day. Um ... what we're asking for this year is another $10,000. We've had a flat
budget for about three years now. And so we want to ask that we move it from
the 90,000 to 100,000 so we can change the budget. Last year, we had over 96
individual events--litter cleanups, beautification efforts, and public education
events. The number of recorded volunteer hours totaled over 25,000. These
projects resulted in a value of goods and services of return to the community of
$482,702--almost half a million dollars in returning of goods and services to the
County. In the first six months of this year, we've had over 75 projects already.
And we're also anticipating a huge turnout on the 28 th , which is the cleanup
America, it's the Great American Cleanup day. Here in Hawaii, it's Keep Hawaii
Beautiful. And we're anticipating a lot of activity in this one event alone. We do
an individual cost-analysis study of each event--whether it's one person picking
up trash along Piilani Highway or whether it's two to three thousand people on a
large cleanup event. So I did some cost analysis, and we do ... a, we use the
figure of $5.25. I know that if were to convert this into dollars for the County to
pay for the same goods and services, you'd be using the figure of about $11.96
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or something like that. And then you add on there something like 56.91 in terms
of benefits that are added on top of that. So the figures that I've used for the cost
analysis are based on minimum wage for 5.25, and then if we have supervisory
people or if we have ... specialists in anyone field--beautification or anything
else--we use $10.40. And so we're using bottom of the line dollars and cents to
do a cost analysis. The reason for that is, is that we report to the Keep America
Beautiful organization--those statistics--on a regular basis so that they can
compare our community and our County with others across the United States. I
selected three projects that I actually just took and did the cost analysis for. One
is that it was a small group--like two or three individuals who go out on a regular
basis, maybe two or three times a year. They go out, they clean along Kahului
Beach Road. And that the ...over a year period, the staff salaries and the
benefits alone for that would be about $9,282. Then the .. .for a slightly larger
cleanup, what we call hotspots--and there's steadily being an increase in the
number of hotspots on the islands. One of the ones along Kahekili Highway,
which keeps on popping up, we did a one-day cleanup where we had in-kind
donations of the trucks and .. .the front-end loaders and the equipment operators.
And that totaled to about. .. in-kind ... dollars were about 1,141. And the total of
everything added together was about $3,001 just for that one-day cleanup of that
one hotspot. And as you know, we have quite a number of hotspots that are
growing like a fungus on the island. If we were to ... Iook at a large islandwide
cleanup where we have SUbstantial volunteer and business support ... the
volunteer and business support was calculated at about $53,374. And then you
have the in-kind support and the volunteer hours of 61,000. So for one large
event a year, it's returning $114,548. And, again, these are just straight. .. either
in-kind donations-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. FUNKE-D'EGNUFF: Thank you very much. Um ... once, again, I wanna thank you
in advance for your support in the past. And Community Work Day will continue
to work as a partnership with the County of MauL And we appreciate the time.
Thank you.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Stuart. Hildegard Abramson.
MS. ABRAMSON: Good evening. I'm also here for Community Work Day. I'm the
coordinator for the Kihei area and have been doing it for many, many years.
Um ... we're very happy with the people that turnout. And I wanna add that the
Kihei youth groups, the last time we had a cleanup, they cooked our lunch. So
we went down there and had Chin ... Spanish ... chili and rice. It was very nice
for them to do that, and we had a great time. One of the problems that we're
having, I, we get enough people out--we could always use more--on the cleanups
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on Saturday. But there are more and more ... dumpsites, trash places. I saw
one today on Mokulele Highway. We cleared up the one on the right-side of the
road. Now somebody started ... a sofa's dumped there ... there was another box
there today. Every--once you find a spot like that. .. everybody finds it. So we
need to be sure that we can get on top of those. It's very helpful, I, people know
me and they call me and tell me there's a hotspot. But then we need to have the
trucks and the availability to go there and pick it up. It's not anything that we can
get people out there, manpower. So, thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Hildegard.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Okay, next we're gonna have Mr. Cary or Gary Kayama.
NOTE:

Very long pause while Mr. Kayama approached the podium.

MR. KAYAMA: ... My name is Cary Kayama ... with the ocean safety department.
Uh ... I'd like to talk about ...
· .. how precious life is ... uh ... this is a, a couple poems that. .. people that we
helped out. . .that they just wrote to us and, you know, it's a really touching
poem. And I'm gonna read to you guys how precious life is to them.
· .. You died, my dear, drowned in the sea ... wind and rough water... tried to
take you from me. And I saw that you were ...when I saw ...that you seemed to
signal me, a turtle or two, I thought I would see, but why then would you lie on
your back. This didn't make sense. Your actions so slack. I pushed my float
over to you ... you grabbed the handle, it was all I could do. Gave me a kick,
pulled you in the float. .. getting to shore was my only hope. We'd never make it
against wind and sea, dear God, I prayed, please help me.
· .. And I hand ... then a hand I felt and a face ... that. .. was there too, was it
really saying I've come to help you. A life, a lifeguard ... he was, who had seen
our plight, and came to help us in our fight. I got on his board ... but you were to
weak. Just holding your head up was a tremendous feat. Your face turned white
with lips of blue. I'll never forget that ghost. .. ghastly hue. They signaled to
others, he needed more help. Oh, God, oh, God ... was all I could yelp. A jet ski
came with their stretch ... stretcher for you, on shore was assembling the rescue
crew. They worked and worked ... to get a spark of life ... sit and stay, they said
to your wife. Many people have helped to nurture that spark, but you alone had
to fight the dark. In the future bright, for you and me, through God's help and our
love has got to be. By Mary
Morrow. All my love, Mary. That's from
a... a... Iady and a husband who ...Alfredo back there ...another Ocean Safety
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Officer saved her husband's life. And ... 1don't know how important life is to you,
you, but my family is very important to me and ...
· .. you know, I'll do my, my best as a Water Safety Officer, Ocean ... Ocean
Safety Officer, to ...
· .. hopefully not let this happen again. You know, and hope that you guys will
see that, you know, we need help down there. That's alii have to say.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
NOTE:

Pause.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Rick Patrizio?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Patrizio approached the mic.

MR. PATRIZIO: ... Good evening, Council Members. My name is Rick Patrizio. I'm
also a Ocean Safety Officer on this ...district here, stationed at Kamaole Beach
Park I. What we'd like to address today is our understanding from our ...
· . . Division Heads, is we asked for four new positions this year in this
budget. .. only four, hoping to get two. And we were turned down. Now, that's
understatement, our, our statement from our top Heads that we're not getting any
support or any more help out there. Our division has not had an increase in how,
in over 11 years. The population ... 1mean, speaks for itself. At Kamaole Beach
Park I, there's 750 units ... going in across the street this summer. I work
Kamaole Beach Park I probably B5 percent of the time by myself. As a lifeguard,
we're trained as first responders. We have oxygen out there now. We have the
defibrillators out there.
And we're supposed to act as professionally as
fire ... police, and the medics. In this incident that have come up in the last few
months, not only am I shorthanded out there, but we have a new BOO-megahertz
radio system coming into play. They've taken away our communication with the
police on our scanner to where now I don't even know what's going on by radio
communication and the, and the communication between us and medics. So
here I am ... working the beaches as far as my naked eye can see, as well as
binoculars as my distance to cover at Kam I. Also, I operate the jet ski there,
along with Officer Kayama. When he's not a Captain, he's my backup partner--if
we're not doing lunches.
· .. The last. .. several weeks, we had a pretty big ... south swell over here. We
had to draw two pool guards to help support us, back us up. Nobody had lunch
breaks, and we had surf three to four feet. We had several incidences that day
with two rookie lifeguards that did an extremely... incredible job. So now what I
would like to address to you now is let you folks know that we need help out

- 13 -

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 5, 2001 - Kihei Community and Aquatic Center Main Hall

there. Number one, if we can't get the help out there, we need to make our radio
communication a priority. Just yesterday, I had three police officers pull into my
parking lot with the medics following 'em and I'm watching my beaches, and I
don't know what's going on in my own beach because I have no radio
communication with police. Secondly, we are not recognized by dispatch at
all ...
· .. as first responders. On our beaches, if dispatch recognized us before they
switched over the radio, they would come out blindly asking is there any LG unit
available in Kihei, we have dispatched Fire, there's an ocean rescue off of Mana
Kai. That's one of our beaches. From Kam I to Kam III, we cover Mana Kai.
And the condo folks call and they see somebody in distress, they call Fire. They
don't even recognize us. We're loosing that availability of scanning the
radio ... understanding Fire's getting dispatched, we're getting ready with our ski
to backup Fire. Once Fire-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. PATRIZIO: That is three minutes?
· .. So those are my two topics. I need help or I need radio communication.
Thank you very much for your time.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Alfredo Villas-Boas.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Villas-Boas approached the mic.

MR. VILLAS-BOAS: . . . Good evening, everybody. Thanks for the opportunity
to ... give, to speak for our behalf. I'm officer for the County of Maui.
· .. Ocean recreation mecca ...
?: .. .(inaudible) . .. mic ... (inaudible) . ..
MR. VILLAS-BOAS: ... Ocean recreation mecca ... we are inviting people from all over
the world to come to Maui.
· . . But we're not providing adequate ... public safe at our beaches.
partner already spoke before, we want the staff.

As our

· .. If the waves are, the swell was here and the waves are big, we really have to
work ... extra hard to keep public safety and ... to keep the tourist going back to
their... airplane the same way they came--safe. And that's my concern. My
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mainly concern at the beach is the ...the visitors that come to this island
... (cleared throat) . .. excuse me. They have beaches as the main activities for
them--whether they know how to swim, they are beginners, or what, whether
they, they extremely good surfers, et cetera. I'm a surfer myself and I know that
incidents happen. It doesn't matter if you are really good or if you're a beginner.
And ... a little comparison ... between Maui and oh, Oahu. Maui have 23 guards
on staff right now. We provide seven beach with lifeguards. Oahu ... have 200
lifeguards on staff... and they provide 19 beaches with County lifeguards over
there. And we have a much bigger coastline than Oahu. And ... 1 just like to ask
you folks to take that into consideration and see if you can get some more help
from you folks. Thank you very much.
AUDIENCE: ., .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Alfredo. Next we have Crystal Nunes. Crystal, are
you here?
NOTE:

Very long pause while Ms. Nunes approached the mic.

MS. NUNES: ... My name is Crystal Nunes, I have employed by Ka Lima for the past
two years. I worked one of Ka Lima's mobile crew, and that provides daily
custodian services ... Maui Police Department and the Kahului Fire Station. We
also clean buildings, pavilions in the County parks. I enjoy the work I do. I have
been able to come more dependent as my result of my job at Ka Lima. I would
like to ask you that. .. continue to support the workers contracts between the
County of Maui and Ka Lima 0 MauL .. and that you concern, you
consider... increasing the fund level of. .. those contracts. Your contracts have
not had increase in fund since 1994. Thank you for your susport [sic].
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you-MS. NUNES: Yeah-CHAIR HOKAMA: --Crystal.
MS. NUNES: --I'm done.
AUDIENCE: ., .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Michael Cabral.
NOTE:

Very long pause while Mr. Cabral approached the mic.

MR. CABRAL: '" My name is Michael Cabral. And I have been employed by Ka Lima
O... 0 MauL . .for over 15 years. I work on one of Ka Lima mobile grounds crew
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that cleans County parks, and have been assigned to work at Kanaha Beach
Park as my main work area. I enjoy the work I do, and have been able to
improve my life as a result of my job at Ka Lima. I would like to ask you to
continue to support the work contracts between the County of Maui and Ka Lima
o Maui, and that you ... that you consider increasing the funding level for those
contracts. Our contracts have not. .. had an increase in funding level since 1994.
Thank you for your support.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Cabral. Next, we have Lynn Carroll .
. . . Lynn Carroll?
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Ortiz was summoned.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Okay, we can ... if she's outside, we, we can bring her up next.
Celeste Ortiz?
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Ortiz, Ms. Carroll, Ms. Crozier, and Ms. Sajor approached the mic.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Hi, come, just, just. .. state your name. You can start.
MS. CARROLL: ... (inaudible) . ..... (laughter) . . .
MS. ORTIZ .... Good evening, Council Members-CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, adjust, just adjust the mic for us, please-MS. ORTIZ: Okay.
CHAIR HOKAMA: --and state your name.
MS. ORTIZ: Hi, my name is Celeste Ortiz from MEO Headstart, Kihei B. I have with
me ... Lynn Carroll from Kihei A, also a teacher; and Natalie Crozier, a parent
from Kihei B. Urn ... oh, I'm sorry, I also have Shelly... Shelly Sajor from Kihei A
as well. We're very proud to be Kihei. .. Headstart representatives. We take our
jobs very seriously, and we put our, we put our hearts into our jobs as much as
we can. Urn ... we very, we thank you very much for your support year after
year.
Also thank you
very much for supporting our other
Headstart... umbrella--such as the social services branch, microenterprises,
transportation, Maui to Work. When you help people like this ... you're really,
you're really helping people that. .. you don't normally see, that every day at our
neighborhoods. These people, these people come daily to 99 Mahalani Street
and, and they come in need. They really come in need. I've seen people come
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for housing. I seen people come for jobs. And ... we thank you very much for
your support. And I have one parent who's been a former parent of a... a, a
present parent as well as former parent. .. and this is the Crozier family. And I'm
very proud of them. They've always assisted us in, in whatever we ask of them.
So, she has a few words.
MS. CROZIER: Hi. .. 1just wanted to thank you guys-CHAIR HOKAMA: State your name, please.
MS. CROZIER: Oh, I'm Natalie Crozier. I'm sorry. I'd like to thank you all for your
continued support in the past and we would actually thank you very much for
your support in the future. Mayor Apana has approved, I WOUld, I would hope
that you guys would approve also ...the budget. Um ... 1 have four children as
you can hear in the background ... (laughter) . .. Urn .. .(Iaughter) . .. I have a
7-year-old son who has been in Headstart, and it has helped him tremendously.
He is one of the top in his class. And ... if we haven't had had Headstart, I don't
know if it would have helped him ... (crying) . .. and my daughter ... (crying) . ..
this is her second year at Headstart ... (crying) . .. and she has blossomed
... (crying) . .. and you don't know how much it has helped us. We had a hard
time living here .. .(crying) . .. because we were, my husband and I were both in
the Army ... and my husband had ... my husband's father had a hard time, so we
had to move back to help the family .. .(crying) . .. and living here ... not being in
the military has been a tremendous hard time for us ... (crying) . .. and we really
appreciate your support .. .(crying) . .. MEO has helped us so much. And I have
twin boys that I hope to have, use Headstart because I plan on going to school in
the Fall to become a teacher ... (crying) . .. And I would like to have MCC
Headstart there so that my twins can go there when I'm in school. So I'd really
appreciate ... the opportunity to be here, and I thank you for your continued
support .. .(crying) . .. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
MS. CARROLL: ... Thank you, Council Members. My name is Lynn Carroll, and I'd
like to read part of this letter that a parent had shared with me. I'd like to share
with you. Words cannot begin to express how thankful we are for our child's
experience this year in Headstart. We are so grateful to the gifted, creative, and
loving staff in our son's room who have helped bring him so far along. It wasn't
too long ago that doctors and therapists were telling us that our son was
au ... autistic and that there was possibly some other problems as well. When
we enrolled him in Headstart, we hoped that the models provided by the other
children of age-appropriate speech and play would help him along in the
de ...development. Well, he now speaks in sentences and loves singing the
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songs he learns at school, he counts and recognizes numbers, he knows the
alphabet and recognizes some of the letters with more coming every day. And
she just goes on to appreciate everything and to thank you ... Council Members,
for supporting our terrific program. Thank you very much.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
MS. ORTIZ: ... I'd just like to read a short note from one of our parents from Kihei B.
And it says to whom it may concern, I wanted to thank the County Council for
their support of MEO programs. I'm a single mom with three young children. My
4-year-old daughter attends the Headstart program, and without this program, we
would not have been able to afford to send her to preschool. My daughter was
having a lot of speech problems when she started in the Headstart program and
could not even pronounce her own name. I was afraid that she was not going to
be ready for Kindergarten in September. Since her involvement in Headstarts,
her speech and her social skills have improved drastically. She is now even
writing, learning to write her own name. My daughter and I both feel confident
and excited about her entering Kindergarten. I am very grateful to her teachers
and to the Headstart program. I hope that the County Council will. .. continue
their support of MEO programs such as Headstart.
Sincerely,
Edith Beth Hanson. So we do have a lot of... very, very thankful parents. And,
thank you, again, and we are in support of the Mayor's budget. Thank you very
much. Good ... goodnight. Would you like to-MR. CROZIER: Yeah, I wanna say something.
MS. ORTIZ: .. . (laughter) . ..
MR. CROZIER: First, I wanna, I wanna thank you folks for-CHAI R HOKAMA: State your name, please.
MR. CROZIER: Oh, Shane, Shane Crozier.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
MR. CROZIER: I just wanna thank you guys for taking the time and the consideration to
hear all of us ... everybody here in the room, about the different proposals of
what they wanna do. Headstart, to my family ... as, as you can see, I do have
kind of a big family for a young-CHAIR HOKAMA: .. .(Iaughter) . ..
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MR. CROZIER: --young man. But Headstart has helped us out quite a bit. It has
opened up the shells of kids ... my kids are very outgoing now. They're not afraid
to do anything. They will go outside and talk to other people. They're more
intelligent. .. because of being in Headstart. I believe . .. because of being in
Headstart. I had ... pretty, pretty smart kids already, but being in Headstart with
these people that actually care about my kids and devote their time to help my
kids out with their programs ... to educate them, not to just put 'em in nursery
school and let them play or whatever. These people actually teach my kids how
to count, how to do ABCs. And we help 'em with the process at home, you know.
I'm a very hard working man. I work every day, seven days a week, all the time,
don't have any days off. But I take my time out to come support my community
and my people that are helping me also. I wish more parents would come out
and do this. Um ... again, I would like to thank all of you guys for your
consideration and your time. I know you guys probably put a long day at work in
already... and you're doing this tonight. And I thank you. And I. .. 1 voted for
everyone, yeah?
ALL: ... (laughter) . ..
MR. CROZIER: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause and laughter) . . .
COUNCILMEMBER KANE: ... (inaudible) . . .

?: .. .(inaudible) . ..
ALL: .. .(Iaughter) . ..
NOTE:

Very long pause.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Steve Sussman?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Sussman approached the mic.

MR. SUSSMAN: ... Good evening. My name is Steve Sussman. I'm a resident here
at Kihei, and speaking on behalf of the Maui Symphony Orchestra and Festival.
And first of all, I'd like to just repeat what Shane said--I think it's absolutely
fabulous of you guys to take the time and the energy to do this and to allow the
community to have this kind of input. And I certainly appreciate personally. And
it's great to just listen to whatever people have to say about what's going on in
our community. This is a great thing and you're, you're to be congratulated for
doing it. Um ... I've distributed my comments to you in a letter form. And rather
than read over that, with your permission, I'd like to just talk a little bit else
about. .. what the Symphony has meant to me and what it means to MauL I was
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very fortunate as a very young boy to have parents who loved classical music.
And I got involved with the youth concerts presented by the San Francisco
Symphony, I think when I was in first grade. And that's been an amazing part of
my life. I became a supporter of the San Francisco Symphony, had season
tickets for many, many years when I lived there. It was very special to me, and I
think my experiences is very typical. Uh ... a lot of the educational studies that
have been done around culture and the arts have shown that classical music
brings a tremendous benefit to children. And one of things that we wanna do as
an organization is to not only continue our existing programs of... programs for
the school kids, but to greatly expand that. We're working with the Department of
Education, we wanna have the Strings in the Class program that goes out to the
schools. We wanna continue having the free performances that we give now for
our keikL There's nothing more important than our children. And this kind, kind
of exposure is so helpful in so, so many ways. I really can't enumerate them.
The other thing that occurred to me today as I was driving down here, coming
from a board meeting of the Maui Historical Society... 1 was thinking about the,
about the MACC ... and ...the tremendous part that that plays in our culture
here ...on being part of MauL I think back when I was first here, 10 or 11 years
ago, the idea that we could have a world-class facility such as the Maui Arts and
Cultural Center was ... was unheard of. And people got together and took that
dream and put it together. And now when people walk away from the MACC,
they say I can't believe that you have this here on MauL .. this is fabulous. My
experience with the Symphony has been just the same thing--it's an emotional
experience.
People have walked away from our current--the last two
years--series of concerts saying I can't believe you have this on MauL The
quality is just that good. We have an orchestra that--in all candor--when I first
started going to the San Francisco Symphony as a season ticket holder in 1966-this orchestra does a better job. It's hard to say that, but it's true.
MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. SUSSMAN: Thank you very much. I, I just want to, again, thank you for all your
support.
We think we'll bring tremendous benefits to the Maui
community ... visitors and residents alike. We really appreciate your help. Thank
you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Steve .
. . . Amy Hanlon? Amy here?
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Han/on approached the mic.
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MS. HANLON: ... Hi, Mr. Sussman is much more prepared than I am, so can I defer
my minutes to ... and he can continue? Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... You're gonna need to switch voices, now.
MR. SUSSMAN: Okay ... (laughter) . .. I'll try to speak highly if I can-AUDIENCE: .. .(laughter) . ..
MR. SUSSMAN: --because actually I wanna speak on behalf of another person, again,
if I can do that with your permission. And that is Celia Canty ... who is, for the
last two years, been the Director of the Maui Symphony Chorus. I don't know if
you're familiar with our organization. If you went to the Messiah concerts, then I
think you know us. We're ... about SO people strong, Maui residents. We
rehearse once a week for about nine months out of the year. We present
concerts with the Maui Symphony--the Messiah and Christmas, and we're doing
the Beethoven's Ninth on April 2S th , and I hope you'll all come and listen to the
quality. I think you'll. .. you'li walk away with smiles. Celia couldn't make it here
today, but she gave me some brief comments that I'd like to ... to read to you if I
may.
. . . She says the SO-plus members of our volunteer Symphony Chorus believe in
music so much that they all give up their time each and every week to come to
rehearsals. Several times a season, I marvel to them how miraculous it is that
we sit here in the middle of the Pacific Ocean on a tiny island of some 100,000
people and we have a professional-caliber orchestra and a professional-caliber
chorus. In, in Celia's words, let's continue the miracle. Thank you very much.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Steve.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Next we have Howie ...
MR. EINTRACITT, FROM THE AUDIENCE: Eintracitt.
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Eintra ... (end of tape, start 1B) . .. Thank you.
MR. EINTRACITT: Aloha, my name's Howie Eintracitt. I'm here on ... on behalf of
MEO ... program that loans money to businesses. I have a small business and
couldn't get any financing, and MEO ... came through with the $5,000 loan .
. . . Currently, we're in a hundred stores on Maui, the business is called Howie
from Maui. .. and their support has really helped this business grow. We are now
going on all islands. And we've just got another through them. And ... 1 think it's
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really important that you guys support this ... helping people that are having
problems getting money to get businesses going--which is good for the economy.
Well, that's alii have to say. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Gerald Jones?
· .. Gerald Jones?
NOTE:

Long silence.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Okay, Carl. .. Cara ... Danny Cara Bello?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Cara Sello approached the mic.

MR. CARA BELLO: . . . Good evening, my name's Manny... Manny Cara Bello.
And ... 1 was asked by MEO to come here tonight and thank all of you for
supporting their program. And I wanna say that I'm honored to speak before this
Council--you're all TV stars, to me. I watch you every night on Channel 45.
ALL: .. .(laughter) . . .
MR. CARA BELLO: .. .(Iaughter) . .. And ...
· .. I commend you because this Council is overwhelmed with the growth of this
community. And I see a lot of people coming up and saying we need this, we
need that. And ...what we need to do is try to help you get solutions and figure
out how we're gonna get the money for a lot of the problems. But, again, I'm just
gonna limit to the MEO. I wanna tell the community thank you for coming out
and supporting, thank you for supporting MEO and ...
· .. take care.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Diane Zachary.
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Zachary approached the mic.
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MS. ZACHARY: ... Good evening. I'm Diane Zachary, the President and CEO of the
Maui Pacific Center. And I'm here to talk about something that's not in the
Mayor's budget, and I'd like the Council to consider putting into the budget.
Um ... it's really the unique beauty of our islands and the warmth of the people
and the sense of community on Maui that brings people here and keeps those of
us who live here so entranced. But I think all of us are really aware that
those ... that dramatic population growth is--27 percent in the last ten years
Countywide--has the potential of threatening all that. And we realize that
planning and development in the past could have been managed much more
effectively than it was. If our present course is unchanged, what will life on Maui
be like in the year 2020? If our rate of growth continues, we'll have nearly a
quarter of a million residents living on MauL Can our islands maintain their
unique beauty, this spirit of aloha, and our sense of community? Will we all
wanna still live here?
So, Maui Pacific Center, with the help of many
people--both in the private sector and the public sector--has begun planning a
conference that we're calling Maui County 2020 ... Smart Growth for the Future.
It's planned for late fall of this year. And the conference is expected to draw at
least 200 people from all three islands of the County. And it, the purpose of it is
really to learn about community planning projects that are already taking place on
Maui, as well as smart growth initiatives that are happening throughout the
country. We'll look at how these new initiatives are helping to manage growth
and create more livable communities, and we'll begin to define a vision for a
future that will meet the needs of Maui County's citizens in the year 2020. So I'm
here tonight to ask for your support and your partnership in this conference. It
would be an addition to the budget of $50,000. It's time to consider the future
that we want for our islands, and we need to consider what's possible and to
create vision, visionaries throughout the entire County. We've already begun
taking many positive steps. And the conference is designed to build on those
steps and take it a step further. The Mayor, in announcing his new budget, made
a commitment to smart growth. But as all of you know, this isn't a new concept.
It basically takes ... smart growth encourages development that better serves our
economic, environmental, and social needs. It looks at what the citizens want
and creates polices, land use regulations, and plans ... to incorporate that.
We've already received some funding from A&B Foundation and from the
Coastal Zone Management Program for this conference, and we're looking for a
few other sources. The County funding will help support conference planning
and promotion, travel for speakers, scholarships for Molokai and Lanai
participants, Akaku TV coverage and more. So creating a long-term vision, a
community vision for Maui County is a process that should bring to the table the
nonprofits, government, the business community, and our residents. The
conference is a step toward this. The ongoing work of our community groups
and association shouldn't be overlooked. That-MS. KOLLER: Three--
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MS. ZACHARY: --along with-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MS. ZACHARY: Thank you. About 30 more seconds. That, along with a revision of the
General Plan and the community plans that are upcoming will benefit, all benefit
from the conference. We need to begin the dialog Countywide, and we need to
find ways to adapt smart growth principles to our unique needs and our situation.
The Maui County 2020 Smart Growth for the Future Conference is designed
exactly for this purpose. I'm requesting the Council's support--I know you've got
a tough job with the budget, but I ask you to see if you can find the money in
support of this. Thank you so much.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
NOTE:

Pause.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Mark Gabler?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Gabler approached the mic.

MR. GABLER: ... Good evening, Council Members. I appreciate the opportunity to
address the Council tonight. My purpose is to speak in support of County
funding for the Maui Economic Development Board. My name is Mark Gabler.
I'm a member of MEDB Board of Directors. And I'm the Director of... Maui
Operations for the Boeing Company .
. . . We operate the space surveillance site on Haleakala for the Air Force. And
we have an office here in Kihei, just up the street at the Tech Park. Boeing
employs 125 scientists, engineers, technicians, and administrative staff... here
on Maui. .. excuse me ...
. . . performing state-of-the-art research and electro-optical technologies. We
have an annual. .. operating budget of $20 million--and that's spent here locally
in salaries ... purchase of goods and services. I'd like to share two observations
about the high-tech business here on Maui. First, we know that the State,
Federal, and local government have put a lot of money into high-tech. That's the
seed corn that's been planted. And what we need now to do is to cultivate that
crop. I see tremendous, tremendous opportunity ahead for .. .for... expanding
and providing exciting employment opportunities for local residents. Second is
the lack of local employment pool with the right technical skills--there's been a
damper on the growth of technology business here in Maui. We need to do more
to support our local. .. children as they ... select their careers, to encourage 'em
to adopt careers in, in technology. So where does MEDB fit into this picture?
MEDB is a key partner in helping high-technology business take root and grow in
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Maui. As a young industry, high-technology projects need the kind of nurturing
and care that MEDB ... MEDB provi. .. provides. I see them tackling thorny
problems at base companies. For example, they're helping the ... people that
work at the observatory...work with the ... with the television transmitters and
resolve the, the conflicts that we have in our business there on the island. And
it's only through ... their. .. political and economic business sawy that we're able
to work through those problems. They ...they serve a key role there. Equally
important--MEDB sponsors key educational outreach programs for local
students. For the technology industry to prosper, we need to continue to
encourage children to pursue a career in technology. MEDB is leading this
charge, and very effectively. So my request to the Council is simple--please
continue your financial support for MEDB-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. GABLER: --this is a sound investment for our keiki. Your past support has been
widely ... used and I'm confident that the future will. .. your future investment is in
good hands in the stewardship of, of MEDB. Thank you for, for your attention.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thanks, Mark.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Katherine ... Katherine Gerdts?
NOTE:

Pause while the microphone was adjusted.

?: .. . (inaudible) . ..
MS. GERDTS: ... Okay.
?: How's that?
MS. GERDTS: Thank you. Good evening, Councilmen ... and thank you for listening to
our sad tale ... our tale ... (inaudible) . .. I'm a senior citizen, and I guess you
know I'll be 89 in May.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Yea!
MS. GERDTS: But our worries .. .(Iaughter) . ..
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause and cheers) . ..
MS. GERDTS: ... that's not my worry. My worry is about the bus.
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ALL: .. .(Iaughter) . ..
MS. GERDTS: You know, the bus drivers are the best trained drivers in MauL But after
they're trained, their salary is the lowest. So not only the best, but they got the
lowest money. And all of a sudden all these other bus companies came along
and they're taking them .. .'cause money talks. The other bus companies offer
them $200 more a month. So naturally, if you were their age, you'd be running,
too. So now we haven't got enough bus drivers. Now the seniors are great at
volunteering. But they don't want us.
ALL: ... (laughter) . ..
MS. GERDTS: .. .(Iaughter) . .. So we're not gonna help them. We can't. But I know
you can. And I know you'll help all of us ... because we don't wanna be sitting
back looking at empty walls. We wanna get out for the few years we have left.
And we're paving the way for you to have a smooth ... ride when you take our
place.
AUDIENCE: ... (laughter and applause) . ..
MS. GERDTS: And these, these are a few of the seniors I brought with me. And thank
you very much for listening.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Gertrude .
. . . Dorothy Williams.
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Williams approached the mic.

MS. WILLIAMS: ... I'm Dorothy Williams, and I'm President of the Maui Meadows
Homeowners Association. Thank you all for coming to Kihei tonight. It's a good
budget. .. has almost everything we want in it. The first thing of our concern was
the new fire station. We've lobbied for that fire station for about ten years.
They've been a lot of glitches and transfer of property and so forth. It wasn't the
County's fault altogether. We're glad to see there's construction money and
money for 33 new firefighter rescue personnel. Thank you very much. Two
percent disc... reduction in our property taxes ... that's the way to go. We need a
reduction because our properties' worth more money, we will probably pay more
taxes, so the County won't loose anything. Number three, 1 million for beach
acquisition and park for the County. We need all the beach acquisition we can
get in parks. More people, more parks. Roads, roads, roads.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
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MS. WILLIAMS: Uh ... 500,000 for complete design of the north-south collector road.
Put this on the fast track. This is ten years past due. We need it last year, the
year before. Please see that it's on the fastest track possible. And don't let it get
off.
· .. 75 million for road projects, including 2 million to fund the traffic ... intuitions
being developed by the traffic action committee. We haven't had a report from
them yet, so we're looking for big things to satisfy all these traffic hassles we
have in MauL .. especially Kihei. Traffic is a major problem as the County and
the State have net, have not kept pace with the increased population. The
community plan states that the infrastructure should be concurrently or before
development. This has been ignored. We can't continue in this manner.
· .. The Maui Police Department has asked for six new officers for Kihei. We
know about the training--it takes a year and so forth, and then we loose people.
So maybe we need more people than six. Hopefully, so. But I have a
suggestion for you ... in most states ... they have State Highway Patrols that
patrol. ..the highways. We have County police patrolling State highways. How
did we get this place?
· .. How did this happen? When they write a ticket on a State Highway, the
money goes to the State coffers over in Honolulu, general fund. We don't get
anything back. We need every dime we can get for more officers. Can we build,
can we bill the State for our patrolling of the highway? Check into it. Yesterday,
Maui News stated that the State is working on a building for a new ambulance
station where the new fire station is. We have lobbied for this-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MS. WILLIAMS: --and called it a safety complex for about six years. I hope this comes
to pass because it's needed, will save lives, and everybody'li feel much better.
Thank you for coming tonight. Thank you for listening.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
NOTE:

Silence.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Mercedes Ramil?
MS. RAMIL: ... Good evening, Council Member... 1thank you very much for coming
here to see us in Kihei. I am a senior citizen and I don't drive. And that's why I'm
glad that they express ... my feeling tonight that we need MEO bus. Please give
your support so that they will continue the ...
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... the help to us senior citizen because I have children but they go to work for
their own also. And I'm happy, I'm glad to call the bus. And thank you very
much ... (laughter) . .. Finish.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you .
. . . Sieglinde Gangl.
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Gangl approached the mic.

MS. GANGL: ... Good evening, Council Members. I. .. am here as a parent. I wanted
to thank you for your support for Imua Rehab. My daughter attended the
program for about a year. And she was there for speech delay. And had I not
had that program, you know, we would have been in a pretty terrible situation.
So now... my daughter's doing really well. And I'm happy for your support, and I
hope that you continue to support them ... in the next years. Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: '" Thank you.
NOTE:

Silence.

CHAIR HOKAMA: '" Susan Bradford.
NOTE:

Long pause while Ms. Bradford approached the mic.

MS. BRADFORD: ... Good evening, everybody. You'll have a break after tonight,
right?
COUNCILMEMBER?: .. .(inaudible) . ..
MS. BRADFORD: " .(laughter) . .. My-COUNCILMEMBER KANE: It's only the beginning.
MS. BRADFORD: My name is Susan Bradford, and I'm here representing the Maui
Coastal Land Trust. Uh ... and I'm on the Board of the Maui Coastal Land Trust.
And I'm here to ask you ...to really ... make sure that we get the $1 million for, for
shoreline acquisition or for open space acquisition. I think it's really important. I
know you have a lot of... on your plate and a lot of really good causes and not to
mention the traffic and some of these other things that are going to need monies,
but my concern is, is that if we don't plan for the future, then one day that's
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gonna be the crisis. And it'll be way too late--that if we don't start at. .. acquiring
and preserving open space, and especially along our coastline, it will be too late.
The tourist won't come and the quality of life will go down for the residents. So
I'm asking you to please fund that with a million dollars. The Maui Coastal Land
Trust is doing a lot on it's own. We've gotten ... three grants. We'll probably be
getting another one shortly. And, in, in the very short time that we've been in
existence, we have ... we have an active membership program and a fundraising
program. And we really wanna help solve this problem ... but we need your
support. We need to be able to go to the Federal government and say the
County has set aside a million dollars, can we get some matching funds for
whatever area it might be that we all decide is going to be, you know, worthy of
acq, acquisition. And there's many of those. We need your help. We need to
work in partnership. One of the ways you can really be in partners ... partnership
with us and any of the other land trusts is to provide that money so that we can
really make it, use it for the benefit of the community. Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Susan. Buck Joiner.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Joiner approached the mic.

MR. JOINER: ... Aloha ka kou.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Aloha.
MR. JOINER: My name is Buck Joiner, and ... 1 guess I'm sort of a legendary pain in
the oko ... uh, no, legendary conscientious, caring citizen. That's what I am.
Um ... in my opinion, the number one problem in Maui is the lack of planning. In
reality, there is ... Iittle to no long-range planning ... within the County. We have
only short-sighted reaction to crises. A plan tells you what needs to be done,
when it needs to be done, by whom, and how much it's gonna cost. Our
community plans have been rendered ... in, in essence, useless, by Corporation
Counsel. The Planning Department, as you know, in reality is a project approval
department. They do not do very much planning. About 90 percent of their effort
is in project approval. The Planning Commission does absolutely no planning.
They are also just project approval. And your own Planning Committee .. .really
doesn't get to do much planning. I support the concept of smart growth, the GIS,
and the golly-gee-wiz computer simulation that we saw last night. .. Alan was
there ... 1 hope that it will be made available to the Council. It's an incredible
planning tool that's being developed by MEDB and Pacific Disaster
Center... KCA has a finger in it, and a whole bunch of things. For the 1ih year, I
would like to talk about the collector road. I, I am very consistent in this
.. .(laughter) . .. 12 years talking about the collector road. And I'm so glad that
so many other people are now involved in it. But I am asking you to do
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everything possible to maintain that corridor. There are portions of it where we
cannot build now--it is economically un ...
. . . impractical to build now. But 20 years from now, or 30 years from now, or 40
years from now we may have to do that. Or maybe even sooner. So maintain
that corridor. I have learned that there was--and I don't use this term very
often--but an idiot in the County that has sold two lots that were dedicated for the
north-south collector road. There was supposed to be a part of it, and those two
lots were sold. Okay? It's gonna cost us three or four times the amount to get
those things back. And it has to be done. Um ...
. . .(sigh) . .. Kamaole Point. .. 1would like to say thank you very much. Many of
you were Council Members when I stood before you time after time after time
asking for Kamaole Point. I thank you very much for buying it. And I want you to
know that. .. at the time when I was requesting your action on that, that I
promised that if you bought it I would turn it into a park with the help of
volunteers. We are doing that. We are down there--

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. JOINER: --every single week putting in the time and turning it into a lovely park.
It's going to be an incredible jewel. So ... 1would like to ask that you ensure that
the budget includes money for water and maintenance. And you, that you get
that information from South Maui Parks specifically--because it has been a, they,
they told me that they didn't have the money to be able to do that. Okay, in
conclusion, the property tax, the 2 percent. .. reduction ... keep it. Fix the
problems. Okay? That's it. Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Buck. Next we have Monica Kelsey. Monica?
NOTE:

Very long pause while Ms. Kelsey approached the podium.

MS. KELSEY: ... Hi. Good evening. I'm here tonight to offer testimony on behalf of
Imua Rehab. I am also a parent of three children--two of whom were diagnosed
with verbal apraxia when they reached age 2. Verbal apraxia is a delay in
speech characterized by difficulty in imitating the oral movements necessary to
make speech. So as a parent, we were very concerned when our children could
not express themselves. From the time of the pediatrician's recommendation at
age 2 to be evaluated by Imua, until the time that they are asked to be
discharged to the Department of Education at age 3, Imua Rehab is the
only. .. source of possible programs to help the language needs of small
children. Our speech pathologist, Jean and Sarah, were caring professional
teachers, and you have to be a very creative instructor to help a child learn at
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that age and improve their speech movements while keeping the attention and
enthusiasm of a toddler. It's an amazing task, and they do it very tirelessly. I
have a lot of appreciation for Imua Rehab, because without them here on Maui,
the children of this age--of birth to 3 years--would slip by without help. Please
continue giving money to Imua because the optimum of any child's special needs
is early intervention and my two children are doing fantastic because of
the ... help at Imua. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Wayne Watkins.
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: ... (inaudible) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER KANE: .. .(inaudible) . ..
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Watkins approached the mic.

MR. WATKINS: ... Good evening. My name is Wayne Watkins, and I am the PATCH
Coordinator for MauL
PATCH is People Attentive to Children ... Hawaii's
childcare resource and referral agency.
I'm here to speak on behalf of
that--which we are part of the community partnership grants. Please do not
reduce them any more. We are doing much more, we are doing a lot. .. more
each year for the same. We can't take another cut there. Uh ... the childcare
situation in Maui is only slightly ahead of... a crisis. It's a quiet crisis because it's
lots and lots of individuals. But right now there are about 400 licensed
family ... spaces in family childcare for infants and toddlers. That is the only legal
licensed-care for infants and toddlers. There's lots of families who care for their
extended families and infants and toddlers, but a lot of people don't have that.
We are just barely ahead of the crisis in the availability of childcare. PATCH
recruits and trains childcare providers. Our goal this year was to try... recruit 20
childcare providers. We, we've already recruited 26, creating close to 100
childcare spaces. We've got one more quarter to go. We did not request an
increase in funds ... (laughter) . .. we will do more for the same, but let's not
reduce it any more. You have supported early childhood for years and years and
years. Keep the support coming. Early childhood is not just for making sure that
parents can go to work. It's also ...a crime reduction. It's also a drug abuse
reduction. It's also a teen pregnancy reduction. All of those things have been
shown that children who are in quality early childhood programs, it reduces those
kinds of things later on. I'm also here to speak on behalf of a line item in the
budget--an increase of another County employee ... an early childhood resource
coordinator. For many years now, you have funded that position as a grant
position. And every year it mayor may not happen. The County is taking a bold
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step in having an employee who is focusing on increasing the availa
bility and the
quality of early childhood programs here on MauL You will
be, you are a
frontrunner in this entire State . .. when it comes to early childh
ood. And this is
another step in that direction to maintain being the model. Oahu
has a lot of
things .. .(Iaughter) . .. but anytime early childhood is spoken of,
they talk about
Maui and what's going on on MauL Right now the person
in that position, in
that. .. is Terry Loch. We are lucky to have her in this County. And
I strongly-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. WATKINS: --urge you .. .to continue the support. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Wayne.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Janet Reid?
NOTE:

Pause while Ms. Reid approa ched the mic.

MS. REID: '" Thank you and good evening.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Just. .. grab the mic down. Yeah, thank you,
Janet.
MS. REID: Thank you. I would like to take this opportunity to
express appreciation to
you and to acknowledge you--as Wayne said--for the work that
you've done in
early childhood education. We are a model for the entire State
here ... by the
work that we've done. And that is through your support. I also
would like to
remind you that the 1999 Census showed that there were appro
ximately or
almost 9,000 children under the age of 5 in this County. By suppo
rting the early
childhood subsidy program, you have funded--since 1997--afford
able childcare
for many people. We've had approximately 72 children who've
been served by
that. Almost 68 percent of the mothers of Maui are work ... orient
ed or working
already. And there is not enough childcare available for them.
We really need
affordable ... available, high-quality childcare in this County. More
than we have
now. You have done a wonderful job of supporting that. And
I have a very
simple but important request--it's the same as, as Wayne's--that
the position of
the early childhood resource coordinator be funded, not on a year-t
o-year basis
as it has been, but as a permanent position under the Department
of Housing
and Human Concerns. And I also would like to support and recom
mend that you
do so, the line item for the early childhood team. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Janet.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Sam Stephens?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Stephe ns approa ched the mic.

MR. STEPHENS: ... Good evening. My name is Sam Steph
ens. Thank you for
coming to Kihei. I'm a resident of Kihei. And as a resident of Kihei,
I would like
to ... ask for your support, as I support the line item for the
Puunene motor
sports ... parkway development.
· .. I look at that as another alternative for our youth ...
· .. on Maui to have another choice ... besides team sports.
Thank you very
much.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Sam.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Doug Bell. Doug?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Bell approa ched the mic.

MR. BELL: ... Good evening. My name is Doug Bell, and
I'm one of the Board of
Directors of the Maui Motocross Association. The Maui Motocross
Association is
a nonprofit organization that promotes motorcycle racing in Maui
County. We
currently have over 470 members that range in age from 5 to 50-plu
s years. We
hold races at the Maui Motocross track located behind ... the
very back of the
Maui Motor Sports Park. Attendance at our races runs between
800 and 1,500
people--that includes racers and spectators.
· .. I'm here to support the $250,000 for the Parks and Rec.,
Kihei-Makena
District, Maui Motor Sports parks and fairgrounds design. The
reason the Maui
Motocross Association supports this is to encourage family-base
d activities in our
community.
MMA not only organizes events, but fosters mentoring and
mechanical skills, good sportsmanship, and collaboration. I obser
ve that all the
current users, organizations at the Maui Motor Sports Park worke
d very hard to
involve families in their activities. This park ... park provides a place
where these
activities can offer spectators, as well as racers a safe environmen
t to view and
participate in motor sports. Thank you very much for your time.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Doug.
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AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Irene Hultquist?
NOTE:

Very long pause while Ms. Hultqu ist approa ched the podium
.

MS. HULTQUIST: ... Good evening. My name is Irene Hultqu
ist. And thank you for
hearing us out this evening ... (laughter) . .. Um ...
. . . I am a Kihei business owner, a drag racer, and member of Valley
Isle Timing
Association for 15 years now. I'm here to put my efforts towar
ds support of the
$250,000 for the Parks and Recreation, Kihei-Makena District, Maui
Motor Sports
park and fairgrounds design. Whew .. .(laughter) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: That's a mouthful.
MS. HULTQUIST: The following story is a true story and make
s an important point.
Steven Gerard started watching the drag races in Puunene at age
12. At age 15,
he was attending the races regularly, but drifting further away
from graduating
from high school. In fact, he was ready to forget school altogether.
But one night
it came to him as he watched Bob D
's dragster at the races. Hey, Steven
thought, I can build one of these. He enrolled in Mr. Ishii's auto
shop class at
Maui High School. He hung around our auto parts store every
afternoon asking
so many questions I finally had to put him to work. He was readin
g, studying,
and talking cars. He was racing alongside of me at the drag strip-even beat me
once. He was mechanic-ing away at every car he could get
his hands on. I
never witnessed enthusiasm like this before. In April of the year
2000, Steven
and teammate David Sharp brought home from Oahu, the first-p
lace win in the
annual State auto skills competition. In June of the year 2000,
Steven not only
graduated from high school, but went on to Washington, D.C.,
and they won
there the National Ford AAA Student Auto Skills Contest. .. ove
r, over 51 teams
from all the other states. In August of 2001, this year, Steven will
enter the Ford
Asset Program on Oahu to train as a technician offered and paid
for by the Ford
Motor Company, and he will continue to be employed by Valley
Isle Motors on
MauL What a guy! Besides Steven Gerard, there are hundr
eds of youthful
racers and future racers out there at the Raceway Park--be
it drag racing,
motorbikes, carts, or stockcar racers.
And there could be hundreds of
turnaround stories such as Steve's if Maui kept its Raceway Park
to spark that
interest. Valley Isle Timing Association has a street-legal impor
t car class to
encourage all ages from 16 to whatever age ... and on Friday or
Saturday night-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MS. HULTQUIST: --that class can swell to the largest class at
the races. I'm hoping
this story instills good points in favor of the Raceway Park. Thank
you.
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AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Irene? Irene ...
· .. can you come back, please? Mr. Arakawa?
MS. HULTQUIST: ... Sorry.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA:
Association?

. . . Yeah, Irene, you're President of the Timing

MS. HULTQUIST: No, sir, I am not. But I am a member. I have been for 15 years.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay, if you can't answer this, then ... that's fine.
· .. Besides ... if you have the fairground built there, the fair, fair is one weekend,
one week a year. .. what has been told you will be the use of the facility for the
rest of the year?
MS. HULTQUIST: I believe the rest of the motor sports .. .facilities will be in use by all
the other clubs there now--the go-carters, the ... uh ... the circle track,
the ... also ... um ... 1 think the motorbikes, too. Urn, I think there are some
public... or some other governmental type ...
· .. going in there, like the National Guard or MEO.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: ... Okay. Thank you.
MS. HULTQUIST: Uh-huh.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Irene.
· .. Ed Britton?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Britton approached the mic.

?: ... (inaudible) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Yeah, we're gonna finish up this area, then we'll have a short
recess.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Britton distributed copies of his testimony.
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MR. BRITTON: ... Good evening. I'm Ed Britton, a 37-year resident of MauL I
represent one of the entities at the Motor Sports Park. Thank you for receiving
my handout there. It's very brief, but it'll give you an idea. We will have, this
Sunday, the 8th , our 20 th monthly event. .. racing stock cars. We have young
folks and old folks such as myself--senior citizen that I am--still racing stock cars.
I'm also a member of the drag strip club ... and we want to have you continue,
please, the support of that park. We have ...firefighters training out there. We
got Police Department training out there. We understand, perhaps, they'll be a
fairgrounds there. And we're hoping to offer... and you'll notice a grandstand on
this handout.
That grandstand would be utilized for the fair... at fair
time ... would probably be at least 2,500 seat capacity to start .
. . . There could be many different valued entertainment. .. aspects within that
area. So if we have a fair there and central parking, then a lot of different
activities can be presented there. Hopefully you'll review this and ... keep us
going. Because we're all motor enthusiasts. We're out there constantly working
on that park. We need water. We need power. And we need your continued
support. Thank you very much.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thanks, Ed.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: . . . Jeff Baldwin. And after Jeff, we're gonna take a short
five-minute. Everyone can stretch. And then we'll get right back to work.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Baldwin approached the mic.

MR. BALDWIN: ... Good evening ... Chairman and fellow Council Members. Since I
last spoke to you in ... Kula, I've learned how to use your mic a little better.
Um ... I'm the Vice President of the Valley Isle Timing Association. And you've
already heard from a lot of our other members. And we're just here to tell you
the same thing--that we're, we're a large group of people. We have a lot of
users, and we are very supportive of the ... County's intention to go in there with
the fairground. Pretty much everybody up here has said what I was gonna say,
so I'm gonna keep it real short. Thank you for your. .. uh ... considering of this.
We did have a letter that we ... uh .. .took care of in The Maui News. We
responded to, I think, very kindly. And we're just very glad to have your support.
Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Jeff.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Uh, Members, we'll have a five-minute recess, and then we'll start
up with George Fontaine.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
RECESS:

7:34 p.m.

... (end of tape, start 2A) . ..
RECONVENE:

7:45 p.m.

CHAIR HOKAMA: .. .(gavel) . .. The Budget and Finance will reconvene .
. . . And I'm gonna make an exception. I didn't forget you ... (inaudible) . .. Our
paramedics
would
like
to
speak
regarding
their
issue.
So,
Doug Van Groenewalk [sic].
AUDIENCE: ... (laughter) . ..
MR. VANT GROENEWONT, FROM THE AUDIENCE: ... (inaudible) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: It doesn't look like it sounds .. .(Iaughter) . ..

?: .. .(Iaughter) . ..
MR. VANT GROENEWONT, FROM THE AUDIENCE: .. .(inaudible) . ..
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Vant Groenewont approached the mic.

MR. VANT GROENEWONT: ... Hey, guys .. .(Iaughter) . .. Thank you for letting me
speak. We're on-call, as we always are during our 24-, 48-hour shifts. And we
popped in tonight. And thank you. I'm kinda like the head-push for that, the
second ambulance in the South Maui area. You're all-CHAIR HOKAMA: State your name, please.
MR. VANT GROENEWONT: --very aware of it, and I thank you for your support. The
Mayor is incredibly helpful with this--giving the land that he, that, that we're
working with. They resurrected the bill. It's ... it's ... Mr. Taniguchi's looking at it,
at the Ways and Means Committee. Um ... I've got a contingent of people gonna
go over and testify for this thing on Oahu mid-April. I believe it all ends in end of
April, right, that's it? Uh ...we got this incredible groundswell of support for this
thing and it's, it's very exciting. You've heard about the growth, you've heard
about the cars and the traffic and the whole thing. I. .. I've never been very
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political in my life, but I take this so to heart because I consider really essential
service. You have your fire, you have your police, you have your medics.
Um ... and it'll be well worth, well worth the bill to, you know, have this thing
passed. Nothing but support from it, all we gotta do is make this, give it the final
push. And looks like it might work if we keep it up. But just a quick one--I thank
you guys so much for making this happen. A. .. an additional ambulance in the
area will allow something quicker than a 20-minute response time. Anybody here
who's had crushing chest pain ... you know, what's an acceptable response time
for an ambulance?
I would say within five or ten minutes, if anything.
So ...again, I thank you so much. I thank you for your letters back to me and my
inquiries with you guys. And have a great evening. Thanks for being here.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Doug.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Lieutenant. .. George Fontaine?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Fontaine approached the mic.

MR. FONTAINE: ... Good evening, mem, Members of the Council. As you know, I'm
Lieutenant George Fontaine. I'm the Commander for the District 6, Kihei District,
Police District here in South Maui. I was also past-President of the Kihei
Community Association, and I am presently a member. .. a Board Member of the
Kihei Community Association right now. I'm here tonight to tell you about a grave
situation that is occurring in this community--and that is the understaffing of the
police officers to provide basic public safety to our residents here in South Maui.
To give you a little bit of background if you're not familiar with what the Kihei
District is, the Kihei District extends from the pali tunnel all the way down to
La Perouse Bay. The area of coverage is approximately 50 square miles of, of
area that we patrol. Presently, right now there are three police dist, or three
police beats that are patrolled by officers. There are three authorized beats. As
Commander, I do what I can to staff at least four officers per shift to work. But
that is not enough. Four is not enough. Five barely keeps our head--if we had
five to work with--keep our head above the water in order to take care of the
basic public safety needs in this community. If you take into consideration the
50.8 percent growth that we've experienced here in South Maui in the last ten
years, coupled with the 2.3 million visitors a year to Maui, that's an average of
about 60,000 visitors per day. Cut that number in half, you're looking at
anywhere from 45 to 46 thousand people here in South MauL No wonder we
have a traffic problem. Right? We've heard about it. This, with three officers,
comes out to approximately 1 officer for 15,000 people. That is incredibly high.
And it's dangerous. It's dangerous to the community. It's dangerous to our
visitors. What I'm asking for you this evening to consider, and I know that the
Mayor has already included 6 officers this year and 6 next year--but I'm asking
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you to consider 12. If we have 12, we can staff five beats. That would bring our
numbers down to 1 officer for 9,200 people, approximately. Optimal ratio is
1 officer between 5 and 6 thousand people ... is optimal. We'd still be a little bit
high, but we'd better be able to address the needs of the community in terms of
our crime problem. Kihei handles 25 to 30 percent more cases than Lahaina,
with 60 percent of the manpower that they have. They have five beats over
there. Us is three. And here most importantly, 9.44 minutes is the average
response time on an emergency call. Nine minutes for us to respond to an
emergency. Optimally, we'd like to be there within two to three minutes. But we
can't do it because we don't have enough manpower to do it. Officers are only
available to take assignments 35 minutes of every hour scheduled to work. We
handle about 700 calls for service on average ... every month. We have no
clerical support. The officers are forced to fingerprint their own prisoners. We
have no public safety aides to do that-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. FONTAINE: --for us. And so as a result, the officers are having to spend longer
times off the road to process, doing their own clerical timesheets and everything
else. So anyway, I think I've given you a piece of what it is, and I thank you for
your support in coming out tonight and allowing me as the Commander to give
you an insight, perhaps, as to what's going on here in South MauL Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Lieutenant? George ...
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA:
. . . your, your four-man shift takes into account vacation
and ... officers calling in for sick?
MR. FONTAINE: My... I'm sorry, the ...
CHAIR HOKAMA: Your four-man staffing per shift or, or... what's the right term your
using ...
MR. FONTAINE: Well, we have three authorized, but I, I try to do four. And I've now
used a creative scheduling of, of three days, 12 ... 12-hour shifts. So we do a
3-12 schedule now where I get, actually, more utilization out of my manpower.
Sometimes I can put four... and on a rare occasion, five. But that does not take
into consideration sick leave, vacation ... training-CHAIR HOKAMA: Court.
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MR. FONTAINE: --all of these things, court. Exactly.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, thank you very much, Lieutenant.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Mr. Chairman?
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
?: Chair?
CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Kawano?
COUNCILMEMBER KAWANO: ... Lieutenant, tell me one thing, you talking about
three beats. What are you looking at with the increase, the manpower you
asking for now... what will, how many beats would that include?
MR. FONTAINE: If you give me 12 officers, I would be able to have five beats.
COUNCILMEMBER KAWANO: Five beats?
MR. FONTAINE: Yes.
COUNCILMEMBER KAWANO: And on one beat, again, how many personnel is that?
MR. FONTAINE: For... every beat is ... requires 6 officers. Actually, it's 5.5 when you
do take into consideration the vacation and sick leave, et cetera. But we just
round it to 6. So 6 officers per beat to run that 24-hours a day, 7-days a week.
COUNCILMEMBER KAWANO: Thank you. Thank you, Chairman.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Arakawa?
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: ... Lieutenant, you also mentioned that you have no
clerical staff?
MR. FONTAINE: That is correct.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: If you were to look at support staff as far as clerical,
what would you think the requirements are?
MR. FONTAINE: At minimum and what was proposed in the Mayor's budget was a, a
Clerk Typist to at least handle the payroll, the filing, all of the other miscellaneous
clerical duties that are required in a station--which the officers and myself are
doing now... because we have no one to do it.
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Do you know how many... clerical staff Lahaina has?
MR. FONTAINE: They have ... 1 believe ... two clerical people there, and I believe they
also have public safety aides there as well. But understand also Lahaina also
has their own criminal intell ... criminal investigation division, their own detectives.
So I believe they have a clerk ... to help them support that, as well as a clerk that
supports the patrol function. And then they also have public safety aides which
are responsible for doing fingerprinting and the processing of the prisoners so
that the officers don't have to do that.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: So ... you would say one clerical staff is adequate? It
sound, doesn't sound adequate.
MR. FONTAINE: Mr. Arakawa, actually it is not. Honestly. But I understand that we
can't do everything now. I, I would rather look at us being able to supply the
police officers here ... to be able to provide the basic public safety for this
community that I'm responsible for. The officers, you know, if we can get the
clerk, great. We'll do our own thing ... process and do what we have to do even if
we have to work harder to do it. But we're more concerned about public safety
here. And that's the critical key.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: And you mention that. .. Lahaina has about 60
percent of the cases that you have?
MR. FONTAINE: No, actually... we ... we handle 25 to 30 percent more cases than
Lahaina does on average, with 60 percent of the workforce that Lahaina has.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Oh, okay. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair.
CHAIR HOKAMA: If you have that. .. broken down for us, George, I would appreciate
you sharing that with the Staff so we can have it for the records.
MR. FONTAINE: Okay. I'll, I'll type it up in a more, I have it just kind of written in notes
here. I'll type it up in a more formal thing and I can either e-mail it or forward it
through channels.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much.
MR. FONTAINE: Okay. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Mary--thank you. Any other questions for the Commander? Thank
you, Lieutenant.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Mary? Mary Lawrence?
MS. LAWRENCE: ... Thank you. My name is Mary Lawrence, and I am a resident of
Kihei. And ... I'd like to thank you for letting us have this opportunity tonight.
What I want to address is, and ask for your help is a couple of days ago or
couple, I guess about a week ago I wrote a letter to the Editor... about the night
traffic on the pali. .. Ieaving Lahaina ... all the way into Wailea. I, like many other
workers on the island, work a nightshift. And I drive from Kaanapali to Wailea
five nights a week. During that drive--and I think it's about 28 miles--I see every
single night, without exception, the most horrendous traffic infractions. People
passing on the right, people dodging in and out, people coming straight at you so
you have to scatter... drunken weaving 20- to 30-miles-an-hour above the speed
limit. Not once, not one time in five months that I've had this shift have I seen a
police officer on that stretch of road. Not once. I called ...
. . . Captain, or Lieutenant Fontaine and I talked with him about it. And he told
me that it was a question of, of budget. And I question of staffing. I spoke with
him this evening and he said that. .. 1 think it's Captain Hirata ... had driven that
one evening to check it himself, without his lights on, just to see if that was ... or
what the extent was. I think statistically it's proven if you have cruising patrol
cars, you have people slow down ... you have people drive safer. I mean, we
can ticket people, or the police can ticket people, but just having a police vehicle
will get people to slow down. I mean, it certainly has me. And it, and it does
everyone else .. .(Iaughter) . .. But they're not there. And it was ... 1think about
two weeks ago, two cars were having a drag race on the blind corners of the pali.
It was unbelievable. Eleven o'clock at night, people were just scattering to the
shoulders trying to get away from these two. I got on 911, reported it, and was
told that I should follow them and get their drivers ... their, their license numbers.
AUDIENCE: .. .(Iaughter) . ..
MS. LAWRENCE: You know? I mean ... I'm not that good a driver .. .(Iaughter) . ..
ALL: ... (laughter) . ..
MS. LAWRENCE: And so what I'm asking is, is please believe that I am not
exaggerating. This is every single night. And I believe that there have been six
fatalities on the stretch from Lahaina to the paiL .. since the New Year. And
that's during the day. At night it's worse. It is truly worse. And we need help.
And I hope that you will budget. . .for... additional police and perhaps even some
other type of line item that we could get somebody patrolling back and forth in the
evenings. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mary.
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AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Charlotte Flavin.
MS. FLAVIN: ... Good evening, Council Members.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Hi.
MS. FLAVIN: Thank you for your attention. I'm here as a Member of the Board of
Directors of the MauL .. Community Clinic of Maui. The Community Clinic is the
only safety net for, care-provider in Maui County outside of Hana ... which
provides care regardless of the ability of the people to pay. We provide a wide
array of primary care and advocacy services--including general medicine, internal
medicine, pediatrics, OB-GYN, case management, and social services.
· .. We are the only federally qualified health care center in the County of Maui.
From 1993, when the Community Clinic opened, to two, the year 2000, patient
encounters increased annually from 1,000 to 20,000 per year. That's the highest
increases than any other health center in the State. We have 59 employees. In
the Fiscal Year 2000, we provided discounted services to uninsured clients which
cost a total of $430,000 in direct financial subsidies. These achievements are
important because of the level of need we currently see in our community.
Sixty-seven percent of all clinic patients are below 200 percent of the Federal
poverty level. Sixty-four percent of all clinic patients are uninsured. Fifty-seven
percent of clinic pediatric patients are uninsured.
· .. Currently, the County contributes $65,000 to the ice project as part of the
Mayor's substance abuse program, and $25,000 to our social services
department for mental health and substance abuse services.
· .. In a recent article in The Maui News about the ice program, it said that the
County funded $80,000. Actually that's the cost of the program, but the County
is funding only 65,000. Urn ...and another $25,000 contributes to the mental
health program which pays only 50 percent of the total cost of the social services
department. This year, we are requesting $50,000 through the County grants
program for social services, and we are hoping that the govern, the governor
· . .(laughter) . .. the Mayor . .. (laughter) . .. and the Council will again allocate
65,000 to administer the ice project--which you know that's really important on
this island. In addition, we are at, requesting that the County Council include a
$70,000 line item ... one-time only for the Fiscal Year 2002 budget for billing staff.
Just to briefly describe this, in order to properly collect 1 million point, $1.4 million
in fees through Medicare and Medicaid, private insurers, and other public
insurance, all visits must be accurately tracked, have diagnosis code affixed, and
be submitted to the proper entities. We are currently delayed as much as six
months in our billing operations. This delay is related to a number of factors, all
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of which could be addressed through additional qualified billing staff. Increased
Maui County support would allow us to continue to provide an efficient
cost-effective safety net for Maui residents. Mahalo for your continued support
for the Community Clinic of MauL
· .. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Charlotte.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Barney Eiting? Barney?
NOTE:

Very long pause while Mr. Eiting approached the mic.

MR. ElTING: ... Good evening.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Good evening.
MR. ElTING: My name is Barney Eiting, and I am ... a member of the Board of
Directors of the Kihei Community Association, and also Chairman of our Planning
and Development Committee. And I am so happy that all of you are here this
evening to here the concerns of our community. The ...
· . . on March 18th of 1999... our Planning and Development Committee
submitted ... implementing actions for a town plan, urban design guidelines, and
open space plan for the Kihei-Makena Community Plan. The entire focus and
intent of this project is to establish a sense of place, identity, and pride for the
Kihei-Makena community by acknowledging its rich cultural heritage,
environmental amenities, and early colonial development, and to create
comprehensible planning and design, to encourage controlled growth, and
establish guidelines and procedures for future development. We, of course,
continue to work closely with appropriate County departments to help resolve the
most critical traffic problem that we have right now. As I'm sure all of the Council
is aware, Kihei represented 20, 51 percent growth over the last ten years. And
we were first in the State. And it continues to grow.
· .. The ... the purpose of our Planning and Development Committee, besides the
traditional. .. responsibility of, of reviewing all SMA applications for ... South Maui
area, is to develop ... as instructed by the updated Community Plan in
1998 ... the ... a development of urban design guidelines and open space master
planning. The ...
· .. I think that what's really critical and the purpose of our town plan, urban
design ... is to identify the major problems facing the Kihei-Makena region and
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which need to be addressed. They are, essentially and generally as follows.
Transportation--we have inadequate traffic circulation and lack of public
transportation, are recognized as the most significant problems in the
Kihei-Makena area.
Shoreline access, open space, and watershed--our
shoreline recreational areas and accesses must be increased to meet the
growing needs of the region and island residents. Significant views, mauka and
makai of Piilani should be preserved to the greatest extent possible. Proper
preservation and management of natural drainageways and wetlands is critical in
sustaining our natural environment.
· .. The, Kihei is the residential and commercial center of the region. Planning
design guidelines need to be established to create a sense of place by defining
distinctive standards for four neighborhoods. Historic and culturally significant
sites should be identified and preserved. The ancient Hawaiian planning
concept-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. ElTING: --for the ahaapuaas [sic] should be integrated. In short, we have been the
recipient of a grant from the County to start this operation. Last night we had an
opportunity to display to our Board of Directors and select members of the
community...outstanding technical ...
· .. presentation. We're one of only ten communities in the United States in
which NASA is providing million dollars ... millions of dollars worth of research to
help us develop models for proper planning. 1. .. 1 thank you for your attention,
and we look forward to your support in our financial needs to continue the
planning efforts for this area.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Barney.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Barney... if you have ...
· .. have your comments written out, you know, please submit it to us and we'll
make sure it's ... gets distributed to-MR. ElTING: Right.
CHAIR HOKAMA: --the Members.
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MR. ElTING: What we're doing is--based on some information that came up from last
night's meeting--we're reorganizing that and by Monday or Tuesday of next week
you'll have a full detail of what we've done to date and what are plans are in the
future.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Arakawa?
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Yeah, Barney, that was a great presentation last
night. My question to you ... if we were to direct all of the property tax money and
not roll the, not roll it back ...would you guys be willing to keep that tax intact if
we put the money toward highway... work?
Mr. ElTING: ... Well, yes and no. I mean, that's a, that's kind of a double-edged sword
.. .(Iaughter) . . .(inaudible) . .. answer that .. .(Iaughter) . .. We, and let me
answer it in a more generic way, Alan, and ...without trying to avoid
... (laughter) . .. the answer specifically. Traffic, for certain, is a critical problem
for all, all of Maui, and particularly for South MauL . .for all the many reasons that
have already been discussed. But we also have some additional critical
concerns that we have to address currently, but more to the future. Every
indication is that Kihei is going to continue to grow. I personally don't believe that
a moratorium, as such, is the answer to that. That may be a partial part of it. But
it's, it's like trying to put, the little Dutch boy trying to put his finger in, in the dam.
You know? Eventually, you could just hold it so long. I think that what we're
doing in, in working with the Pacific Disaster Center and with NASA and with the
County departments, Public Works and Planning--Bill Medeiros has been an
incredible resource to us in developing GIS information--to our Association, with
NASA and PDC and the work we've been doing in the past, the Council, I hope,
soon will have an opportunity to see this presentation to really understand the
wonderful tool we have for planning. And .. .it's ... it, I think the, however we
divert the money... it has to be done in such a way that it addresses all of the
concerns for the community. Bicycling is, is one of our major concerns. We're
trying to replace, get people out of automobiles and walking and
bicycling ... things like the bikeway which suddenly disappeared from our
planning. We're, we're pressing hard to get it done so that we can get people to,
to move from community to community ... and look at other transportation modes
and things. So, Alan ... specific to your question, yes, that would be nice, but I
think that there are ... along with perhaps that as a solution, alternative solution,
there are other things that we can do in a much broader way to help solve the
problems for the future.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Bottom line, you'd be willing to not have the tax
repealed, just keep the property tax there and we put the funding toward the
infrastructu re?
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MR. ElTING: Well .. .(laughter) . .. I, once again, I don't, it's something we'll take under
consideration. I wanna review that. Uh ... 1 have some personal opinions. I
don't wanna speak for the community association on that issue. Uh, but that's
certainly something that I will take up on Monday at our--we meet every Monday,
our Planning and Development--and get a consensus opinion on that.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Could you please let us know?
Mr. ElTING: I will indeed.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Because it, it's pretty close. You know, when we're
looking at all the funding that we're gonna need to do a lot of the repairs and the
infrastructure catch up ... if we had, if we try also to cut back on property tax, we
loose the ability to react-MR. ElTING: I understand.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --as quickly as we'd like to. And even with the current
funding as, as it is, we won't be able to do a lot of things. So... we gotta make
some real tough choices. And that's why I'm asking, you know, as a community
if you are willing to do that, it gives us much more leverage.
MR. ElTING: Right. And I most assuredly will seek to get a consensus opinion on that.
Uh ... 1, I just am hesitant to express my own personal opinion-COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: .. .(Iaughter) . ..
MR. ElTING: --at the moment.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: I don't blame you ... (laughter) . ..
MR. ElTING: All right ... (laughter) . .. fine. Thank you very much.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Bill Overton. Bill?
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Bill Overton?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Overton approached the mic.

MR. OVERTON: ... I was afraid that the newspaper tomorrow was gonna read
"Barney Eiting in favor of a tax hike" for a second.
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ALL: .. .(laughter) . ..
MR. OVERTON: I am Bill Overton. I'm the Manager of the Wailea Community
Association. And it's a pleasure to speak to you tonight. First, let me say this is
one of the really good things, in my opinion, about Maui--that you go around to
the different communities and listen. I think that's a wonderful thing. I'm happy
to testify on a noncontroversial issue for a change--something I think all of South
Maui agrees on, which in and of itself is a rarity--that is the ... portion of your
budget that advocates more police service to South MauL And I must say I find
myself in a political quandary. We're very grateful to the Mayor. We've written
many letters to the Mayor in Wailea.
All of my property owners ... are
represented one way or another by their board or with their own letters saying we
need more police help. With the recent opening of the Shops at Wailea and
growth in our region--and regrettably we've had big-city crime ... this last year for
the first time that I can recall in my seven years as Manager. And I'm not talking
about a purse-snatching, folks. I'm talking about a rape ... talking about an
armed robbery. And we're really concerned about it. And we went to the Chief
and we went to Lieutenant Fontaine. We said what can we do to help you? And
they said please help us get more money in the budget so that we can get
adequate police staffing. And the Mayor honored us by putting a new beat in
there. And we're all happy. And I'm coming here with prepared testimony for the
six new officers, and then up comes by friend ... George Fontaine and says, you
know, the truth is six isn't enough. I don't wanna disrespect the Mayor. I
appreciate what he's done. And we ask you to support his budget. But if you
can find a way to support what Lieutenant Fontaine ... said tonight, so much the
better. I've known George for awhile. We went to community police seminars
together on Oahu a few years ago when he was just getting started with this.
_____ , our community police officer, the guy's made a difference. George
is doing really good work. And I ask you to support the Mayor's budget at least,
and if you can find a way to support what George asked you for, so much the
better. Thank you very much.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Bill.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAI R HOKAMA: ... Steve Ker [sic] ?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Kear approached the mic.

MR. KEAR: ... I am Steve Kear, I am here to represent Valley Isle Timing Association.
And again wanna thank the Council for coming out and listening to all our views.
Most of the people over here said most of all the stuff we were gonna say about
our, our Motor Sports Park out there, but I mainly wanted to ... step on the part
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about the family entertainment. I don't know if many of you Councilmen have
been out there to, to running any of the events out there--which include the
drag-way, the ... the motocross, the ... and we got the circle track, we got the
go-cart track. And there's hundreds, if not thousands of people, families,
children, participants, racers that come out to attend these events regularly.
And they're from toddlers all the way up to grandparents. Uh ... being part of the
drag-way, as we all know, the ... in the last five years the amount of accidents
that have increased on Maui, including deaths--and a lot of 'em are contributions
to speed ... you know, these kids have fast cars and they're gonna use 'em. You
know, you can't take the speed out of the children, but you can give 'em safe
environment to use their cars in. Every other week, there's this midnight illegal
runs all around the island, these kids are using these cars on. And that's the
ones we wanna zero in on. We want them off the street and give 'em a safe
environment to use these vehicles, at the same time have fun. Because we go
out there, and like I said, there was thousands. We have our Memorial Day
events, there's 3 to 4, 5 thousand people that come out there and watch this.
And at this point, the County has a very huge opportunity of making this the
number one sports .. .facility in the State of Hawaii, and along with the Maui
County fairgrounds are going out there, MEO, the National Guard, the police
training center, all the helicopter participants that go out there to do ... disarm all
the ordinance--that's all going in there. But. ..the facility out there is so old. It's
the old ... you know, runways from way back during the war time. And we need
help with electricity, with water, road infrastructures. I mean, we need help out
there. And ... we, we're just here to lobby for this budget, help us out. And it's
mainly for the kids--to give them a place to ...to race and do all their speed in
safe environment. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Steve.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAI R HOKAMA: ... Bob Nichols?
NOTE:

Very long pause while Mr. Nichols approached the mic.

MR. NICHOLS: ... Uh ... I'm speaking as the Chairperson of the South Maui Parks
Advisory Committee. I've included in my written material, the Kihei Community
Association web site. If you haven't seen it yet, we implore you to look at it.
There is a section in that on parks ... that shows not only our parks, many of 'em
are, they have pictures of the parks, and in many of 'em they list the concerns of,
of individuals for the specific parks that are shown in that. It's an excellent web
site. Quite honestly, the park budget numbers are a bit confusing to me. Park
and Recreation employees are 20.5 percent of the County staff, but they only
receive 6.2 percent of your County funds. A first-class park program will require
about 12 percent of property tax funds. Since Maui depends on its beach parks
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for visitors use, a good case could be made that this amount should be 15
percent for land acquisition, development, maintenance, and program. The
Puune [sic] Motor Sports Park and the golf course are what we call enterprise
accounts. And normally they would pay all their costs and make a contribution to
the general fund. Under this budget, the taxpayer's asked to subsidize these
activities for $600,000. I think this is wrong. The fund should come from their
current funds or what we know as enterprise revenue funds where the funds over
the years pay back their cost. The community center fee proposals is good
except in one area. The deposit required is not just for a key, but for cleaning
and the key. If the user does not clean up after their use, the Park staff does the
job, and the deposit is reduced to cover the cost. For example, if this room was
used into early evening and not cleaned up, Park staff will be brought in on
overtime to make the room ready for the next day's use. It's not unusual after a
wedding or a big party for $100 or $150 to be expended to clean up this room.
Since the Park central office keeps the deposit, the local park staff must pay for
the cleaning cost by reducing its services and its programs.
Three
suggestions--the deposit should be called a "cleaning and key deposit"; the
deposit for a large room such as this should be $150; and the cost to cleaning
should be charged to the Parks central office, or the Parks central office should
credit the local Park units for their forfeited deposit. Sometime in the far distant
past, Worldmark paid $400,000 for a park assessment fee.
Twenty-five
thousand dollars in this year's budget is part of that assessment. Last year,
$30,000 was placed in the budget for Kamaole Point. It was removed and we
were told that it'd be in this year's budget. It isn't in this year's budget. Last year,
$300,000 was budgeted for a parking lot, irrigation, and upgraded restrooms for
Kamaole III.
MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. NICHOLS: Okay. With three minutes, three months to go, there is still no
construction, no plans that have been presented to the community for review,
and we have been asked where $400,000 is going. Which raises one other
question, and then I'll stop and come back later when everybody else is done.
Looking at South Maui, you will see several subdivisions under construction.
None of these have parks. None of them. How much was collected in park
assessments and where has the money gone? It hasn't appeared in South MauL
When I, later... if I may, I'll come back and I'll finish off.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay.
MR. NICHOLS: Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Daniel. ..Wuthrich.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Wuthrich approached the mic.

MR. WUTHRICH: ... Good evening. My name is Dan Wuthrich ... and I wished I
woulda wore a jackettoday .. .(laughter) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Us, too.
MR. WUTHRICH: .. .(laughter). .. I'm ... here as President of the Kihei Community
Association. And ... I'd just like to echo ... a bunch of the things that our active
Board of Directors has been testifying tonight. First of all, George's request for
the additional police officers and ... beats is, is ...
. . . very supported by our, our membership and very much needed. And we
hope and ... expect that to be, to go through. The north-south collector road is
very, very important to our community. We really need to get to work on that
and to create a... community plan amendment to the community plan. And this
is something I understand the Council can do ... to see that that is contiguous.
And the north-south collector road is ... is all the way 'cause right now there's
some misunderstanding in the language of that. And the Planning Department
has, has not made it contiguous from Kilohana all the way north. Um ... so the
bikepath is very much needed because one of the ... possible solutions to our
traffic problems is to eliminate the bikepath on the Piilani Highway. So we must
have a bikepath, north-south, separate from the road. And the perfect spot for
that is on the north-south collector road .
.. . Um ...
. . . you know, South Maui being the fastest growing community in the
State ... we have a lot of deficiencies, but one I'd like to bring up is our parks.
We have some of the most beautiful parks in the world here. In our planning and
development workshops, one of the themes that came up and was very popular,
was to build a city within a park. And that's our vision--to build a city within a
park. Now... some of things that are needed to do that are, are some more
funding and staffing.
Um ... 1 would like to see a building maintenance
repairperson put into the budget for South MauL There's only one right now for
all of South Maui. And he's ... horribly overworked, and he can't keep up. And
the maintenance of our parks has really ... become an eyesore down here.
So ...there's a big need for an additional building maintenance repairperson.
Another thing I testified year after year for is a irrigator for South MauL We still
do not have a South Maui irrigator. And all of our parks are irrigated. Um ... 1
understand there's somebody gonna be hired--
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MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. WUTHRICH: --but I don't know that they're going to be assigned to South MauL
Um ... we'd like to see the, the beach reserve lands developed or some plan to
start developing the beach reserve lands. We've got tremendous possibilities.
And finally ... on the regional park... we need a gymnasium in Kihei now. This is
the only district in all of Maui that does not have a gymnasium. There's over 3 to
4 hundred kids who sign up every year to play in the basketball league down at
Kalama Park in the sun. So see what you can do to fund those. Thank you very
much.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Daniel.
· .. Madge Schaefer.
NOTE:

Long pause while Ms. Schaefer approached the mic.

MS. SCHAEFER: . . . Thank you for giving me the opportunity to ... address this
Committee tonight regarding this year's budget.
· . .(sigh) . .. The Mayor's budget letter... dated March 15th states that one of his
goals is to increase accessibility of government to the public.

· .. This year's budget was not provided to the County libraries until last week,
and was available at the Kihei library today only because they allowed me to
peruse it before it was processed. I would encourage the Council to direct the
Mayor's Office to provide copies to the libraries at the same time it's released to
the public so we have more than one day...to peruse it. Many of the questions I
had about the budget were promptly answered by Arthur and Tammy of the
Budget Director's staff. I do have a few questions which they were unable to
answer, and also a few comments--and I'll provide a copy to ... the Secretary of
the Committee ... um ... and these are directly related to each department. In risk
management, I wondered why there isn't a actual loss work time ... days
available. How can there be accurate estimates when past actuals are missing?
In Public Works, additional staff was needed to increase billing for refuse bills.
Has consideration been given to discounts for customers who pay in full for a
year in advance? This could reduce staff demands and postage. And I think a
lot of people who ... are on Maui to stay would pay their bill a year ahead. In the
Department of Finance, it's nice to see that sewer and golf funds have become
self-sustaining. I know that the Council took some heat for raising some fees
and ... and it. .. worked out very positively, I think. Um ... regarding the
self-insurance, is the self-insurance a yearly payment into the fund or. .. and what
is the self-insurance fund balance if it is, and what type of coverage does this
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self-insurance cover? Uh ... in the Department of Management. .. it seems that I
may be misunderstanding, but it appears that this is just additional staff for the
Mayor's Office under a different name. It sounds like it does what department
heads should be doing.
· .. On the capital improvement budget, there is an $8,000 ... pardon me, an
$800,000 general obligation bond allocated for the extension of a recycled
waterline in South Kihei Road. It has ten users.
· .. Who are they? And why are the taxpayers paying for this line? It's $80,000
a user... plus interest. Just. .. recycled water sell for less?
· .. There should be a requirement that any new high-rise development
contribute-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MS. SCHAEFER: --to the ... contribute to the cost of a ladder truck for the Wailea
station. I'm sorry, I did talk this afternoon and try and get a lot of these questions
answered. And I think it's important if...the Chair would indulge me and allow
me another minute or two.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Go ahead.
MS. SCHAEFER: Urn ...oh, and what a way to start ... after you do .. .(Iaughter) . ..
extend a kindness ...the Office of Council Services ... (laughter) . .. 2000 actual
expenditure for operations was forth, $422,138. The 201 appropriation was
1,403,626--a whopping $981,000 increase. Now for 202, the request is for
1.5 million, or $142,000 increase. That's $1,124,468 in two years. I'm really
interested in what's going on here.
· . . Department of Parks and Recreation, the program objectives ... this
Department includes "promote health". Each Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
an average of 80 people attend a water aerobics class at the Kihei community
pool. This is the largest class on the island.
MS. KOLLER: Four minutes.
MS. SCHAEFER: By the way, the Parks Department indicates that 15,282 people
participated in water aerobics classes last year. For a year, it was taught by a
certified aerobics instructor who also was a lifeguard. After a knee injury forced
her to retire, the class has been taught by non certified volunteers. I'm very
grateful for their service. Believe me, that the department should have funded a
certified teacher for aerobics. Fire district, I support the expansion of the new
Wailea fire station. I hope that an additional ambulance can be based there.
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The police station, you've heard lots and lots of testimony. They do an
outstanding job under some really difficult conditions. I hope, and I was very
heartened to hear you all ask questions of Lieutenant Fontaine about what he
needs additionally. Since fines for parking violations go to the State with no
reimbursement to the County for cost, would it be more financially responsible to
discontinue this? Has a cost-revenue study on this ever been done?
MS. KOLLER: Five minutes.
MS. SCHAEFER: SO ... I've just got two more lines .. .(Iaughter) . .. So ... 7,626
parking tissue ... tickets were issued in Lahaina alone. And no reimbursement
for cost to the County for that. All that money goes to the State. Finally, a word
about the actual printed budget and the Mayor's new math. The budget should
provide details as to what income is generated. It is virtually impossible to do a
proper analysis of the budget without revenues broken down. Also, as a
stockholder in this public corporation, I shouldn't have to pay $30 to get a copy of
the budget.
· .. The Mayor's budget message tells us that because $4 million was generated
by increased assessed valuation, he is proposing a $2 million reduction in tax
rates. We appreciate that. Net 2 million to the County coffers. He also says that
a... the $4 million increase in the PUC tax case-MS. KOLLER: Six minutes.
MS. SCHAEFER: --windfall will have a 2 million allocated for traffic mitigation
measures. Right on. The way I see it, that is $8 million to the County, and $2
million to the people who pay the bills ...the taxpayers. I hope you will
reconsider this formula when it comes time to set the tax rate. Thank you for
indulging me with the extra time.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Madge.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAI R HOKAMA: ... Jack Arnold?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Arnold approached the mic.

MR. ARNOLD: ... Good evening, Council Members.
· .. My name is Jack Arnold, I'm a member of the Maui RC Modelers Club.
· .. I came here 18 years ago and joined that club. We've been flying out at the
Puunene airstrip ever since. Never illegally, but always tolerated.
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· .. About 15 years ago I presented the Council. .. Members a plan ... that
encompassed using that site for the County fair and for all the motor... motor
act. .. activities. I'm glad to see it's coming to pass--I hope .. .(laughter) . .. I'd
like to thank you very much for including a line item in your budget for the site.
Thank you.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Jack.
· .. Steve Weiser? ... (end of tape, start 28) ...
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Weiser approached the podium.

MR. WEISER: ... Good evening, everyone. Thanks for letting us talk. My name is
Steve. I've been coming to Maui for 30 years. I grew up in New York City, I
visited Miami Beach, San Francisco ... LA. I wanna talk very briefly about
handball. .. courts.
But before I get to that, I wanna complement you
all--whoever built this pools ... and really wonderful addition to Maui, and I see
that your forward thinking ... I'm kinda horrified how fast everything is growing,
but that's part of it. As far as the roads that, go, I really think that instead of just
widening, widening the Piilani Highway, I really think you need to build another
one right next to it. Think into the future. You know, just widening it, taking the
bikepath away or anything is not gonna cut it. And same thing with the Mokulele
Highway. It really ought to be two of 'em ...with the trees in the middle--make it
a divided highway. Which brings me to this handball thing. I talked to the guys
over at the airport, the old airport today. Because I have been coming here, I
always practice at the old three-wall courts. Now they've rented the three,
the ... that whole area to Parsons, and they're not letting us play handball there
any more. Now every major city in the country has handball courts in every
neighborhood because they know that this is good for youth--keeps the
aggressive kids out of trouble, gives them something to do. I'm suggesting that
we build some handball courts ... here on Maui. .. public courts ... for the kids and
also because it wouldn't take very much to attract national tournaments. You
have one-wall handball, three-wall, and four-wall.
· .. If kids see ... that they can ... play this sport, that will lower the crime rate.
· .. It gives kids something to do. So my suggestion, one suggestion is like
where the pool is over in Kahului, there's a pool on ... it's between Kamehameha
and Kaahumanu on ...
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... right next to Puunene Road. Well, there's a site where the old Salvation
Army ... building was, it's just a floor. That would be ideal for a couple of public
courts .
. . . And I'm just wondering if there's any way that we can get back the use of
those three-wall courts over there on the south of that airstrip. Because these
guys weren't thinking of, of... anybody. When they rented that, they didn't
realize that people are actually using those courts. So I come in there to use 'em
and they kick me off. I just had surgery and I wanna rehab a little bit of, all you
need is a cement wall to throw the ball against. So what I'm suggesting is
that. .. we have some courts .. .four-wall, three-wall, and one-wall, and think in
terms of attracting a national tournament. The weather here is wonderful. And
the last thing I wanna say is that when I was talking to these guys today, they
were talking about putting a traffic light on the Mokulele Highway. Urn ... it looks
like it's gonna be a disaster if they do that.
MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. WEISER: Okay. Urn ... I'm just saying I hate to be in this position, but I'm actually
advocating an overpass there. 'Cause as long as you're coming north ... as
you're going towards Kahului, it's fine. You can go just right in. But if you try to
turn south ... and, and then turn over there, it's terrible. So I'm in the position of
advocating the first overpass. And I'm wondering if there's any way we can have
a real good handball facility there for the kids and for the possibility of attracting
national tournaments ... and for myself. I've been coming here for 30 years, all of
a sudden I can't play handball anymore. So that's the thing. I think we need
more--think in terms of two Piilani Highways, two Mokulele Highways ...
CHAIR HOKAMA: Stay by the mic there.
MR. WEISER: Okay. Two, you know, double what we've got now instead of just
widening it a little bit, think in terms of the future--double those two roads.
And ... some real good, like in New York City, those handball courts keep kids
out of trouble. A few courts, chinning bars, dipping bars gives 'em something to
do in the evening. You-MS. KOLLER: Four minutes.
MR. WEISER: You can have, you pay for your own lights, you put in a quarter, the light
comes on. That type of thing. With Maui growing as fast as it is, I think, I hope
you can consider these suggestions of mine. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Steve.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Claire Cappelle?
NOTE:

Pause.

MS. CAPPELLE: ... Good evening. My name is Claire Cappelle with the Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary. I'd like to thank you all for
listening to us tonight. Appreciate it--you being here on a evening. Um ... 1 did
present written testimony, so I'll just briefly--three things I'd like to, again, support
Community Work Day, they're a wonderful program here. They have been
especially kind and generous to the Sanctuary in the renovation of our entire
property there. Then secondly, I'd like to also support the Mayor's offer of putting
a million dollars towards preservation of coastal land and open spaces. I must
say that I am a Board Member on the Maui Coastal Land Trust, so I have my
own ... what would you say, interest. . .in, in supporting, putting that plug in. And
then, lastly, I would like to support in the discretionary funds for the Mayor, the
cultural interest here in the island of MauL I know there is talk there for fishponds
of Molokai, but there also are fishponds here on Maui that could use some of the
money in the Mayor's budget as seed money to begin funding--specifically the
Ko'ie'ie Loko i'a which graces the Sanctuary property. Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
NOTE:

Very long silence.

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Frank Blackwell.
NOTE:

Very long pause while Mr. Blackwell approached the mic.

MR. BLACKWELL: ... It would seem that I know a few of you ... since I was with the
Maui .. .(laughter) . .. Visitors Bureau ... and you weren't always smiling ... as I
remember it. Uh, I'm here representing the Maui Symphony Orchestra. With all
these fine presentations that are made tonight, I. .. 1 feel like a... a mouse that
roared. Uh ...
. . . when you are a nonprofit thing like we are--that is the Maui Symphony
Orchestra--it is, it is a question simply of survival. It is ... we cannot, with the box
office function that we have ... support bringing the fine musicians that we've put
together. And we've improved a lot. I was the, I've been them now ten years,
ever since I retired from the Maui Visitors Bureau. And it's been a rewarding
experience because I think we're bringing the kind of music, perhaps, that I have
an affection for and I know a lot of people that do. But we just cannot seem to
make it with the cost factors we have of paying these musicians--which they
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deserve everything they can get. So we appeal to you as the ... as the ... as the
County element that can help us. And if. .. and when you consider that we have
put $28 million-plus into one of the finest. .. theaters, perhaps, in the country.
Tony Bennett said as far as he was concerned, it was the best acoustics he had
seen anywhere in all the travels he's made. We've right to be proud of that. But
you also have, really, kind of an obligation to have a resident symphony
orchestra attached to that kind of an operation. I submit that we're ... the request
you have from us is modest compared to all these other wonderful things you're
trying to do. So I submit that give us consideration this year, even ... even
though we've had not too much help in the past. Thank you very much.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Frank.
· .. Dave Mackwell.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Mackwell approached the mic.

MR. MACKWELL: ... I have a handout for you all.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Mackwe/l's handout was distributed to the Council Members.

MR. MACKWELL: ... I. .. I'm sorry that Irene left, but I thought of a problem-solving for
George. She could ... track, track down those speeders on the pali and get their
license numbers for him ... (laughter). .. because she ... the drag racer
· .. (laughter) . .. My name is Dave Mackwell, and I'm ... the .. .
· .. with the KCA, and I'm on the Board, and I'm the Chairman of the ... Ocean
Concerns Committee, I'm also the Chairman of the Mayor's Task Force on
Seaweed in South MauL Uh ... 1think most of you are familiar with the problem
that we've had over the many years in the ... along the Waipuilani Beach
Park...which starts at the VFW and goes up to my... the problem area goes up
to the Kalepolepo pond ... pond where seaweed accumulates and rots on the
beach and has been a growing problem. The current cleanup process is not
adequate. The machinery being used is ... plows a lot of sand, it doesn't get, do
a complete job of picking the seaweed up. And it's stockpiled ... against the
berm, it's created a lot of problems. Uh ... 1 think that we've come upon a, a
process and a, and a piece of equipment that will do a much better job. Uh ... 1,
the Mayor has put this into his budget and I hope that the Council will also
support that. I believe that the ... uh ... money will be repaid to the County
many-fold from the improvement in the valuation of the properties in that area.
Right now, it's a blight on the, on the area. If you'll read one of the attachments
that I have in there, Maui Revealed had slammed the area, uh ... incorrectly said
that there was sewage ... discharge into the ocean there and ... but many people
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believed that because of the odors that come from that area.
I think
Alan Arakawa has had some experience from many years ago in that specific
issue. But just, just the cost of, of the lost revenue from .. .from guest staying in
the condominiums in that area ... Maui Sunset documented one year they had
$25,000 worth of people had checked out. So we're losing ...
· .. uh ... rooms tax, we're losing ...
· .. uh ... property tax valuations that mean lower assessments .. .for the County.
And ... so I really don't think it's a, although it requires some funding to do it
properly ... it'lI, it'll be paid back many-fold to the County. And also the park is
very ... much underutilized because of the ... poor quality of the beach. Most
people don't even wanna walk on it most times because even though it, the
seaweed's clean, the process leaves it looking like a construction site. It doesn't
look like a natural beach. So it's pretty un, unappealing. We ... we have about
three-quarters of a mile of beachfront there and there's a lot of people in the
neighborhood that I think would enjoy the park a lot more if it were, if it were ... if
the beach were better kept. And so, I hope that you will ...
· .. endorse the Mayor's .. .funding for this activity. Uh ... I'd also like to give a
plug for the Maui Coastal Land Trust. .. the Mayor's budget item of a million
dollars, to support that. I think it's a very worthwhile thing. I get one more little
piece of property that I think should be considered for purchase. There's a, a
vacant lot at the north-end of this beach-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. MACKWELL: There's a vacant lot at the north-end of this beach reserve. We
could have bought one of those lots last year for a million dollars. Now you'll
have to pay $2 million, but. .. how are people gonna get to park, to use that
three-quarters of a mile of beach in the future when it's gonna, when we clean it
up and have it be attractive.
· .. It's a, it's a problem already. So ... thank you very much.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Dave.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Dave, can you hold on, please? Mr. Arakawa?
MR. MACKWELL: Yeah, sorry.
NOTE:

Long silence.
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: .. , That machine you've got parked over at Luana
Kai, if we buy a bigger version of that-MR. MACKWELL: Yes ...
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --what, what would you expect the life expectancy on
that machine is?
MR. MACKWELL: Well .. .that depends a lot on maintenance. Um .. .1 would probably,
with capital equipment. . .I would say ten years. But it may be longer. It may be
less--depending on how well, how well it's maintained. The gentleman who's
doing the beach cleaning right now is a ... does a very good job of maintaining
his equipment, which ... he pays for. And .. .if we have Joe continue or find
another person, maintenance of that equipment will be very important. It
uses ... the one, the equipment that I'm interested in ... most likely is available to
us because of cost and ... many other factors. It uses all standard components
that can be purchased .. .from ... if there's hydraulic motors, they're standard; if
there's belts or gears, it's all stuff that can be ... can be ...
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA:
currently ...

For, for that machine to be active, you know,

MR. MACKWELL: Yeah ...
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA:
seaweed ...

. . . you're just. .. pretty much stacking all that

MR. MACKWELL: Right.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: ... and trying to dry it. With the two lots that are
being developed, is there a way to get in to remove that seaweed from that area?
MR. MACKWELL: Yeah, we've taken that into consideration. The County...was not
utilizing the ... right-of-way that they, they have at the north-end of the park there.
But they're going, they're gonna have to redo that right-of-way to get access to
the beach--not just for the vehicles, but also for the public to walk onto the beach.
'Cause the, the ... person who's developing that lot has exercised his ... property
rights and has blocked off what was used before for people to walk up to the
beach. But-COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: But, but there is a right-of-way-MR. MACKWELL: There is a right-of-way-COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --that's wide enough for a vehicle.
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MR. MACKWELL: --yes. And that, it, not, you can't recognize
it now, but it will
be--when we get this, when and if we get this beach cleaning
plan in, yes. I
haven't gone into details about the plan, there's quite a bit in there.
It would take
a long time. If anybody wants to talk to me about it separately,
I'd be glad to
make myself available.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Okay. No, I, I just ...
MR. MACKWELL: Yeah.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: ... been looking at those two lots
that are-MR. MACKWELL: Right.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --being developed. And I've seen
the-MR. MACKWELL: Only one of 'ems being developed now. The
other one's for sale.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Oh, okay, 1'11-MR. MACKWELL: Yeah ... (/aughter) . ..
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --I'll stand corrected. It, they-MR. MACKWELL: No, I just-COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --both been cleared a lot.
MR. MACKWELL: Yeah.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: But. . .I, I, I've-MR. MACKWELL: Yeah.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA:
prior--

--been noticing that the right-of-way that was used

MR. MACKWELL: Right.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --was blocked off.
MR. MACKWELL: Right.
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COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: And that's why I was wondering
if there's gonna be a
way to get vehicles to that area-MR. MACKWELL: Yes.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --in order to remove a lot-MR. MACKWELL: On the other-COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: --of the seaweed.
MR. MACKWELL: --side of the stream, on the north side of the stream
.
COUNCILMEMBER ARAKAWA: Oh, okay. Thank you.
MR. MACKWELL: Yeah. That has to be developed.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Dave .
. . . Patrick Ryan.
NOTE:

Long pause while Mr. Ryan approa ched the mic.

MR. RYAN: ... Good evening and thank you for coming to South
Maui. My name is
Patrick Ryan, and tonight I represent Fishpond 'Ohana Resto
ration Maui.
Fishpond 'Ohana is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated
to the repair,
restoration of Ko'ie'ie Loko i'a, a three-acre cultural-significant site
in South Maui.
Tonight, I and all the folks working on this cultural site rest. .. restor
ation wish to
recommend Item 903442 ... the $250,000 for cultural restoration
in the Mayor's
budget. Many of the groups are here tonight--Uncle Bully, Claire
Cappelle, and
the volunteers from the Whale National Marine Sanctuary. There
are too many
cultural-significant ancient Hawaiian sites in need of restoration ...
to preserve the
recognition of the ancient Hawaiian's accomplishment. It is very
encouraging to
see such a budget item to support rest, restoration. It's very appro
priate for the
support to be a matching ... grant basis ... help for those folks that
are dedicated
to the cultural sites of Maui. I feel strongly this budget item
.. .for cultural
restoration is a correct thing to do for MauL Thank you for your
attention and
interest. And please check out our web site. Appreciate it.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Patrick.
MR. RYAN: Thank you for the fishponds.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: Patrick, could you hold on, please? Mr. Molina
?
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Hi, Patrick.
MR. RYAN: Great.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Where's the exact location of this
fishpond site?
MR. RYAN: I'm glad you asked. No, it, it's right there just
north of what David
mentioned. It's on the south by Menehune Shores, on the
north by the
County... beach. Kalepolepo park has a beach within the pond,
and the Whale
and Natural Marine Sanctuary facility are all right there. North
Kihei, 726 South
Kihei Road to about 760 South Kihei Road.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Yeah, thank-MR. RYAN: Three acres.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Three acres. Thank you.
MR. RYAN: Thank you.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Patrick. Gene Zarro?
NOTE:

Very long pause while Mr. Zarro approa ched the mic.

MR. ZARRO: ... Aloha, everybody. Thank you for staying late
tonight and listening to
us. A couple quick things. Um ... 1 think the County should start
thinking about
putting a building in South Maui to provide County services ... some
thing similar
to what you're gonna be doing at the Maui Mall. I don't think every
one in South
Maui needs to travel to Central Maui to get a lot of things done.
That could be
something we should look at--especially while there are many
of these land
parcels available now, you don't have to build the building now,
but you may
wanna grab the land parcel now. They only go up. Uh ... what
I really wanna
talk about today, though, are the nonprofits. For the last couple
years, we've
been asked to do with less. And we've all been able to do
it. Some have
actually fallen by the wayside because of it. I would like to
speak for all the
nonprofits and ask you to try and fund them to the extent that they'v
e requested
this year because many of 'em need to provide the services that
they do provide.
And they've been doing it with less and they have ... ambitious
goals and they, I
think they deserve if the County has the money, to try and fund
those nonprofits.
I'd like to speak to you about Kihei Youth Center, quickly.
It's a dynamic
organization. I'm ...one of the directors of that. .. organization,
during the strike
we are committed to being open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for any and
all ... youth of
our community that fit within our... insurance perspective--which
is about 8 to 17.
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And ... so we have committed to do that on a paid staff and volun
teer staff basis.
We have the Youth Vision Conference coming up--A pril18th , 19th
th
, and 20 • That
is an incredible thing that is going on. This year we opened up a
partnership with
Lokelani Intermediate, Anger Management Classes, workin
g with their
counselor--something that is obviously very needed all across
the country, but
we're doing it here on Maui. We had a boat donated to us. We're
partnering with
the Boy Scouts, opening up a Sea Scout program here in
Kihei. That is
happening now. And ... the children that use that boat will
all be certified
lifeguards or certified water safety so there are the insurance
issues that are
taken care of. And there is more and more and more. And we just
hope that you
will come and visit us at the Kihei Youth Center and see what
we're doing. We
have a web site: www.kiheiyouthcenter.org. You can find a lot
of that info on
there. We're planning for the Taste of South Maui already, numb
er six. We've
opened up a savings account, which we hope to turn into an endow
ment account
this year, and we are gonna keep going. So just please ... keep
us going along
with all the other nonprofits. Thank you very much for all your hard
work. Aloha.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Gene .
. . . Bully Kapahulehua.
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Kapah ulehua approa ched the mic.

MR. KAPAHULEHUA: ... Hello, Councilmen ... and thank you
for being out here so
late. We appreciate you coming to South Maui and listening
all the needs we
have. First I'd like to speak in behalf of... supporting all the essen
tial. .. that we
need for South Maui. First, supporting Lieutenant George
Fontaine in his
request. I ask you to seriously look at that. And I support what
Bill Overton
speaks in behalf of Wailea, about the armed robbery. That's the
first time that we
have had an incident in Maui. .. 1 mean, not in Maui but in South
Maui where
someone goes up to a jewelry shop and arm robs it and leaves
in a rental jeep
and gets away with everything. It's a serious situation, so
we ask that you
support the, the essential services that we need. The ambulance
people came
before you tonight. I support that. We desperately ask you to suppo
rt the parks
and recreation on their request on ... on their support for the water
safety officers.
You know, you do know that there is ... the north, east,
west, and south
swell. .. when the south swell comes our... calls immediately goes
high. It takes
our Fire Department. I ask you support that. They would get out
and answer a
major, major of all the calls ... if the police can't be there,
they... Fire
Department's gonna be there. If not them, it's the ambulance.
So I ask that you
support the essen tial service part of our request from South
MauL I ask
you ... respect our Kihei Community Association. Our Board, our
President was
here. They made some demands tonight. .. and ... and not
"demands", but
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request to support. Please ...they take numerous, numerous volun
teer time for
us in South Maui to go out and, and come up with some of this
request that we
have before you. So please take heed to that. Uh ... 1 ask that
you support all
the youth programs that we have, that you've continued to suppo
rt in South Maui
from basketball to baseball to ... soccer, to tennis. You have been
... in uprising
with us with the ...joint partnership with the Rotary in getting our
... Boards and
Blades going ... in the skate ring we have. So we've very fortun
ate to have had
you support these programs. And we, we ask you to continue
to be back of the
program. The ...
· .. one of our... ways of fighting our drug problem in our comm
unity is making
such strenuous sport activities available. We have, we have all
that going for us
and we need to continue that--including the water sports. We,
we ... we have
some national, not "national", but State championship people that
we performed
this year from our Kihei Aquatic swimming pool. So we, we,
we know that we
have some great competitors there. One of the big request was
a, a gymnasium.
Recently, in the past year. .. we don't have enough ... basketball
court, so we
have to take and share our gymnasium in Central Maui during-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. KAPAHULEHUA: --during the weekends. You know, be,
if... give me one more
minute. Um ... 1 personally come before you to represent. .. I'm
the President of
· .. (inaudible) . .. Na Loko i'a to support our fishpond association
in joint venture
with the other islands--Molokai and Lanai. I'm a Board Memb
er of the Maui
Coastal Land Trust. We ask you to support that, come before
you on the
Mayor's line budget on the cultural. ..250,000. So thank you very
much for being
here tonight. Mahalo.
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Bully.
AUDIENCE: ... (applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: Eva Van Loon.
NOTE:

Very long pause while Ms. Van Loon approa ched the mic.

MS. VAN LOON: ... Aloha, I'm here to support a line item
request for the Maui
Symphony Orchestra. I'm an alto . .. with the Maui Symphony
Orchestra. And I
briefly thought I should sing this, but. .. it's too cold .. .(Iaughter)
. ..
ALL: ... (laughter) . ..
MS. VAN LOON:
.. Needless to say the Maui Symphony Orchestra is the
· . .(inaudible) . .. of the Maui. .. Symphony Chorus. We can't do
anything unless
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we have them. I don't know if you heard earlier this eve, this
evening, but we
have about 70 members ... in the spring time. And that's really
amazing. And I
really hope you attended our Christmas concert. It was sell out.
So ... you might
not have been able to get a ticket. But it was great. I wanna
tell you just very
briefly how important this is to me personally... because
I know that I'm
not. .. unique in the importance that the Maui Symphony Choru
s and Orchestra
present in my life. My family is very small. It consists of my
mother, who's 83
and lives on the mainland; and my daughter who's 14.
· .. My mother and my stepdad came to visit in October. And the
biggest thrill of
their visit. ..was .. .for my mother to come with me to ...
· .. rehearsal one night on Monday and sit there for the entire
three hours while
Celia Canty beat us up. Uh ... and she does very well. She's
a great director.
And now back at, on the mainland, although she couldn't attend
the concert, she
thinks of me every Monday... having joy, singing with the
Maui Symphony
Chorus. And that, it's great. It keeps me going. I feel I connect,
that connection
across the water. As for my daughter, she got the last ticket
for the Christmas
concert. And I didn't even know she wanted to come, but some
body told me she
actually would like to go and see it. So I got her a ticket. And,
you know, usually
she listens to the kind of teenage music, you know what I call
yap and yammer
music.. .yeah. . .1love you.
· .. I hate that stuff. Anyway... but she came and she listened
to this classical
concert and to Jim Nabors. And ... I'm happy to report that she's
doing a lot of
listening to Sara Brightman now, which is great improvement.
AUDIENCE: .. .(laughter) . ..
MS. VAN LOON: So ... currently we're doing Beethoven--and
Beethoven, as you may
know, was no easy dude ... either 200 years ago or even now.
It's challenging
and an impressive work. And I hope you all attend on April 28 th .
Urn ... one thing
that concerns me is that I wasn't really sure that we could actua
lly do this. And
basically the reason for that, as I understand, was funding. And
it would be really
nice if we had certainty. You know, we pay a certain fee to be
part of the Maui
Symphony Chorus. And we're happy to do so. We're self...
we're ... 1 guess
self-sustaining, the Chorus. But the Orchestra really needs to be
funded. And if
it's funded, then we're sure that we can go on singing all year,
and we'd really
like to do that. The community as a whole in Hawaii has
grown, what, 20
percent? And it's no news to anybody, Kihei, where, which is
where I live ... in
north Kihei, thank God for the traffic so I can get to rehearsal
reasonably on
time ... uh ... but Kihei has grown over 50 percent and it draws
members and
audience from this .. .from this, from this community. But at this
size-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
- 66-

BUDG ET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 5, 2001 - Kihei Comm unity and Aquati c Center Main Hall

MS. VAN LOON: --we need to offer a full range of cultural offerin
gs. So what I wanna
say is ... what do I wanna say, what do I wanna sing?
Um .. .come to
concerts . . .they're uplifting!
AUDIENCE: ... (laughter and applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Thank you, Eva. Daryl Davis?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Davis approa ched the mic.

MR. DAVIS: ' . ' Thank you very much. I'm Daryl Davis, Board
of Directors, Kihei
Community Association. Appreciate all the fine work of you
public servants,
ladies and gentlemen. And it's been a long-term service for many
of you. And I
hope you're in office for good. I come to speak on one specific
issue. I'm on the
Committee of Youth Concerns for the Kihei Community Association,
and I come
to speak on behalf of a gym. And there's a ... specific story that
comes behind us
getting a gym. And ... 1 wanted to start off with a little bit of history
. And the part
of the history is that. .. some of the greatest athletes in the world
were born right
here on this mountain, Haleakala, that we're on the slopes
of. In 1890,
Duke Kahanamoku was born here on Haleakala. In 1898,
Ikua Purdy, the
foreman for the Ulupalakua Ranch won the world roping cham
pionships in
Cheyenne, Wyoming.
And we have some other great athletes recently.
Uh ... Ty Gilroy who paddled with Kihei Canoe Club was a
Golden Gloves
Champion for the State. The reason I target these two areas ...
the kids who are
playing soccer and ... the kids who are playing tennis, are not the
same kids that
are into boxing, riding bulls, and the tough stuff. But they're the
kids who need
us just as much, if not more .. .than all the other kids that are
doing the more
gentle sports. And .. .for a couple reasons, we really need the
gym for these
kids. We have some outstanding boxing coaches here in Kihei.
One of 'ems
Bang Bang. I was over at his gym this evening. Another one
is N_ __
who's the meat cutter down at Foodland. And I was able to watch
at N
's
gym. And he has coached many Golden Gloves champions
in the State of
Hawaii. I was able to watch at N
's gym a French girl named Christine,
who was 120-pound kickboxer from France, before she challe
nged the World
Champion. She trained with N
, and she won the World Championship.
We have tremendous coaches here, tremendous talent. We've
got tremendous
kids. And we need a gym for them to reach their full potential.
I think that this
area, this mountain, this island Maui. .. has the potential to have
some world
champions besides ... the gold medal Olympic champions, Duke
Kahanamoku.
He started it off real well, and I think we're gonna have some more.
I did wanna
add that we also would be able to use it, we wanted to use this
building, but the
ceiling isn't quite high enough for volleyball. And the volley
ball teams are
expanding. And we all know we've got the finest girls volley
ball teams in the
nation. And we hope to feed into those programs. And that's a
sport that would
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benefit greatly from the gym--not just boxing, but it would help
with martial arts,
wrestling, and some of the other touch sports. And I wanted
to thank you very
much for creating this center and also the swimming pool. And
... 1hope to see
the gym occur soon. And I think we may be able to do it in a partne
rship just like
the Arts and Culture Center. As an example, Mr. Erdman, Pardy
Erdman from
the Ulupalakua Ranch-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. DAVIS: --very generously... 1'11 shorten it. .. contributed
a gym to ... to Seabury
Hall. Thank you, again, for all your efforts. And I hope you're able
to help us on
this. Thank you.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: .. , Thank you, Daryl. Mr. Bob Nichols?
NOTE:

Pause while Mr. Nichol s reappr oache d the mic.

MR. NICHOLS: '" I wanna commend Bob Carroll for being the
only sensible one here
to come with a cushion. The rest of you have been sitting, during
all week and I
imagine the posteriors have had it. South Maui is listed as the
fastest growing
community in our County. And our Park employees serve the larges
t number of
visitors ... and residents. West Maui is close behind. Yet, while
South Maui
receives no tax support in its current budget for capital improveme
nts, and West
Maui is limited to $160,000, it appears that the real growth comm
unity and the
community that serves the most people in the eyes of the budge
t-makers is
Central Maui, to the tune of $1,490,000. To the budget-mak
ers, South Maui
parks do not need playground equipment, showers, restrooms,
upgrading, and
beachfront parking lots. So I suggest they check our web site.
The proposed
South Maui operating budget. .. has been reduced for the comin
g year--including,
of all things, a major reduction in water and electric costs which
if, if anybody as
a homeowners knows is not a matter of fact. Last year, a fulltim
e person for
irrigation was approved for South MauL
The person has yet to arrive.
Meanwhile, we're paying the cost in lost plant materials, lawns
, and significant
damage to our beachfront areas. We need an experienced maint
enance person
and assistant just to keep up with the needs of our buildings.
You read in the
newspaper and you heard tonight about the problems that we're
faced due to the
trained life ... guards, not having enough.
I wanna bring up a major , a
major... dollar item. Most insurance companies or legal counsels
require a park
department to have daily or weekly safety and health inspec
tions of all its
facilities with a written record. These records are given to the park
maintenance
staff who must show what has been done to correct the proble
m and when.
Usually such records are kept for about five years. In the future
, somebody's
gonna fall in a hole next to a picnic table ... or hit his head on
it. .. because of a
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vine or a root in a beach pathway. Somebody may loose an
eye due to an
improperly trimmed tree or bush. What will happen? The Count
y's defense
counsel will ask for park records showing how long this proble
m existed ... and
what was done about it. The park department must say we saved
the County
thou, hundreds of dollars by not having safety inspections.
And the Council
advise that it just cost the County hundreds of thousand dollars
... if not millions
in damages. A first class park department needs a first class budge
t. We have a
way to go with ... (inaudible) . .. budget. Now, I'm gonna tread
where Barney
didn't tread. I had a senior citizen call me and say ...what are
doing with my
taxes? You know, I, I'm not involved with it, but she figured I. ..
knew somebody
in the Council-MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.
MR. NICHOLS: --so I'd know the answer. And she says my
taxes are gonna go up
next year .
. . . And I said, she said the Mayor told me it was gonna go down
2 or 3 percent.
So I looked at her thing, what she was talking about. She got
her assessment.
Her assessment went up 30 percent. .. and the Council is gonna
give her a rate
decrease of 3 percent, and her taxes are gonna go up signifi
cantly. Now in
South Maui, people's assessments have gone up as much as
30 percent. So
that 2 or 3 percent. .. isn't gonna show.. .in South Maui. We're
gonna get a
major increase in taxes ...out. ..of actual dollars. The numbers
sound good, but
when you say we're gonna have a 3 percent tax ... reduction,
it's not a tax
reduction; it's a tax rate . .. reduction. And when you add that your
assessment,
the figure is not 3 percent. Thank you for your patience, and espec
ially you've
been here all, all week listening to people like me and ... we
appreciate your
effort. And ... staff and all the others. And I hope your posteriors
can make it
home tonight. And ...
CHAIR HOKAMA: .. .(Iaughter) . . .
MR. NICHOLS: .. .(Iaughter) . . .
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . . .
CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Bob. I would like to ask if there's
anyone else that would
like to present testimony this evening to step forward at this time
.
. . .END OF PUBL IC TESTIMONY. ..

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... If not, on behalf of the Committee ... we thank
you-AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
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CHAIR HOKAMA: --for your attendance here this evening.
AUDIENCE: .. .(applause) . ..
CHAIR HOKAMA: And this meeting is adjourned .. .(gavel) . ..
COUN CIL MEMB ERS VOICED NO OBJE CTIO NS. (AA, RC, GH,
OK, PK, MM, WN, CT)
ACTIO N:

ADJO URN :

DEFE R pend ing furthe r discu ssion .
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