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.(gavel). . . Good evening, everyone. The Council Budget and Finance
CHAIR PONTANILLA:
Committee meeting for April 14, 2011, at the Paia Community Center, is now in session. Thank
you for being here, everybody. We're here to listen to your testimony on the Mayor's 2012
Fiscal Year Budget, but before we start, at this time, I would like to call on your Councilmember,
Councilmember Mike White to introduce the Council Members that are here this evening.

COUNCILMEMBER WHITE: Thank you, Joe, and welcome to everybody and thank you for coming
and I am always happy when we can start on time. I'd like to start to my right and your left,
Councilman Mike Victorino from Wailuku.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Aloha.
COUNCILMEMBER WHITE: And next to me is our Council Chair Danny Mateo from Molokai and of
course Joe Pontanilla from Kahului. Don Couch from Kihei and Makena of South Maui, Bile
Cochran from West Maui, and our Mother Superior, Gladys Baisa from Upcountry. And our
steady Eddy on the end, Bob Carroll from Hana.
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Aloha.
COUNCILMEMBER WHITE: Again thank you for coming and we're looking forward to your
testimony.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.
COUNCILMEMBER WHITE: And I'm sorry, I forgot to mention we are joined by the Boy Scouts of
America Troup 40 led by Scott Nunokawa, and they are here to earn their community
involvement badge by participating in this evening's event. So thank you, all, and welcome,
Boy's Scouts, aloha.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Councilmember White. At this time I'd like to introduce the
Committee Staff that are here this evening. We do have Scott Kaneshina. We do have Kirstin
Hamman. We do have Michele Yoshimura. From Danny Mateo's office, Chairman Mateo's
office, we have Arthur Suyarna. Also we do have Pauline Martins who is the Secretary, and then
also joining us this evening, we do have the Parks Director.. .Deputy Director. I thought I'd
promote him but, you know, he's the Deputy, Mr. Pat Matsui. And from Mr. White's office, we
do have Lois Bisquera and, and Troy Hashimoto, along with Susan Clements, from Don Couch
office. Again, ladies and gentlemen, we gonna be providing testimony to us. The Budget and
Finance Committee will formulate the Budget for the 20, Fiscal Year 2012 year, so we're here to
listen to your testimony this evening, on the proposal that our Mayor Alan Arakawa has provided
to this Committee. For those of you that are providing public testimony this evening, we'll give
you three minutes to provide your testimony and if you can speak directly into the mic,
microphone here, we're recording the proceedings this evening. Again, you have three minutes
to provide your testimony. When you come up, please state your name, organization that you
represent, and once you're done, if you could remain at the rnic, we may have some questions for
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you. So with that, we'll start off with the first testifier this evening. First testifier is Roxanne
Dickson. Roxanne?
.BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY....

MS. DICKSON: Hi, I am . . .
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Speak directly into the mic. Yeah, put it up. Thank you.
MS. DICKSON: I am here on behalf of . . .
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Hang on, hang on.
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: We still cannot hear you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Staff, check that mic.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Turn it on.
MS. DICKSON: Hello. Okay.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: There.
MS. DICKSON: Hi, I'm Roxanne Dickson and I'm on behalf of MEO, youth Underage Drinking
Prevention Program. Okay. My name is Roxanne Dickson and I am an EA or
parapro-professional at Kahului School or I mean Kahului Elementary School. My oldest son
Furious is in the sixth grade at Kalama Intermediate School, who is in, who is participating in the
ME0 Underage Drinking Prevention Program. I would like to say, to take this time to tell, to
say personally thank you all for funding a program and taking the time to listen to all of us.
Being in the DOE, I do believe that it's very important to educate our youth the truth about
underage drinking. We as an adult may not see it but it's out there and they can see it. It is a
serious problem and you all have had seen it or read it in the news. My son comes home after
the program and is not only telling me and his dad but is also telling his younger brothers, his
cousins, his aunt, his uncle, grandma and, about the dangers and false advertising and the
downfalls of underage drinking. So I know he is learning and taking in the knowledge that this
program is teaching him, so when peer pressure comes knocking around the corner, I know he
knows the truth and that he has a choice, and hopefully, you know, he makes the decisions and
he'll pass on the knowledge he had learned from this program to those peers and so on and so on.
So once again I'd like to thank all of you for giving me the time and listening to us.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.
MS. DICKSON: Thank you.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, any questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you again,
Roxanne.
MS. DICKSON: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Furious Dickson-Borge, followed by Jessie VamZandt?
MR. DICKSON-BORGE: Good evening, Budget Council Members. My name is Furious DicksonBorge. I am from Kalama Intermediate School. I am a part of ME0 Underage Drinking
Prevention Program. We are here today to tell you thank you for the money that was given to
ME0 for the program that we're, I'm in. We learn about false advertisement and Slick Tracy
comic book, Niagara Falls, tells lies to the childrens [sic]. We did posters for underage drinking
people, underage drinking. There are people forcing them to drink, people telling them they will
be popular, but they don't, they won't. They will be.. .they won't, okay. Thank you so much for
allowing us the time to listen to me speak. Please keep us in mind. Have a great evening.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, Jessie
VamZandt?
MR. VAMZANDT: Good evening, Budget Council Members, my name is Jessie VamZandt, I'm from
Kalama Intermediate School. I am part of the ME0 Underage Drinking Prevention Program.
We're here to tell you thank you for the funding that was given to the ME0 for this program. I
learned about Slick Tracy and peer pressure. There are three types of pressure: direct, indirect,
and insistent. Kids are always being affected by these pressures. Thank you so much for
allowing us the time to share. Please don't forget about us.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, Brandy
Rosalin?
MS. ROSALIN: Good evening, Council Members. My name is Brandy Rosalin. I'm a ninth grader at
Baldwin High School. I'm here looking for a continued support for ME0 Youth Services and
Transportation. MEO Youth Services has a made a big change in my life and taught me lots of
new things. I was in this program for about two years, and I am here tell you about some of the
experiences I had in this program. ME0 has helped me become more of a community
contributor. For example, this past week, I participated in tobacco prevention. We went to
Kahului Harbor and picked up cigarette butts for 15 minutes. In that 15 minutes, we picked up a
total of over 500. Having this experience made me realize that people out there should stop
smoking, because it is ruining our environment and themselves. As a young individual, I can
lead others into making right choices in life and in the future, so others don't persuaded by
distractions such as cigarettes, marijuana and alcohol. Those types of distractions can ruin one's
life and lead into a future with extreme consequences. In conclusion, I would like to say thank
you for funding our program and I hope you continue to support ME0 Youth Services and
Transportation. Thank you.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Channon Nakoa?
MR. NAKOA: Good evening, Council Members. My name is Channon Nakoa. I'm currently, I am
seeking here, here seeking for your continuous support for ME0 Youth Services. I'm currently a
senior at Baldwin High School and I've been with ME0 for about three years now. And in those
three years, MEO has helped me improve my socializing skills, life skills, culinary arts,
leadership skills. The list can go on and on. Being in ME0 has changed me and that's what I'm
here to discuss with everybody today, that ME0 can actually change lives. For all the kids in the
Youth Service including me, ME0 is like a second home to us, a place where we can go to get
away from our normal lives just for a couple of hours, to spend time with kids who can relate to
us in almost every way, where we don't have to worry about being treated differently or like an
outcast. Many people or just kids our own age consider the ME0 Youth Service to be a program
only for troublemakers but that's not true. I know that for a fact because I'm living proof of it.
MEO is a program fit for any teenager. For example, when I first joined MEO, I considered
myself a geek because I, like, I used to wear glasses and stuff. Like no like offense for the
people wearing glasses, right, but that's just, that's just how I felt about myself. I wanted to
change and ME0 was there for me. ME0 doesn't promote anybody to change themselves but
they do encourage you to do what makes you happy. The one who I would like to thank the
most would have to be our MEO Youth Service Coordinator Aunty Leslie Lau Hee, the one who
I consider my real aunty, not just as a professional title but as a sign of unconditional and
appreciation for her. My name is Channon Nakoa and I am here representing ME0 Youth
Services. I thank you for your past fwadings and I hope you can continue.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Aulia Burnett?
MS. BURNETT: Good evening Council. My name is Aulia Burnett. I live up in Makawao. I have one
daughter that's at Hui Malama Learning Center now. I have another daughter that graduated
there about four years ago. I have a total of seven children and I chose.. .well I want to thank
you for your past support and continued supporting of the Hui Malama Learning Center. I think
there's kind of a misconception that it's kind of a troubled kids place but that's not why we chose
that. We chose it because it has small class, that it has individual attention. The teachers are
able to care about the kids and they have a comprehensive learning center. They take them to the
community colleges, they've been there to meet you folks, so it's a rounded-about educational
experience. It's very important to have an alternative that's an affordable alternative to lots of
the private schools, that most of us can't afford. The public schools for some people just isn't an
option, so I would really encourage you to continue. Also the staff being so committed to the
children has been critical, and I am looking at that as an alternate for the rest of the children that
we have at home. So thank you very much for continued supporting them.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Casey Kaya, Casey Kaya, Troop 40.
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MR. KAYA: (NOTE: Eight (8) other Troop 40 Boy Scouts stood beside him.) First of all, thank you
for this opportunity to speak. My name is Casey and we are from the Troop 40. We would like
to talk about the County Parks and Recreational facilities. Each of us here has learned and
enjoyed at least one of these County facilities for our entire lives. We Scouts have a personal
experience with these Parks whether if it's sports or just having a good time. And we would
want others maybe from another generation to experience these parks as well. We would like
you to just keep funding these facilities for the improvements, repairs and maintenance, so we
and the next park users can continue to enjoy it for years to come. Thank you for your time,
again.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Thank you. Casey you
know we do have the... Deputy Director right there and he took all of the things that you
mentioned about, you know, the parks, so if you need help, go see the guy. The guy with the
blue shirt. Scott?
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Chair, Chair?
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yes.
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Casey?
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Casey, can you come back, please?
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: When we had our little meeting before the meeting, there were several
remarks about several of the parks, concerns about the Kahului ball field and also about
Keopuolani. Maybe the gentleman will wanna talk to Mr. Matsui. I'm sure he'd be very
interested in hearing what they had to say. This is your opportunity, this is what civic
participation is about and thank you for being here tonight.
MR. KAYA: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Scott Livingstone, followed by Willow Krause?
MR. LIVINGSTONE: Hi my name is Scott Livingstone. At first, I would like to thank you guys for all
your support, for the support that you've been giving to Aloha House who, whom of which I am
a graduate and then also all the support in the community. That's what makes it awesome to be
living in America and, and be here on Maui as well. In October of 2007, I had a traumatic brain
injury and at the time, I couldn't cope with it and went through major emotional and issues and
eventually was dealing with chronic pain and got physically addicted to the pain medication and
was spiraling downhill. And I became homeless and I was addicted to alcohol, into drugs, and I
didn't want to live and I didn't want to die. And somehow I ended up in the emergency room
and the crisis hotline, one of the nurses or somebody got me to Aloha House, and they detoxed
me there and they started treating me immediately for physiological things and getting me
healthy physically. The whole staff was there for support and they treated me for psychological
issues, got me a psych eval and started treating me for emotional issues, too. I was a mess. My
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wife had left me. I had no place to go and they got the psych eval. And eventually I became, to
that department of mental health I got some case management and in the meantime though, I
believe resources from the County Council is what kept me there; otherwise, I would have been
asked to leave. And the time between those resources kept me there, so I could continue getting
the help. I stayed there for several months and learned about addiction and alcoholism. I got
al issues and mental illness, got the medication I needed and got
treated
for
my
psychologic
stabilized. And I stayed there and they treated my family as well. And while I was in there, I
watched them treat me and many others in the families for addiction which affects everybody in
y and my life started to change. I no longer feel like I am suffering from a hopeless
the
communit
disease. I know that I won't ever be cured but I treat it every day. The springboard for that,
what got me going was Aloha House. They saved my life and they're saving the rest of my life,
and all the families that are caught up in the cross fire, all of them are getting help too. And I can
call that place 24/7. There's always a program assistant that will assist me and I do call. I
volunteer there now. I'm now a full-time student and my life is changing. I've never felt so
comfortable in my own skin and I feel useful and I reach out to the community, thanks to Aloha
House. And I am going to stay involved and they're doing it for countless people. Now the
reason I'm up here is I'm not asking for myself for assistance, for Aloha House. I'm asking for
the people that are still out there suffering and their families and all the other people, 'cause I am
literally, when I go to some of my support meetings, I'm literally stepping over bodies to get to
these meetings. This disease is killing people. People don't understand it in the community.
The only people that really understand it are those that are suffering from addiction. It is -:
MS. HAMMAN Three minutes.
we need it treated every day. Thanks.
--it is a medical condition and it's so,
MR. LIVINGSTONE:
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you

again. Willow Krause?
MS. KRAUSE: Good evening, Council Members. My name is Willow Krause and I am the
Youth Alliance program. In planning the program's activities like visits
MEDB's
Coordinator
of
to local businesses
as well as cultural and historical sites, it has been my privilege to see our high
n for all that Maui County has to offer. I have also been
g
our
school students renewed appreciatio
humbled by the generosity of people willing to donate their time and resources to mentorin
young people. This willingness to share and educate our students is part of what makes our
y so special. As a mother myself, I hope that my son will have the opportunity to
communit
participate in a program such as this when he reaches his teenage years. I really feel like the, I
s in this program are limitless. Thank you
really feel that the leadership and learning opportunitie
again for your time and consideration.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again.
MS. KRAUSE: Thanks.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: King Duke.
MR. DUKE: Good evening. My name is King Duke and I'm a sophomore at Maui High School and
this is my first year at Youth Alliance. I just really enjoy Youth Alliance because it gets me out
of the house, it gets me to see all the different places on Maui that I haven't been to, such as
when we went on a tour with HC&S and we got to see different water wells and zero, zero
ground water. I got to learn about different ways what you see is being made. We also got to go
to Akaku, where I got to work with camera-editing equipment, which I, I felt very emotional too
since that's kind of what I want to be when I grow up. I got to meet new people from different
schools, different areas and even different islands. I just really want to thank you for your time,
and I would really love to just continue being in this program.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Tyler Digiulio?
MR. DIGIULIO: Good evening, Council Members. My name is Tyler Digiulio. I am a sophomore at
Maui High School. This is my first year with Youth Alliance. My favorite part of youth or my
favorite part of Youth Alliance was going to Akaku and learning about the camera... camera
equipments and how it works, and I really enjoy all the activities that they provided. I enjoy
meeting new people from different schools, different part of Maui. I believe this a great program
for all people in high school and I really recommend it. Thank you for your time.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thanks. Alisha
Summers?
MS. SUMMERS: Hi, my name is Alisha Summers and this is my second year being a member of
MEDB Youth Alliance program, and these last two years in Youth Alliance has been a great
experience. I've gained valuable information about various careers. For example, this year we
learned about the process to start a business of our own, and we went to the Sweet Kula
Enterprises. Then last year, I was involved in repairing the Ko' ie' ie Fishpond in Kihei which
taught me to be sensitive and respect the Hawaiian culture. Youth Alliance has taught me to
become actively involved in my community and to care about the aina, so I urge you to continue
funding this valuable program. Thank you for giving me your time.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Erik Seiden?
MR. SEIDEN: Hi, my name is Erik and I am also a graduate of Aloha House. I called them on
May 31, 2010, with, looking for help for a 20-year addiction that heroin and other opiates. I had
been going to the methadone clinic and that was helpful for a little while, but I found that I had
the same problems after a while and was unable to stop. I knew the only way I could stop was to
get completely clean and sober, and I was going to TOP and my counselor there called Aloha
House and I was able to get in. And I dropped everything and went into Aloha House detox, and
I was actually detoxing from methadone and, and Xanax and so I had a really long, horrible
detox but I made it through obviously. I've been clean and sober now for over ten months. I
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went through the detox and people were great. I really believe in the people and what they're
doing there. That's why I'm here today obviously. And I, I also stuck around, went through the
residential program, and today I am a full-time student and I also am volunteering there. I go up
there once a week and drive the clients that are currently there down here actually to 12 step
meeting on Monday nights. So I, I hope you'll continue to support them. It's a much needed
service and they're doing a lot of good for the community. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Maurice Bajon?
MR. BAJON: Aloha, Chair Mateo, Chair Pontanilla and Council Members. My name is Maurice
Bajon. I'm here to speak on behalf of Boys and Girls Clubs of Maui. I'm the Unit Director in
the Haiku club and thanks to your continued support and funding, I feel like I am able to run the
best program on Maui and I am able to become a second home for many youths in Haiku.
Currently we have over 260 members and on daily basis we have more than 100 kids come to
our club. They come to us right after school and they stay until 7 o'clock, sometimes later if we
have some function going on. Basically if they weren't coming to the club, I don't even want to
think about where they would be ending up, what they would be doing. Thanks to your funding,
we're able to do some great things with the members that we currently have, in five co-areas. I
want to brag about a little bit about what we did last year, so in our education and career
development co-area, last summer we were able to employ 11 junior staff who got a valuable
experience in having their first job and be able to learn what it is like to be in a job force. We
also have a Fishing for A's program where kids bring in their GPAs and we reward that with
many excursions or dinners. We also have power hour points and more and more kids are
participating in our power hour. We almost have 100 percent participation and they get help
with their homework, and they actually use computers and anything available to them. And they
get tutoring from us and it's helping them raise their GPAs. And character and leadership
development, we have a Torch Club. It's for members nine to twelve years old and basically this
year they adopted the Hookipa Park. They do monthly beach cleanups. They really love the fact
that most of them spend their weekends at that park and now they don't see any trash around.
They feel a sense of ownership, not of just the club but now Hookipa Beach Park. We also have
a Keystone Club, that's for the older members. They adopted a highway, the two miles from
Haiku Road all the way to Peahi, they perform their duties. Every quarter they clean up the
highway. I started Club Council when I took over this job. Some of the Club Council members
are here with me today to testify. Basically they help me run the club, they tell me what's
working, what's not working. Recently they actually helped me in an interview process for the
new staff person when we had an opening. They loved that part. We have our Health and Life
Skills program. In Health and Life Skills, basically we encourage them to live healthy lives and
learn skills that they can apply later in, in their life. So they planted taro in the Waikikena...
MS. HANIMAN: Three minutes.
MR. BAJON: They planted taro in the Waikikena project. They started a soccer league and we were
able to reward members with an Oahu trip, all-expense-paid Oahu trip for people who got the
most points based on an incentive program. And all of that is thanks to you guys' support and
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you guys' funding, and I just want to thank you guys because without that, we wouldn't be able
to offer a second home to these kids. Mahalo.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Julian Schenck followed by Jessica [sic] Goodman.
MR. SCHENCK-DAVIS: Dear County Council, my name is Julian Schenck Davis. I am a member of
the Boys and Girls Club of Haiku. Without the Boys and Girls Club, I don't know what I'd do.
I'd have to hitchhike from Jujitsu with my mom to home. And without.. .no wait, sorry. The
Boys and Girls Club, there are so many things to.. .the, I look forward to--I heard my mom
change this thing--I didn't have the boys--yeah, I know, but I can't because my mom changed
this thing. Okay. I'd have to stay at home alone if, if I didn't go to Girls and Boys Club. My
mom would be at work and I couldn't do my homework, but thanks to the staff--Maurice, Zack,
Aunty Joy, Curtis and Johnny--I can get my homework finished and done, so I don't have to do it
at home, okay.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Janessa Goodman?
MS. J. GOODMAN: Hi, I'm Janessa Goodman. Thank you, County Council, for letting me speak
today. I am on Haiku Boys and Girls Club's Club Council. I am here to tell you about Boys and
Girls Club in my opinion. I believe it is a safe place away from drugs, alcohol and violence.
The staff there tries their best to make us happy and feel safe. We have a great, we have great
programs there that include Power Hour, where we are required to do homework, Goals for
Graduation, where you can, where you outline your goals to get to your, to graduation. We have
sports including football, baseball, soccer and more. We also have a safe environment for kids
ages nine to seventeen. We also have a program called Smart Moves that teaches you to stay
away from drugs. We learn to try new experiences and try our best. It feels like a second home
and the kids there are so nice and creative, there I feel safe and that's the reason I like Boys and
Girls Club. I'm Janessa Goodman and thank you for letting me speak.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Mary Schenck?
MS. SCHENCK: Hi, my name is Mary Schenck. I'm Julian's mother. I typed Julian's thing up but the
font was too small. I, I want to, I am, we are blessed by the Boys and Girls Club, but my son and
I for the last year and a half, have had a tremendously difficult time where we've been homeless
and the constant in his life has been the Boys and Girls Club. School and the dojo and the Boys
and Girls Club is what he looks forward to every day through the organized sports, through the
computers, through Power Hour. We used to do our homework with headlamps and candlelight.
And the staff members, Maurice.. .when Maurice came in, he rocked the Boys and Girls Club,
and he said mom, this guy is the most wonderful man and, you know, he, he looks forward to it
every day. And then there's a young man named Zach, always with a smile on his face. And I
have a past, you know, and without fail, every one of those kids that are staff members have
opened their arms to me and to my son and have loved us no matter what. My son has a hard
time leaving but he has to truck it up the hill to go to the dojo. It is his life center and without the
Boys and Girls Club and the funding from the Council, I don't know what we would do today
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because our life has been so difficult for the last year and half. And it is, it has been a blessing
for our lives and Julian's had.. .people have donated money to him anonymously. They, I mean
it's just been unbelievable. He got a Keiki Dream award this year and got things that we were
unable to pay for, being able to use a computer when were tenting, just so many things I can't
tell you. I had a similar situation in my life called the Jewish Community Center. It was my life
center and I think of it as that, and we're lucky to be in Hawaii with the Boys and Girls Club
because I can tell you in Florida when I sent him there, it was not even remotely the same. I
would like to mention that there's been some stealing going on from children maybe, guiding,
being guided the wrong way, and that this school, the Boys and Girls Club really needs funding
for cameras, to fmd out what's going on there, and maybe we can help those children make a
different turn. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Sandy Goodman?
MS. S. GOODMAN: This is a first. Thank you, County Council, for the opportunity to say a few words
on behalf of Haiku Boys and Girls Club. My name is Sandy Goodman and I am a parent of three
girls, two of which, including Janessa, attend every single school day, the Haiku Boys and Girls
Club. I am a woman who wears a lot of hats. I have a lot of roles. I am an attorney who
represents a Fortune 500 health care company. I am a daughter. I am a widow. I am a girlfriend
to a wonderful man. I am a granddaughter, pet owner and friend but by far, the most important
role I play is that of a mother. And as a single working parent, having a safe, fun, enriching
environment for the oldest two of my three girls is of the outmost importance to me. I am raising
happy, healthy, self-confident girls who have a bright future. FranIdy just having a safe
environment for them to go to might be enough but with Boys and Girls Club, I and all the
parents who send their kids there get so much more: programs, sports, enrichment and adults
who truly care. Please help me in continuing support, the critical role they play in helping to
care for and enrich children's lives. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Kelly Pearson?
MS. PEARSON: Good evening, County Council. I'm Kelly Pearson, Boys and Girls Club's Director of
Operations for the last 14 years. I think, like a decade ago probably, nice stories, touching
stories just like the ones that you heard, you know, really touched our hearts. I thank the parents
for coming out and the kids. We're moving into a trend now, where funders...and, and I love the
stories, I love the true stories that the parents are saying, but really funders are looking at what
kind of impact that we're making on the kids. So how do you measure all of this stuff? And,
and I'm here tonight to tell you where we're moving into, so we have what's called an impact
formula. And what it is, is you heard Maurice mention all of the core program areas that we're
doing. What we are doing is we're gonna find ways to measure how much impact we have on
the kids. So we're focusing on three areas: academic success, healthy lifestyles and character
building. So you tell me well, how do they measure that? We'll academic, we're gonna really
track grades and grade progression is where we're gonna look at. We're also gonna track
graduation from high school, so that's gonna give you real numbers to tell you, besides the nice
-12-

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui
Paia Community Center, Social Hall (Paia)

April 14, 2011

stories, and the true stories and the things that touch your heart, we are gonna make an attempt to
go into this direction. The other part we're gonna do is healthy lifestyles. Obesity is a major
problem, so we're gonna count number of hours the kids participate in outdoor rec. We're gonna
count the number of miles they walk around Keopuolani Park or any park that they're in.
Character building, we gonna count how many hours they're participating in community service,
and hopefully numbers like this will make an impact on, on, on the kids and we can prove this to
you, so that's where we're moving. The other thing I want to mention real quickly is you heard
the kids and the parents mention the staff. Today and tomorrow, we're hosting a Statewide Boys
and Girls Club training at the central club. You're welcome to come down tomorrow but the
kind of stuff that we're training our staff on is like applied guidance, fun in the club. But how do
you work on their character building? We're working on bullying, which is key 'cause a lot of
times, you cannot see if kids are being bullied and a lot of times that's what's knocking their
self-esteem, so things like that. So we are investing in our staff because as you heard, the kids
mentioned all of the staffs' names, and if there aren't trained and they don't know how to work
with the kids then we're not going to make the impact on the kids. Last thing I want to mention
is--you heard MEO talk about the underage drinking--we also have that grant. It's a ADAD
grant. We are working with the middle schools. I have team directors in each of the schools,
and this is the kind of outreach that Boys and Girls Club does. So besides our club work, I send
Team Directors to Maui Waena, Tao, Kalama Intermediate, Lahainaluna and Lokelani and
they're going in there and teaching the Positive Action curriculum, and so fax our goal is to make
sure that curriculum gets to 1,000 middle school kids and we're over halfway there. So that's the
kind of stuff that we're doing -MS. HAM:MAN: Three minutes.
MS. PEARSON: --and that's for underage drinking. Again thank you for all your support the last 100
years. You guys have always been a big support of ours. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Kelly. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you. Marty Davis?
MR. DAVIS: Good evening, Council. My name is Marty Davis and I am the Director of Field
Operations for the Maui Humane Society. I'd like to thank you for your past support of the
Humane Society and our programs and that of field operations are what you may formally or be
more familiar with is animal control. I've been with the Humane Society in an enforcement
capacity for seven years now. Our department works very hard to protect our island citizens and
the animals from harm. Our department consists of seven officers and then a coordinator and
dispatch person. The department covers the entire island including Hana, seven days a week for
emergencies, animal-related emergencies and enforcement. We handle picking up stray animals,
aggressive animals, injured animals, feral animals, and we try to keep animals properly
restrained and that is huge job. Our officers are always trying to seek and fmd training and
educational opportunities and humane investigations and procedures whenever possible. We
have already responded to over 5,700 calls this year alone. Our department works hard to
educate the public on the issues of animal welfare and how to best care for your animals. We
believe that educating people on the responsibilities of animal care and ownership is the best way
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to get compliance and to strengthen the animal-human bond between an owner and it's pet. And
we work hard to attain this goal as education first and we look at punitive measures as the last
resort. So far I believe that this philosophy has worked well for us. Although the field
operations department often sees is very neglectful and sad situations, we also get to see the
fruits of our labors when a person who may have been neglectful to their pet starts to see the
light and begins to take good care of them through understanding and not through the fear of
punishment. Also, with the modern microchip systems, tattoo programs and the database that we
have back at the shelter, we are able to return many more animals back to their owners that are
out in the field, rather than transporting them back to the shelter and waiting for the owner to
come look for them there. It's a very rewarding part of our job to reunite an awful tearful pet
owner with their loving pet and see the interaction between them when their reunited. It's also
rewarding when an animal that you have personally rescued from a difficult or a life-threatening
situation is adopted from our shelter and finally gets what it deserves which is a loving home. I
thank you for providing the opportunity to speak with you and because of the funding provided
by the County for our department, we are able to accomplish much of what I've just spoken
about. And I look forward to you too and thank you for your continuing support of the Humane
Society and our field operations.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Matt Minford.
MR. MINFORD: Good evening, Council Members. My name is Matt Minford. I am currently an
employee for Maui Humane Society and have been so for the past 17 years. I just want to thank
you for your support in the past and that you ask, that you continue this, to support to the
Humane Society in the future. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Lindsey Nicolas?
MS. NICOLAS: Good evening Budget Chair Pontanilla and Council Members. My name is Lindsey
Nicolas and I'm the Director of Development and Community Outreach at Maui Humane
Society. First, I would like to thank you for your continued support of our agency, our staff and
all of our programs. We are very proud of the work we do in the community, not only our
critical services that we provide, but also the community outreach and educational programs that
we have for all of the people of Maui. Many people think that we only help the animals, but all
of the services and programs we have serve the people of our community and encourage them to
help take responsibility for the animals in all of our care. Only through continued education and
outreach to our people will we be able to continue saving the lives of animals on Maui. We are
so grateful for our community's support as donations are up 69 percent from that of last year.
Our live releases continue to increase each year, while our euthanasia numbers decrease. Our
services are increasingly sought out each year as well. Just our vet staff alone has performed
over 3,000 surgeries last year for spay and neuter which is more than any other any agency or all
other agencies combined on, on Maui. They also continue to book their surgeries months in
advance because of the services that our community needs. We had an all-staff meeting today
and discussed many of the proud moments that we've experienced in the past quarter. One of
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our field operations officers gave an example of one resident who our entire team in one way or
another was able to touch this resident through great teamwork. We are able to fmd and return
her beloved pet after she worried and had such heartache missing it, and she was so thankful that
we were able to get that pet back to her. Other shared achievements were through volunteers,
happy adoption stories and compassion to our clients in times of need. Stories like the ones we
shared with each other today give us hope and a positive booth, boost, excuse me,
acknowledging the amazing work that we do for the animals and the people of Maui. We would
not be able to do as much great work without your support. I am proud to work with all my
colleagues at the Humane Society and hope you will continue to support our efforts in the
coming year and acknowledge the critical work that we do and programs that we provide to the
people and the animals of our community. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Ohu Burnett?
MS. BURNETT: Hi my name is Ohu Burnett. I'm from Makawao and I'm a high school student at Hui
Malama Learning Center. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak. Before I went to
Hui Malama I was home schooled my whole life. I was never really at the educational level of
someone my age and, but I really wanted to go to school. So my mom decided to put me into
Hui Malama and that has helped me get up to a level that I need to, like in math and English and
social studies and all that good stuff and in a really short amount of time, by the small classes
they provide and the one-on-one teaching. Thank you so much for supporting Hui Malama and
please continue supporting in the future, so people like me can keep going. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Ann Leete?
MS. LEETE: Thank you. Good evening, Council Members. My name is Ann Leete. I am the
Secretary of the Board of Directors of Hui Malama Learning Center and also the Chair of the
Fund Development and Public Relations Committee. I'm also an attorney in Wailuku and I
represent primarily families and children in the Child Protective Services system and children,
juveniles in the Family Court criminal system. So my two worlds kind of have come together
here tonight, and I want to talk to you a little about why we appreciate your support so much for
Hui Malama Learning Center as a budget line item and why we hope to continue that support.
As you've heard from two of our, of one of our students so far, Hui Malama is really fortunate to
be able to offer very small class sizes. That allows out teachers and our students to develop real
solid relationships that enables them to have that one-on-one learning environment that helps so
many students who don't fit into the traditional 30 students in a classroom learning environment.
We did a needs assessment for the Maui community to determine what educational needs this
community has right now, and that is how we have structured our program to respond to those
specific needs. One of those critical needs that was determined was that small class size, and
that's something where we feel that we really excel. Another item that came from our
community needs assessment was workforce readiness. You know, in this terrible economy that
we have been in for the last few years, we have seen Maui people struggling to fmd to jobs, to
keep jobs, to stay here and become, maintain themselves as a part of the community, because
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they don't have the skills and, and education necessary to excel in this changing economy. What
we try to do is partner our students with businesses that are based in sustainability and
environmental consciousness, cultural consciousness to enable them to stay here on Maui and to
become contributing members of society. Our mission statement, which I have written down
here because I am trying to remember everything, is to inspire, nurture and empower our
students to pursue careers that bolster our island's economy, increase their own self-reliance and
provide for future generations. It kind of makes me think of that bumper sticker, it's all about
we. We're really trying to teach our students that to be able to take care of themselves, while
taking care of the community as a whole, if we don't start teaching our students that, then we're
all going to be in trouble in the next generation. So we thank you very much for all your support
and we hope that it will continue. Mahalo.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Amber Weaver?
MS. WEAVER: Hello, my name is Amber Weaver and I live in Haiku. I am a high school student of
Hui Malama Learning Center. Since I have been going to this school, it has really taught me so
many things about our history and all the opportunities we have in this world. Hui Malama's
teachers have inspired me to reach for the stars when it comes to learning and reaching our goals.
The teachers here have helped me in so many ways, that I will never forget what they have done.
This school has empowered me to excel in what I put my mind to, whether it may be a new
college or just finding a new job I enjoy. Because the staff is so hands-on with the kids and will
help them any way possible, I have been able to learn twice as much as I have in any public
school that I have been into. The one thing that really stands out about this school is that we're
not only taught in classrooms but also out in the real world. We are able to learn about our
Hawaiian islands and also our community and we help them in any way possible. We learn by
doing, as if you was to show me puzzle on a board, I would be able to put it together. But if you
was to show me straight up, you know, hand it to me and teach it, I wouldn't be able to know
what I try because I know I couldn't do it without you showing me. To me, Hui Malama is not a
school but more like an ohana, and I want to thank you, Council Members, for supporting my
school, because without your help I wouldn't have been able learn what I have. Thank you for
giving me these opportunities at Hui Malama, and please continue supporting my school for
future students who have the same opportunities.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Brent Noble?
MR. NOBLE: Good evening, everybody. My name is Brent Noble and I am here tonight to represent
MEO and the B.E.S.T. program. For those of you that don't know what is, it's a program
designed to help inmates at the end of their sentences, reintegrate back into the community, and
it's absolutely essential in helping us to do that. They're there every step of the way to obtain
our IDs, our driver's license, our birth certificates, everything and to go out and help us get jobs.
They drive us to go out and find these jobs, and this program is absolutely essential. And I just
would like to thank you for all the support in the past and ask you guys to keep this program
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going, so that the guys behind me can have the same opportunities that have been given to me.
That's all I got. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Mr. Victorino?
COUNC1LMEMBER VICTORINO: Brent, you did awesome.
MR. NOBLE: Thank you.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORLNO: See, you could do it. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Janelle Todd?
MS. TODD: Hello, good evening, I'm Janelle Todd and I'm the Nurse Manager for the Oncology
Department at Maui Memorial Medical Center. And when I first came to the island, I started the
palliative care program, which serves patients who are dying, and I'm here tonight to ask for the
County Council appropriation for Hospice Maui. They are proposing a 12-bed inpatient facility
and this program is much needed in our community. There are many patients that do not have
24-hour-available caregivers, and what the impact of that is, is a lot of the patients will come into
the hospital and they'll remain there until the time in which they die. These patients might not
necessarily prefer to be in the hospital setting at the end of their lives, so we would just like to
ask that you honor the sacred journey that these people are going through at that time and
support Hospice Maui and building this very needed resource in our community. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you. Pat
Bily?
MR. BILY: Aloha Veteran Council Members and welcome our new Council Members. I'm Pat Bily.
I've worked with the Nature Conservancy the last 22 years--whew--and I know some of you, like
Mike, have heard me go on about this before. But I'm actually here on behalf of our partner
conservation agencies, the watershed partnerships, then including the East Molokai Watershed
Partnership and Lanai Watershed Partnership as well as the East and West Maui Watershed
Partnership and the Maui Invasive Species Committee. Now, I couldn't help but notice the
symbol on the Council Budget, the koa tree, and of course we can think of the things it
symbolizes, the strength and nourishment and all of that, but in the real world, in the mountain
where I was up working yesterday, you guys have been up there, know the importance. This is
our watershed basically, and with all the social issues we're hearing tonight, which are really
important, there is still a common denominator with all of that--water. We can't do anything,
whether it's business or social issues, even this meeting tonight, without a proper, reliable water
source and, you folks, I'm not gonna bore you with the details of the environmental protection.
Don, I've been on your shows before at Akaku, talking about invasive species and issues. We
have, East Maui has set the precedent with this type of environmental protection. 1991, we
formed the East Maui Water Protection with the Watershed Partnership, and other islands started
to imitate us over the years and begin their own watershed partnerships. Maui started the
Invasive Species Committee. Other islands did the same thing and it's critical that we have
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support and collaboration from the County government here. And I just have to applaud Maui
County as you guys being the leaders, you can pat yourselves on the back there because
compared to the other islands, we are light years ahead. But we still face enormous challenges
with the protection of these watersheds, and there's written testimony, I have submitted to you
folks. I won't bore you with the details but mainly it's just the mahalo you for all your support
in the past and continued support for Maui's watershed partnerships, Maui County's watershed
partnerships. . .(laughter). . . make that clear again, and, and the Invasive Species Committees
and again, mahalo.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again.
MR. BILY: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Ursula Platte?
MS. PLATTE: Good evening Council Members, my name is Ursula Platte and I am the Program
Director for the Aloha House Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Program. and first of all, I
would really thank all of you for the support that you have been giving us all the last many years.
I have been at the program for almost 10 years and you have been funding our detox unit which
is very critical, as you heard earlier. This is the only detox program actually in the County of
Maui and it's mostly funded by you, by the County of Maui. We have also two beds funded by
the hospital, but everybody who wants to get clean and sober needs to go through detox and it's
very critical. People actually can die if they are not medically monitored, so we are very grateful
that we have got your funding over the last years and that's the same for the residential program.
You know, as you also, Scott mentioned earlier that without the funding that he received, we
would have not been able to keep him in the program, so it's really a very, very important part
for people to actually be able to stay in recovery to go through a program. And again, thank so
much and see you in the future.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Eugene Burgio?
MR. BURGIO: Council Chair and Members of the Maui County Council, my name is Eugene Burgio.
I live on Maui and I am an employee of the BAE Systems, a large international defense
contractor engaged in research and development activities here on Maui. We have a total of 17
employees on Maui and over 1,000 on the islands. BAE systems is working with the Maui
Economic Development Board, MEDB for over 4 year and have the highest regard for Jenny,
Lisa and the staff at MEDB. BAE's first experience with MEDB was working with Lynn in
supporting their Women in Technology program. Their efforts have resulted in a higher
percentage of women entering the STEM fields and employed by technology companies. We
first had the corporate opportunity to work directly with MEDB when we sought their advice in
getting establishment on Maui and introducing ourselves to the Maui community, because we
were a new company to Maui and residents and new to the culture in the island. We were given
excellent guidance ranging from companies and officials we should meet and who could help us
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with a blessing of our facilities. We've since enjoyed the wonderful relationship with Maui and
its culture and intend to continue the business on Maui. MEDB is also a leading proponent of
the, Maui as a place to do business for the technology-related companies. They have developed
the infrastructure and assist companies like ours and including the assistance of key community
leaders, who also believe in the diversified future of Maui. As a strong advocate of STEM
education workforce development, MEDB has developed numerous education and training
programs for the preparation of students for our future local workplace. As a company engaged
in the technology-related activities, we depend on the properly trained workforce and we know
that we can depend on MEDB to assist us in the building the workforce and companies like us.
Our company has benefited greatly from the existence and the actions of MEDB and respectfully
request that you continue to fund their effective organization, allow them to continue strategic
economic development of Maui and for its people. Mahal°.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Maria Nachuo?
MS. NACHUO: Good evening, everyone. Thank you very much, Council, for taking the time to hear
our request and concerns. My name is Maria Nachuo and I am here in support of the MEO Head
Start program. I am a parent of Joanie, who's currently in Haiku Head Start. We are all here to
humbly ask that you continue to provide funds for this program so that children will have the
opportunity to socialize with their peers in a classroom setting and be able to get prepared for
elementary and beyond. I believe this program is very vital in providing early childhood
education and will give exposure to lifelong skills. Once again, thank you and have a great
evening.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Melissa Suarez?
MS. SUAREZ: Good evening, Council Members, my name is Melissa Suarez and I am a parent of a
child whose school and other schools were fortunate enough to get a robotic grant from the Maui
Economic and Women and Technology. Through the grant, we were able to enter our school
into the Lego Robotics for the elementary school. This program is really good. It teaches the
kids that math, science and computer is a lot of fun and it's just not for nerds and geeks. They
learn problem solving, teamwork and public speaking and I feel this is as important to promote
to the kids nowadays about science and math and learning that in school. And I hope that you
keep on funding this program. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Yonah Marks?
MS. MARKS: Good evening, Council Members. Gosh, this makes me nervous. I'm not really a
speaker and I have no notes, but I live in Haiku and I'm a psychologist. And I'm also a hospice
volunteer and what we're asking you to consider is a 12-bed inpatient building, that we need so
desperately here on Maui, and I'm certainly hoping you can find some funding for this. I had an
experience about 10 days ago and my dear friend had a stroke and ended up in the emergency
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room at Maui Memorial. And when they determined what his problem was, which was a stroke,
they didn't have a bed for him. Now we had no tsunami or hurricane or any major catastrophe
and there were 22 people waiting for a bed and he waited 3 days and fm.ally a bed came. And
what I know about our hospital Maui Memorial is there's people in there that are terminal, that
are having long-term care. And if we could get these 12 beds for hospice, it would free up
12 beds in hospital which we really need, and I see that any place we can get a bed for our
community. What else can I tell you about it? As a hospice worker, I heard, I didn't hear one
thing here tonight, anybody asking for funding that was not worthwhile and it was about our
youth and drug programs, everything was good. But at this very delicate time of ending our lives
which we're all getting to unfortunately, we love to, as hospice workers, give them the most
loving care, and gentle care and give them the nicest sendoff they could have. So when you
consider your budget, please think of us. We're all getting there ourselves. And thank you very
much for letting me speak.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Rachelle "Kalele" Akoi?
MS. AKOI: Aloha, my name is Kalele Akoi, and my spouse Giorgio(?) and our four children currently
live at The Maui Farm in the Family Strengthening Program. Being at the Maui Farm has
strengthened my family in many ways. We feel like we're more effective parents. Our children
are getting social skills that help them understand and listen to their elders, as well as each other.
Through the Malama Pono classes, my spouse and I have learned how to look at life in a more
positive way. We do turn our negative into positive energy. We are now able to create a routine
that makes for a more stable lifestyle. I am so grateful The Maui Farm has helped to seek out
resources to help take care of my family. (NOTE: She inadvertently turned her microphone off)
Although my spouse has a full-time job . . .
COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: You gotta turn it back on.
MS. AKOI: Sorry. Although my spouse has a full-time job, it's not sufficient to support our family.
Some of the things that we accomplish here at The Maui Farm are improved parenting skills.
We paid off a large amount of debt and still continuing. We're setting goals and achieving it as
wells as having more patience. We also paid off our vehicle, got a second-hand car so I can do
errands with my children and the biggest of all, we're now saving every month. Our plan is to
get into an affordable home Upcountry. We haven't been much successful in seeking a
two-bedroom house within our budget so it is pretty difficult. But we do know that it is difficult
for anyone to rent a two-bedroom home with a family of six. Although we are searching for a
rental home, we are on the waiting list for Section 8 which we've waiting desperately for about
four years now. I would like to encourage you to support The Maui Farm and its Strengthening
Program. It has helped our family out in a tremendous way and I know it helped others out too.
So please again support The Maui Farm because without them, God knows how many people
would be homeless. Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
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MS. AKOI: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Paula Ambre?
MS. AMBRE: Aloha, Members of the County Council: Council Chair Pontanilla, Council Chair,
Budget Chair Pontanilla, Council Chair Mateo and other Council Members. My name is Paula
Ambre. I am Executive Director of The Maui Farm. I am here to follow up to Kalele's story to
ask for your continued support for our Family Strengthening Program. It is included in the
Administration's budget as a line item under the Department of Housing and Human Concerns.
I've had a chance to meet with each of you and to talk story about our program. It is a residential
program. We work with families who are homeless due to domestic violence and other
economic challenges. Our goal is to help these families stay together, unified, intact and to help
them be healthy and to prepare to be successful in independent living. We provide short-term
housing and an array of life skills training. We support goal achievement in the areas of
educational advancement, employment, improved parenting and transition to community
housing. We're also seeing good outcomes in keeping families together and preventing children
from going into foster care. We have a low rate of families going back into emergency shelters,
and so these are very positive outcomes that we're experiencing. We do collaborate with other
community organizations including Women Helping Women, and the Family Life Center. Our
services together create an extended continuum of care. Our piece is to provide a
family-strengthening component after families have completed an emergency shelter program
and before they transition out into the community into affordable housing. And together the
services that these three agencies provide, we kind of are holding each other's hand and
strengthening, giving more assistance to families to help them make important gains and keep
those gains. Since 1990, the County of Maui has really been the biggest partner in the
establishment of The Maui Farm, and we see this is that our charge is to provide a community
resource that provides farm-based, family-style residential programs for youth and families. We
have a 55-year lease on our campus. We have invested funds from Federal, State, County and
private foundations in terms of developing our campus and we believe that we've been good
stewards of the resources that have been put into our care. Our campus is a beautiful place for
our families to live. Our facilities are well maintained. We have a thriving educational farm and
our programs are effective. And so we ask for you continued investment in The Maui Farm,
through continued support for this line item. We have experienced cuts over the last few years
and as I mentioned in the meetings, I think we kind of cut to bone at The Maui Farm and it will
be very difficult for us to absorb or to supplement further cuts. We've experienced
approximately a 28-percent cut over the last two years. And what we have been working is to
use the County funding as our core funding and to go out and leverage those dollars to obtain
other funds from other private trust and foundations and from our community, and so our Board
of Directors has been very active in a Resource Development Program to seek donations through
the private sector. And so I want to ask for you continued support. That core funds that is
provided through this line item does allow us to go out and to effectively leverage those dollars,
bringing other resources into our community. You know, we recognize the challenges that the
County is experiencing. We certainly experienced those at The Maui Farm as well.
MS. HAMMAN: Three minutes.
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MS. AMBRE: Thank you. In closing, I'll make two quick pitches, as I usually do, and then follow up
to what Kalele said. Affordable rental housing, very difficult to find and I just want to plant that
seed. I know I have been heard by a few of the Council Members here. The second one is a bus
stop, at Ike Drive and that would serve a lot of people in the Upcountry area. So those would be
my other requests in addition to our support. Thank you very much for your time this evening.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Thank you Paula. Rick
Richerson?
MR. RICHERSON: Good evening, Council Members. I'm here representing Haiku Boys and Girls
Club, to talk about a beautiful thing. We have two children that attend the club. I was just want
to express the feelings I get when I walk into the Boys and Girls Club. The beauty of seeing
children in a safe environment with mentors that care, from this comes social values of caring
and helping to achieve the respect of others, big or small. Also, impressive is equipment that is
provided for the educational programs and sport activities with the support from others. I do find
the outside activities most beautiful for the kids that never get to be involved with community
projects such as cleaning litter from our beaches and various other areas, to learn how important
it is to keep our earth a most beautiful place. Another beautiful thing is the meaning of aloha that
is taught. Haiku Boys and Girls Club instills these values, aloha, welcome, what I have, you may
have, what I say comes from the heart, having good intentions, bring happiness to others,
humanity and meekness, we are here to serve, be humble, aloha, love near or far. Haiku Boys
and Girls Club is near our heart. In closing, to the Council Members, Haiku Boys and Girls Club
is our best investment for our working families, our children and community. To have such a
program to create solid citizens for the future, is a most beautiful thing. Aloha, mahalos to
Haiku's Boys... Girls Club staff, to all supporters, and most of all to Council Members and their
continuing support. Thank you again.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thanks again.
Nancy Johnson?
MS. JOHNSON: Good evening. I'm Nancy Johnson. I'm in charge of the Allied Health Department at
Maui College. I'm here to ask for your support again for the Allied Health Program. The
fwiding you've given us supports both our Nursing Program and our Dental Assisting, Dental
Hygiene Program. I gave you, I gave you some materials that I think she'll distribute, but it has
graphs on it that shows why we need these health programs. In 2030, we're gonna have
42 percent more people on Maui. Twenty percent of those people are gonna be over 65. Maui
County has the fewest number of nurses in the State. Maui County has the fewest number of
health care workers in the State. All of Maui County is a health profession shortage area, the
entire County. So we need the money that you're giving us in order to expand our Allied Health
Programs. We, over the last two years, we took a 25-percent reduction in your award and I, at
the request, I submitted 25 percent reduction. At the time, we thought the State was gonna
provide us with additional nursing faculty. However, as you know this, a lot of things changed
from the time I submitted my request to now, and it appears that we will not get the nursing
faculty from the State. Losing that faculty member means I'll have to take ten less students.
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That's ten fewer nurses that you'll have. So, I'm asking you to fund our full request and if
possible increase it by about $80,000. I realize that there's many people and there many
important requests, but I am here to tell you that Maui County needs all the nurses we can
provide.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again. Curt Leonard?
MR LEONARD: Good evening, County Council Members. My name is Curt Leonard. I'm here on
behalf of the Maui Economic Development Board this evening. For those of you who may not
be familiar with me, I work in the Technology Park for a company called Oceanit. I'm a
Program Manager. I think we've heard some testimony tonight about the MEDB and some of
the fantastic, their work with the STEM community and hopefully strengthening the pipeline for
future jobs in Maui County. But my take is going to be slightly different, as a person who
manages business, it's real important that the MEDB be our extension in the community and
provide services to us that help us with business development. A couple of...a couple of
workshops that come to mind that have been real important for our development is MEDB has
hosted some, some workshops in which they, they teach us about government opportunities both
in landing government opportunities and managing them, and that's been helpful for our business
development. I think we're all familiar with, with the social media, but I don't think a lot of us
pay attention to the important, the important role that plays in business development, not only in
terms of exposing business but also in terms of actually going after contracts associated with the
social media. And I bring that to your attention because the MEDB has sponsored many
workshops that has introduced social media to small companies in the, in the Tech Park and
throughout Maui County. A couple of other things, the MEDB has over the years, been sort of
the extension of small businesses at national conferences that are very important for the tech
industry and others. The three major ones that they participate in is bio-medical conference, they
do alternate energy conference and one that they're currently engaged in right now as I speak in
Colorado Springs, for the Space...Colorado Springs for the Space Symposium. Not only is that,
are they there promoting other companies in Maui and sharing with them, hopefully tying the
dots between our organization and potential business, but they're also there promoting things like
the AMOS Technical Conference that has become a huge part of what our economy is all about.
And so I mean that, that itself, although it certainly helped, benefits the tech sector over 600
people attended last year, but it also pumps a lot of money into the local economy. So on behalf
of the MEDB, I just request that you give their budget request your full attention and that they
continue to do good work for Maui County.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, question for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you
again.
MR. LEONARD: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Malcolm Findley?
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MR. FINDLEY: Good evening Council Members. I live just down the road in Kuau and I want to
thank you for the opportunity to appear tonight. And I want to thank the Chair particularly
because several months ago I appeared as a member of the Cost of Government Commission,
Energy Subcommittee. And energy is one of my major concerns. I try to follow current events
both within the County and nationally. And the subject of energy and Maui are linked to oil.
Maui is 90 percent dependent on imported oil. Obviously oil is much in the news these days.
My concern though is what if there is an oil emergency, an oil catastrophe if you will, triggered
internationally, where the price of oil jumps from what today is $108 a barrel to $200 a barrel?
Overnight, just like a tsunami hitting, the price of oil on Maui will go to over $10 a gallon or
more. The economic consequences of that would be enormous. So the question is where would
the relief come from? Would it come from the Federal government? Not likely these days.
Would it come from the State government? Very remote. So Maui, for at least, for a short
period of time until the strategic petroleum reserve could kick in, would be on its own. And even
if it did kick in, in terms of supply, it wouldn't necessarily control the cost by the time it got
here. So there would be an interim period of 60 to 90 days where Maui would be very much at
risk. Now the only solution, it seems to me, to protect ourselves here, is money. Now, I'm a
little troubled about the way the budget is, proposed budget is configured, as I understand it.
You've got this $100 million surplus that basically is going to be spent on operation and capital
improvement. So the question then becomes, is that the appropriate use for that entire amount of
money? And I submit that it's not, that at least half the amount should be put into a special
reserve fund, an emergency fund that can be, provide a cushion for us to fall back on, in the
event of this kind of emergency. So you might say, well yeah, but these capital improvements
and other things that were to be covered by that amount are important and worthwhile, and I
agree with that. So I suggest, submit that there are alternative sources of funding that should be
applied to cover the $50 million. On capital improvements, as you all know, they're generally
paid for using bond funds which can be amortized over a period of years, and Maui still has a
reasonably good credit rating. So to take liquid cash and put it out on capital improvements, if
that is indeed the way the budget is presently configured, I think is a mistake. But there other
sources, too -MS. HAMMAN: Three minutes.
MR. FINDLEY: --the vehicle fleet, the recommendations and the Cost of Government report and
finally the lawsuit that involved $32 million on auction rate securities. Thank you very much.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Member Baisa?
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Thank you very much, Mr. Findley, for being here. I know you worked
really hard on the Cost of Government Commission and have a lot of really good
recommendations. I know you felt very pressed by not having enough time but you made a
comment about the vehicle fleet. Can you explain that?
MR. FINDLEY: Yes, the report which is very voluminous--in fact there's an article in the paper that
sort of summarized the findings that we had--talked about several things. First off, that there
may be more vehicles than are really needed. There seems to be an excess of vehicles, that in
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my judgment as the Chair of the committee, but another aspect of it is having to do with the age
of the vehicles and the mileage. So you've got a number of, hundreds of high-mileage, overage
vehicles which by the way are notorious gas guzzlers. Those vehicles are getting 15 miles to the
gallon or less and you can imagine what the County's fuel bill is going to be. In my view, the
comprehensive plan, that's in the Cost of Government Commission report, needs to be
aggressively implemented at once. And I'm talking about cutting 200 vehicles from the County
fleet within the next 60 to 90 days. Cut them immediately and don't replace them. There's too
much fat in that vehicle fee budget.
And then there are problems on electricity, MECO, and I urge you to read Exhibit 20 of the
report because MECO doesn't have any plan in the event of an emergency. That's basically
what they said in their response to the questions that we raised. So I, those two elements are key
in terms of what can be accomplished with regard to that report.
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Thank you very much. That's important information. We've been
looking very carefully at that issue as we've been reviewing the budget.
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Chair.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Member Cochran.
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: I thank you, Mr. Findley, it's always good to hear you share. Just
curious if you folks had looked into a pot, if there is a catastrophe for electric-wise. If, as the
County, what do we have? What are our options? Do we have a plan B, if something happens in
your...?
MR. FINDLEY: Excellent question! That's my concern. What is the plan? For example, MECO has
reserves alright. They have storage tanks, that they're only last 30 to 45 days, and once the.. .the
cost of oil can spike in the international news overnight, so what you'll have is a panic. People
will be clearing out the...and by the way, Young Brothers have twice raised their fees on
surcharges. The airlines would raise their fees overnight tremendously on surcharges. People
would stop coming here basically because they couldn't afford it. There needs to be a reserve so
what MECO, what I recommend is the Mayor meet with Ed Reinhardt sooner rather than later to
talk about what might happen if, if there was war in the Persian Gulf, for example, which is a
common concern? What, what would Maui's fate be? We're all out here by ourselves in a
remote location. Now there are, there's supposedly legislation that gives Hawaii priority access
to the strategic petroleum reserve, but MECO doesn't even know that exists, according to their
response to the question that I raised. So there's some real concerns there about strategic
planning that ought to be discussed in the way of the economic consequences, because there's no
more relief at the Federal or State level coming our way.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Mr. Victorino?
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: I guess you went struck a chord in everybody tonight, you know.
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MR. FINDLEY: That's why I wait around.
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Yeah, well, you know, and whether I agree everything you're
saying or not, but I like the idea we have a surplus now, instead of just trying to blow it all and
try to, you know, get some put aside because the rainy day isn't over and as you well see, a
number of things are happening out there. What do you think the impacts of this Japan disaster
will have to us?
MR. FINDLEY: I'm, I'm not, I'm not sure. For one thing, the disaster doesn't seem to be over. Most
of the Japanese tourists apparently go to Oahu, but there's a lot of lingering aftereffects of that.
And what it does is.. .there was an excellent article in The Maui News about a week ago, about it
affects the psychology of people, it makes them uneasy. Not just here, this is nationwide. For
example, they're gonna.. .when the oil prices hit a certain level, people cut back on their
spending. They cut back on their travel. They don't go to faraway places. Basically the whole
thing permeates and radiates through the economic system, and Maui is so vulnerable because
we're a one-industry town and that's just the way it is and oil is. My concern is what about,
every aspect of making sure that the lights stay on, that that the cops have fuel for their vehicles
and on and on and on. It just, it's really an enormous problem and risk if it's not dealt with by
some sort of a rainy day fund, for lack of better term.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Mr. Couch?
COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Mr Findley, would you be willing to go to the
Charter Commission to talk to them about changing our Charter, because technically a surplus is
too much taxes and we're not allowed to have an emergency fund. So I'm just wondering if we
could do that through the Charter. . .(Inaudible). . .
MR. FINDLEY: Well I certainly would be glad to talk to the Charter Commission. I, I was unaware
that there was any restriction or constraint on that, so I'm not sure what the latitudes are, the
legalities are. It would seem to me though, that there, if the County was able to find $100
million surplus, that they were, was sort of unexpected windfall, there ought to be some way, in
terms of the financial mechanism within the County, to set it aside, whether you called it a rainy
day fund or whatever. I don't know. I think you're an accountant, right?
COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: No.
MR. FINDLEY: No you're not an accountant. Well somebody... anyway, whatever the circumstances
are, the principle is still the same. We got to have a reserve because nobody else is going to help
us, at least for a short period of time.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Mr. Findley. I just want to comment on two of that areas that you
touched. Presently the Administration is working on the vehicle audit, and also in regards to the
lawsuit, we're in the process of formulating a team to try and get back our money. So and the
other thing --26 -
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MR. FINDLEY: Excellent.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: --in regards to ensuring that, you know, we have cash should something
happen in the nation or the world, that, you know, we set aside monies for that type of
emergencies. So we have the means as far as trying to set aside some of these
Carryover/Savings, so that when anything happens to the State, you know, we have those funds
to, you know, help us move forward. So, you know, it's gonna be the work of this Committee,
how we do it, and, you know, looking at the 2011 Budget, in regards to what we did, you know,
we remove all the fat, that we did, and right now the 2011 Budget, our Fiscal Year Budget is in
my opinion, is the number that, you know, I'm, I'm gonna be taking a look at. Thank you.
Thank you for your testimony though.
MR. FINDLEY: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah.
MR. FINDLEY: Nice to be here.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: The last person to testify this evening is Nikhilananda. If anybody wanna
provide public testimony tonight, if you can sign up with Michele to my right.
MR. NIKHILANANDA: Good evening, Members of the Budget and Finance Committee. Thank you
for being here. On the 31 8t of March 2010, I testified and I looked at my before I presented my
testimony for tonight, and I looked at it and it's almost verbatim, so I'm basically going to read
my testimony from last year. The same points, it's the same points, year after year after year.
First of all, I'd like to see continued support for the Maui Bus system and more money into the
ME0 bus system. I keep on hearing people who criticize the bus and those of you know that I'm
very supportive of it, but people keep on complaining, it's time that we really put in more buses,
more stops, et cetera. Curbside recycling, I cannot believe that the Mayor just recently suggested
a pilot program in Maui Meadows. The former Governor, who's the former Mayor here,
th
proposed 16 years ago to have curbside recycling. This is not the 19 Century. It's time Maui
County joined the 21 St century. You don't have to reinvent the wheel. All over the country,
there's curbside recycling. It's time to set that up. Tonight I'm driving out from Huelo, Haiku,
all of these garbage containers on the sides of the road, all this stuff could be recycled. It goes
into the dump. It's unbelievable. Going to the recycling bins, I went there yesterday, brought
some cardboard. It's unbelievable the junk that people put in them and the rumors I hear--and I
can't get straight answers from the Environmental Department--is that, a lot of the recycling bins
end up going to the dump anyway. So okay. Next as far as beach access, I'd like to see the gates
in front of the, all of the County parks be torn down, open up the beaches 24/7. It's ridiculous to
lock them at 7:00 at night. People should be able to go onto a beach, walk along the beach. If
there's criminal elements there, deal with them. Don't lock everybody else out. And also, the
bathrooms, we need more money to be put into the Department of Recreation. It's unbelievable
how disgusting the beach park bathrooms are. By the afternoon, they are just gross. It's like a
third world country. Now right up the alley, on Tuesday, I was listening to a radio show in the
morning, and somebody there was talking about an issue that I've testified for years and years
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and years, and that's about property taxes and it's time that we had a tiered property tax system.
Someone has a house that is $1 million or less, it's 250 per thousand; if it's $1 million to
$2 million, maybe it's 275; if it's $2 million to $3 million. In other words, you do the math. I
don't have the time in three minutes to go through it, but you know what I'm talking about. It's
ridiculous that someone that has a $10 million or $20 million house, they're taxed $2.50 per
thousand. And what was mentioned is that back in 1991, if you think I'm so radical, in '91, the
rate was $4.50 per thousand and the owner occupancy write-off or whatever it's.. .you know,
was $50,000, so I know there's talk about lowering it to $200,000. I've watched my property
decrease 35 percent, but the fact of the matter is it went up 400 percent after I bought it, so I'm
okay. Okay. Tennis courts, in 1992 I met-MS. HAMMAN: Three minutes.
MR. NIKHILANANDA: --I met.. .1 cannot believe it, I talk as fast I can. In 1992, I met Charmaine
Tavares, former Mayor and Council Member when she was the head of Parks and Recreation,
and I asked it would be really nice to have tennis courts in Paia, Haiku, somewhere over on this
side. You have to drive to Haliimaile or Makawao or go up to Kula now. Now Kula's really
smart, they got two courts, and then immediately put up a big petition, got all these people
together. They came down and you guys gave them two more courts. So there's four courts in
Kula...none, and when I went to the meetings over at the 4th Marine Park, they said, okay, let's
put in first the Tom Morrow... of course it wasn't Tom Morrow at the time, it was before he
passed, but the equestrian rink. Okay, so Nicky, don't worry. After that's done, then we'll put
the tennis courts in. And it's now been years. It's time to put one or two tennis courts into the
4th Marine Park. Do it. It's a, also as far as the EMI ditch system, it's time by eminent domain
to get a hold of them. Everyone's talking about dengue fever. My stream looks like this but it's
got pockets of water 'cause when the dam overflows, there's pockets of -MS. HAMMAN: Four minutes.
MR. NIKHILANANDA: --water and it's time to release the water from the dam. And the last thing as
far as all of your grants. You talk about money, take the money out. It's over a quarter of a
million dollars. Domestic Cannabis Education Suppression Program, $180,000; Statewide
Marijuana Eradication Task Force program, 87,300. That's a quarter of million dollars. Take
that money, give it to kids or education or something else, Renewable Energy Program, Bikeway
Fund, Department of Housing and Human Concerns, the Victim-Witness Assistance program in
the Department of Prosecuting Attorney. There's a lot of places. I'm not just saying everyone
should just go out and smoke pot. I'm saying that it's a waste of money to spend a quarter of a
million dollars in something that is just, for me like I'm saying, a waste of time. And the other
one that put it into and that is the an anti-cockfighting fund. I also listened to the show where
someone called up, who works for...and I'm sorry. I know I'm going on, but you said I'm the
last one. That this person that works in a fund, I mean who, she's a substance abuse counselor
and she talks about a cockfighting--the girls that prostitute themselves, the drugs, all of this that
comes down as a result of the cockfighting. You and I guys both know cockfighting is condoned
on this island and it should be illegal. So when someone, when I have a few roosters and I call
the radio station, they go hey, we hear your roosters. I have a few roosters but if someone puts
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up 200 of these little things with roosters in there, you and I both know what they're using the
roosters for. Thank you very much for allowing me to go on.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Nick. Members any questions for the testifier? Thank you again.
That was fast.
MR. NIKHILANANDA: Okay. Thank you very much. I did the best I could. Thank you for the extra
time.
. . .END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY....
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, Nikhilananda was the last person to sign up for public testimonies.
Anyone out here that wanna provide public testimony at this time? If not, I just want say thank
you for all of you being here tonight, providing your testimony to this Committee, and it is our
job to listen to you. So again, thank you very much.
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: GRH)
ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: The Budget and Finance Committee Meeting at the Ptha Community Center is
now adjourned. .(gavel). . .
ADJOURN: 7:37 p.m.
APPROVED:
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