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Dear Chair Balsa:
SUBJECT: GENERAL PLAN UPDATE (GP-2(2))

The Department of Planning (Department) is transmitting amendments to the Draft Maui
Island Plan (DMIP) for Council review and adoption in accordance with the requirements of Maui
County Code, Chapter 2.80B. We request that the attached documents be included under item GP2(2), "General Plan Update" to assist in your review and action on the following portions of the DMIP:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Chapter 8 (Directed Growth narrative; pgs. 8-62 to 8-66);
Chapter 8 Maps (Change Maps E-1 and E-2 of East Maui);
Exhibit "F" (Change Table for Maps E-1 and E-2) explaining 2012 proposed
revisions to the 2010 Directed Growth Plan maps; and
Maps Comparing the General Plan Advisory Committee, Maui Planning
Commission, and the 2010 and 2012 Planning Director's Directed Growth
Boundary recommendations for the related East Maui region.

The Department's 2012 recommendation for Maps El and E2 is to predominantly follow the
GPAC's recommendations with only slight changes for clarity. No new growth boundaries are
proposed pursuant to the recommendations of the General Plan Advisory Committee. The proposed
2012 Rural Growth Boundaries follow the GPAC's recommendations for Rural Growth Boundaries.
In some cases, the Department has drawn Rural Growth Boundaries to be consistent with the Hana
Community Plan Rural Designations and the existing State Land Use Boundaries that have been in
existence since the early 1960's. The conversion of the "Country Town" Boundaries to "Small Town"
Boundaries is a housekeeping measure to coincide with the revised Table 8-2 in Chapter 8 that the
Committee has reviewed. The only addition to Map El and E2 is the addition of the existing Harbor.
The inclusion of Hana Harbor in a Small Town Boundary allows Helene Hall and other Hana Harbor
facilities to conform to the existing State Land Use Urban District for this area.
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Should further clarification be necessary,
please contact John F. Summers, Planning Program Administrator at Ext. 7734.
250 SOUTH HIGH STREET, WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAII 96793
MAIN LINE (808) 270-7735; FACSIMILE (808) 270-7634
CURRENT DIVISION (808) 270-8205; LONG RANGE DIVISION (808) 270-7214; ZONING DIVISION (808) 270-7253
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Sincerely,

ILLIAM SPENCE
Planning Director
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xc:

John F. Summers, Planning Program Administrator
David Yamashita, Senior Planner VI
Simone Bosco, Senior Planner
Maui Planning Commission
Project File
LRD Correspondence File
General File
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DIRECTED GROWTH PLAN

H5na
The liana Community Plan region encompasses the eastern-most area of the island. The boundary of the
region, from the northern shoreline of Makaiwa Bay, runs mauka along '0' opuloa and Waikamoi
Streams, then along the boundaries of Haleakala National Park and the Kahikinui Forest Reserve and
finally makai along the boundary between Auahi and Kanaio to Kanaloa point on the southern shoreline
of the region. The region is rich in natural, scenic and cultural resources. Of Hawaii's rare, threatened
and endangered species, one third are found only on Maui island and in particular, within the Rana
Community Plan area. Some of the most intact and extensive native forests left in Hawaii today occur in
the East Maui watershed.'
The population of the Community Plan area was less than 2,000 in 2005, but the area's population is
expected to grow to over 2,600 by 2030. This represents an average annual growth rate of 1.5 percent.
Nana Town is located on the easternmost shoreline of Maui, and the region includes the dispersed small
rural settlements of Ke'anaco'olau, Nana, Kipahulu and Kaupö. A brief discussion of each of these subregions is provided below.
Ko'olau. Located at the northern portion of East Maui, this area experiences significant rainfall

and its many streams provide water for the taro growers of Ke'anae and Wailua. Taro lo'i
blanket the region, and many are still in active cultivation. There are 20 recorded heiau in
Ko' olau.
Wana. Hdna is steeped in legend and was a major center of population and political power in

ancient Hawaii. Plantation sugar was cultivated here through the mid-twentieth century,
destroying many traditional structures. The ruggedness of the land and the persistence of a large
Hawaiian population have contributed to significant preservation efforts. Hana has 32 recorded
heiau, including Pi' ilani Hale, the largest heiau in the state.
Kipahulu. Kipahulu also experienced plantation agriculture for a period of approximately 40
years during which countless taro terraces, traditional housing sites and heiau were destroyed.
However, at least six heiau still exist and others are still intact in the more rugged areas not
suitable for cane production.
Kaupo. Kaupö supported a large population before an earthquake modified the hydrology and
altered springs that once provided irrigation to Manawainui and Naholoku. Numerous
agricultural terraces and traditional housing sites are spread throughout the landscape. Lo'alo'a
heiau is a National Landmark, one of 30 heiau in the district.
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The Nana Community Plan area has several key land use issues which must be considered when planning
future development in the region. Some issues apply to the region as a whole while others are specific to
a sub-region. The major land use threats challenges and opportunities include:
The Protection Sensitivity to Protecting the vast array of cultural resources in the liana District is ef
importance important to not only the people of Hana, but fer—to the entire Island of
and
Myers, R.L., Cory, C., Gon III, S. 1997. "Monitoring Strangers in Paradise: A Multi-Scale Study of Native Hawaiian
82K1
Rainforest. - Poster session presented at the
Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society of America, held jointly with The
Nature Conservancy 11-14 August 1997.
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Preservation
of Cultural
Resources

Maui and the Hawaiian people. The district's historic sites provide evidence of Häna's
history and serve as tools for conveying the heritage of the region to its youth as a
legacy for the future. Great care must be given to ensure that future development is
done in a culturally sensitive manner. The Mita Belt Road, designated as a National
Historic District, is one such resource deserving protection.

Environmental The Enna region's native rainforests are among the most imperiled in the world. The
forests that remain contain a high concentration of threatened and endangered species
Protection
and are in serious danger of being destroyed by introduced feral animals and
aggressive weeds. Habitat destruction is considered the most pressing threat facing the
region in terms of minimizing species loss. Native plants and animals are vulnerable to
displacement by alien species invasions. 2 ' -.
•
- *: -.. .
. these resources as well as the Hawaiian lifestyle of the area's residents. Through
respect for and proper management of these Häna's natural resources, future
generations of residents and visitors will continue to enjoy all that ==makes Fläna —
"Fläna."

Lack of
Defined Town
Core

Fläna Town has a small handful of neighborhood serving commercial areas and public
facilities that cater to local residents and visitors. Tourists traveling along the Fläna
Highway, often stop "en route" to Häna Town and again in the town itself, for goods
and supplies. Most civic activity occurs in and around the town's focal points (1E.
Fläna Bay). If supported by the community, the town could identify additional
opportunities for public spaces, civic centers, and commercial areas. This would
provide residents with more opportunities for interaction and commerce.

Affordable
Housing
Opportunities

The Häna District has felt significant pressure and competition from the off-shore
housing market. This pressure has had significant social and cultural impacts, and has
created an affordable housing problem for the area's residents. Identification of
affordable housing solutions to meet the needs of existing and future residents is a
fundamental community need.

Develop
Future
Economic
Opportunities

The relative isolation of the Häna District from the rest of the island has created
significant constraints to meaningful employment opportunities for area residents. It
will be a significant challenge to diversify and grow the region's economy while
ensuring such growth doesn't compromise the area's rural character and treasured
resources.

Mina Affordable Residential
The Häna Affordable Residential planned growth area is located mauka of the liana Highway at the
forked intersection of Uakea Road and Häna Highway. The area is bounded by Agricultural, SingleFamily, and Public/Quasi-Public Community Plan designations. The first phase of the project is 15 acres
and is currently designated Single-Family within the Fiala Community Plan. The precise boundaries and
location can be determined during the Häna Community Plan update, or with coordination with the

2

Myers, R.L., Cory, C., Gon III, S. 1997. "Monitoring Strangers in Paradise: A Multi-Scale Study of Native Hawaiian
Rainforest." Poster session presented at the 82' Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society of America, held jointly with The
Nature Conservancy 11-14 August 1997.
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community, and the project review and approval process. At full build out, the development will be
comprised of approximately 200 affordable residential units and community facilities.
Planned Growth Area Rationale

[he Häna Affordable Residential planned growth area is intended to meet the needs of Häna's residents.
Häna's workforce housing growth area is depicted on Fi • ure 8-18 and on Directed Growth Mat #E1.
Although the Land Use Forecast report (2006) indicates that the Häna region has available supply of
buildable vacant lands in agricultural and rural subdivisions, as well as significant areas of vacant planned
single-family residential lands, the price of these potential housing units may not be affordable to the
,-ommunitv. The project is intended to meet Häna's affordable housing needs.

Figure 8-18: Hann — Planned Rural Growth Area.

East Maui — Planned Protection Area
The Häna region contains the largest inventory of environmentally and culturally intact resources of the
island. Many rich and diverse ecosystems thrive in East Maui. The 51-mile scenic route along Häna
Highway enjoys a reputation of one of the world's ultimate driving tours. While en route to Häna Town,
visitors enjoy spectacular vistas and verdant landscapes, and historic landmarks. A brief discussion of the
protection area is provided below.
One planned protection area has been identified within the region; the Häna Belt Road.
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lidna Belt Road
The Harm Belt Road encompasses portions of Ham Highway that retain the greatest historic integrity and
character. This section of the roadway, beginning at Huelo and extending to Kipahulu, is relatively unaltered and
is the most spectacular portion of Maui's historic belt road system both in its scenery and its historic character.
The protected area will duplicate the boundaries of the 1999 National Register of Historic Places district and
National Millennium Legacy Trail. The Harm Highway includes the highest concentration of stylistically
consistent historic bridges in the State of Hawai'i built from circa 1900 to 1947. The boundaries of the protected
area are coterminous with its historic right-of-way. The right-of-way varies but is approximately 40 feet wide for
the portion of the road under the jurisdiction of the State of Hawai' i. The historic district begins near Mile Marker
3 on the Fidna Highway, State Route 360, near Huelo, and ends on the south end of Koukou'ai Bridge near
Kipahulu on Route 31.
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Exhibit "F"

E-1
E-1
E-1
E-1
E-1
E-1
E-1
E-2
E-2
E-2
E-2
E-2
E-1

D109
Dl 10
Dl 11
D112
D113
D114
DI 15
DII6
D117
DI 18
D119
D120
D121

Growth or Protected Area Boundary Change
(Growth Boundaries falling within the East Maui Community Plan Area are
indicated on Map Nos. E1-E2 )
Convert the Hana Airport "Country Town" Growth Boundary identified as
"D109" to a "Small Town" Growth Boundary
Convert the Hana School "Country Town" Growth Boundary identified as "D110"
to a "Small Town" Growth Boundary
Convert the Hana Landfill "Country Town" Growth Boundary identified as
"D111" to a "Small Town" Growth Boundary
Draw a 36 acre "Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "Hana 6"
and identified as "D112."
Add approximately 7 acres to the Hana 7 "Small Town" Growth Boundary
identified as "D113" to include the Hana Harbor area.
Convert the Hana 7 "Country Town" Growth Boundary identified as "D114" to a
"Small Town" Growth Boundary
Draw a 31 acre "Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "Hana 8"
and "D115." **
Draw a 45 acre "Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "Hana 9"
and "D116."
Draw a 23 acre "Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "Hana 10"
and "D117"
Draw a 124 acre "Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "D118
and located makai of the Hana Highway.
Draw a 16 acre "Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "D119
and located makai of the Hana Highway.
Draw a 6 acre -Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "D120 and
located makai of the Hana Highway.
Draw a 2 acre "Rural" Growth Boundary around the area identified as "D121 and
located makai of the Hana Highway.

** From Developer/Owner Request

MAP
NO.

AREA
NO.

Hana 121, Rural Addition

Hana 12K Rural Addition

Hana 1214 Rural Addition

liana 12A-H Rural Additi

Hana 10 Rural Addition 1

Hana 9 Rural Addition 1

Hana 8 Rural Addition 1

Hana 7 Small Town Area

Hana Harbor Small Town

Hana 6 Rural Addition 1

Hana Landfill Small Tow

Hana School Small Town

Hana Airport Small Town
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