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MAUI COUNTY ARBORIST COMMITTEE  [MI! APR -7 M 9 54
MEETING AGENDA
CFFICZ OF TH
Date: April 14, 2021 CJO ’i’ NT YOC L r:":: ; K
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Place: Blue Jeans Video Conference
Pursuant to HRS § 92-3.5, the Board will hold this meeting using interactive conference
technology. Considering the evolving Covid-19 pandemic, protecting the health and welfare
of the community is of utmost concern. As such, this meeting will be held remotely, with
members participating online via Blue Jeans.

To attend meeting or provide testimony via video conference, use meeting link:
https://bluejeans.com/328241266

To provide oral testimony via phone dial: 1(408)740-7256 and enter meeting code:
528241266#

Testifiers will be called by the Chair to offer their testimony and are asked to mute their
audio and video when they are not testifying.

Testifiers via video are asked to sign-up using the Chat function to send a Direct Message
to Kawai Hanohano providing your name.

Committee Members: Barbara Fernandez (Vice-Chair), Robert Burritt, Douglas McBride, Christopher
Berquist, Jack Patnode, Jake Musson

L Call to Order
a. Determination of Quorum
b. Roll call
¢. Introduction of public testimony

I New Committee Business
a. Approval of minutes for the Committee Meeting of March 10, 2021
b. Request for Submittal Proposed Charter Amendments and/or
Recommendations

IIl.  Continued Committee Business

Follow up on Ho’aloha Park Tree Replant- Director Peters Response

Review of Exceptional Tree inspections

Exceptional Tree Nomination- Banyan at 1290 Uluniu St. Kihei

Exceptional Tree inspections- reassignments

Deletion of exceptional trees

Review of the “Rules of Practice and Procedures for the Maui County Arborist
Committee and Maui County Code”
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IV.  Chairperson’s Report



V. Agenda Development for Next Meeting

VI Announcements

VII. Next Regular Meeting: May 12, 2021; 1:30 p.m. Location TBD

VIII. Adjournment

AGENDA ITEMS ARE SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION. For confirmation of the meeting date and time, and for tentative
scheduling of agenda items, please contact the Committee staff (Kawai Hanohano) at the Department of Parks & Recreation, 700
Hali‘a Nakoa St., Unit 2, Wailuku, HI 96793; PHONE (808) 270-7472; FAX (808) 270-7942.

ORAL OR WRITTEN TESTIMONY on any agenda item will be accepted. Oral testimony will be limited to a maximum of three
minutes. If written testimony is submitted at the meeting, 15 copies are requested. If written testimony is sent via email or fax,
please submit at least 24 hours before the meeting so that copies can be provided to Committee members in a timely manner.
INDIVIDUALS REQUIRING SPECIAL ASSISTANCE OR ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITIES should call the
Committee staff at least three days in advance of the scheduled meeting.

DOCUMENTS ON FILE WITH THE COMMITTEE, which may include correspondence relating to the listed agenda items, may
be inspected prior to the meeting date. Photocopies may be ordered, subject to charges imposed by law (Maui County Code,
Section 2.64.010). Please contact Committee staff to make arrangements for inspection or photocopying of documents.






























Aquino and another resident, Loryn Guiffre, were so upset they said they would chain themselves to the

banyan to save it.

Guiffre, whose parents own the unit she’s been living in for the last 12 years, feared the removal of the

landmark tree would “jeopardize our property value and just the aesthetic of the neighborhood.”

A petition opposing the tree’s removal was quickly initiated by residents. Heinicke reported in an email

to Ross Sasamura, Honolulu Department of Facility Maintenance director and chief engineer, that

approximately 80 percent of 965 Prospect residents signed the petition.

Nonresidents also joined the effect, raising the signature total to more than 80, Aquino said.

Ikaika Hussey, a candidate for City Council District 6, was one of those nonresidents. He said he went

door to door in the neighborhood with volunteers from his campaign to talk to people about the tree.

“Holding on to things as simple as an old tree are actually very symbolic of our desire to keep a Hawaii

that is familiar to us and that is home,” Hussey said.

Heinicke sent the petition to Sasamura via email Monday, and asked if the association could still trim the

tree instead of removing it. Sasamura agreed as long as the work took place by July 23.

Aquino said she cried when she found out that the tree would be spared.

“What it showed me, as a person who has never done this, is that if you believe in something and you

want something bad enough, and if you pull together, things can get done,” Aquino said.

Efforts to save trees in Honolulu are not unusual.

During construction of the new International Marketplace in Waikiki that opened in 2016, the

developers insisted on keeping the large banyan tree that now serves as the focal point of the shopping

center. And just this year, Manoa community groups and the Outdoor Circle put together a petition to



preserve nine monkeypods in Manoa, which were to be cut down for improvements at Manoa

Marketplace.

The branches of the banyan arch over Magazine Street.

Buddha sat under a Banyan tree for seven days after he attained enlightenment to absorb his new-

found realization.

The banyan tree also has medicinal properties and is used extensively in Ayurveda. The bark of the tree
and its leaves can be used to stop excessive bleeding from wounds. The latex of the plant is used to cure

piles, rheumatism, pain, and lumbago.

lll.  Story of indigenous peoples regarding a Banyan being destroyed:

ST. PETERSBURG — When the crew showed up Wednesday to remove a Banyan tree on Granville Court
N, they weren't the only ones there.

More than a dozen neighbors and members of the Florida Indigenous Rights and Environmental Equality
group gathered to demonstrate against the removal of a Banyan tree between two homes near the
intersection of Ninth Avenue N. Protesters bore signs that said “Save the Trees” and “Protect the Earth”
as the tree removal company, El-Cheapo, began cutting off the branches of the estimated 57-foot tree.



The Banyan tree has a sacred meaning to the group, said Alyssa Gallegos, 29, who has a tattoo of a
Banyan on her back.

“They were here long before us,” she said. “These trees are no one’s property.”

The Indigenous rights group also burned sage and prayed after crew members left for the day. But the
crew was set to return. The job will take a couple more days.

“To us, this is like killing our grandfather,” said member Alicia Norris, 50.

Even if the tree can’t be saved, she said, Indigenous peoples should have been consulted to perform a
spiritual ceremony for it.

IV. Interesting facts about the Banyan tree

The banyan tree is a good source of oxygen.
There are more than 750 species of fig trees and Banyan tree is one of them.

it was adopted as the national tree of India in 1950
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More common species of Ficus microcarpa is found in China, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan,
Taiwan, the Malay Archipelago, New Guinea, Australia, Ryukyu Islands, and New Caledonia.

5. The banyan tree was called vat-vriksha ( Tree In Sanskrit), Later the British named it as banyan
tree.

6. Other species of fig tree like Ficus citrifolia, Ficus aurea, Ficus pertusa ( American banyan ) is
found in many parts of America.

7. The largest banyan tree in the world is found in Howrah, India. It is named as “The Great
Banyan”. It is over 250 years old. The area occupied by the tree is about 18,918 square meters.

8. The Banyan tree begins life as an epiphyte (a plant that grows on another plant), germinating in
the crevices (pores) of a host tree or other structure. As it grows, the banyan tree produces
aerial roots that hang down and take root wherever they touch the ground. These thick roots
actually make the tree appear to have several trunks.

9. The leaves of the Banyan tree are huge, rugged, shiny green and circular fit as a fiddle. Like the
greater part of the fig-trees, the leaf bud is secured by two huge scales. As the leaf builds up the
scales fall. Youthful leaves have an appealing rosy tinge.

10. More seasoned banyan trees have flying prop roots that develop into thick woody trunks with
which the age of the tree ends up as undefined from the primary trunk. Old trees spread out
horizontally utilizing these prop roots to cover a wide region.

11. The banyan tree of tropical Asia sends down incredible quantities of shoots from its branches,
which then flourish and turn out to be new trunks. A solitary tree along these lines may spread
over an extensive region. For example; The Banyan Tree of Indian Botanic Garden in Calcutta is
believed to be more than 200 years of age and has around 230 trunks as expansive as oak trees
and around 3,000 smaller ones.



T KCA

Kihei Community Association

"e malama pono"...dedicated to protecting,
sustaining and enhancing our 'aina, kai and 'ohana

TO: Karla Peters, County Director of Parks and Recreation: karla.peters@co.maui.hi.us
John Buck, County Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation:_john.buck@co.maui.hi.us

FROM: Kihei Community Association
DATE: September 17, 2020

RE: Support in favor of recognizing Banyan tree as an Exceptional Tree

The Kihei Community Association (KCA) is in general support of saving trees that are healthy and
enjoyed by our residents and visitors. KCA supports your effort to have the Banyan tree located on
state property located in the Waiohuli/Keokea beach dune near the beach access named Keolahou PI.
and the 1290 Uluniu St. address, on TMK #390080010000. This is the only Banyan tree on the
greenway reserve land.

The Banyan tree is exceptionally old, appears healthy and full of character. It is appreciated by young
and old, visitors and locals alike. The Uluniu Beach Front Reserve Association (UBRA) has stated that
they are committed to continuing to care for the tree.

Importantly, we have recently learned that it is also providing shade for two honu nests located nearby.
We respectfully ask that this tree be preserved and recognized as an Exception Tree by the county.
Respectfully.

Mike Moran, President
Kihei Community Association

cC: Hannah Bernard: wild@aloha.net
Cheryl King: hihawksbills@gmail.com

P.O. Box 662 - Kihei, Hawaii 96753 - Phone: 508.499.9996 - www.GoKihei.org - kca@GoKihei.org
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