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Counsel
John Buck, Deputy Director, Department of Parks and Recreation
Michael Miyamoto, Deputy Director, Department of Public Works and
Environmental Management (Item No. 18)
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CHAIR JOHNSON: The Parks and Economic Development Committee meeting of March 2,2006 will come to
order. We have in attendance today, the Vice-Chair Ms. Charmaine Tavares. We also have, who is not a
member of the committee, but we have Councilmember Michael Molina. We have Committee Member
Danny Mateo and also Mr. Robert Carroll, who is also a member. Ms. Anderson will be joining us
shortly. We have with Administration, from Public Works, Mr. Mike Miyamoto. We also have John
Buck, Deputy Director of Parks; J.D. Kim from Corporation Counsel; Ms. Pauline Martins, from Staff,
and also Shelly Espeleta. Members, on our agenda today, we have three items. The first item is Parks
and Economic Development No. 18, which is renaming Field 1C in Makawao to the Justin Costa Field.
So at this point, Pauline, we have no members ... or no members of the public signed up to testify?
MS. MARTINS: No.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. I'll keep testimony open for a little while ifthere are no objections.
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.
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PED-IS

RENAMING FIELD l-C IN MAKAWAO TO THE JUSTIN COSTA FIELD

(C.c. No. 05-326)

CHAIR JOHNSON: Mr. Buck, do you want to explain the first item, which is the renaming of Field IC in
Makawao to the Justin Costa Field? Or would you rather have one of the individuals, who has actually
asked to have this brought forward? It was actually in a County Communication No. 05-326 from the
Director of Public Works and Environmental Management, who brought forward the bill. So
Mr. Miyamoto or Mr. Buck, either one of you.
MR. BUCK: From the ... uh ... thank you, Madam Chair. From the aspects of the Department, the Director
of the Department Parks and Recreation supports these renaming of the field. The details all that
... uh ... Public Works can go through the details.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you.
MR. MIYAMOTO: Madam Chair. As the Commission on Naming Streets, Parks, and Facilities is in the
responsibility of the Department of Public Works, the petition was provided ... uh ... requesting the
renaming of the facility and along with that petition carne sketches of the proposal. That petition was
forwarded to Parks for review and acceptance. With their recommendation, the Commission accepted
their recommendation and set forth the proposed action.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. Members, do you have any questions? Although not a member, I'll recognize
you, Councilmember Molina.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. In deference to your committee members, I'll
yield the floor to any committee members who have questions for the Administration at this time on the
matter.
CHAIR JOHNSON: You're it.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Oh, okay.... (chuckled) ... All right. Thank you. Thank you, Madam
Chair. I appreciate being here. I just wanted to lend my thoughts and comments on the matter to
support the renaming of the field for Mr. Costa. Our office is ... uh ... like some of the other members,
did receive calls from Mr. Costa's daughter to consider the renaming of this field. Having been born and
raised in the Up country area, like Mr. Mateo and Ms. Tavares, we all know about Mr. Costa's very active
role in the community as it relates to youth sports and other sports-related activities. My question for
the Administration is ... urn ... I guess we'll start with Parks. In terms of signage, do you have a
timetable assuming this matter passes out of committee and Council? What kind of costs will be
incurred by the Department? Is there sufficient funding for this at this time? And ... urn ... I guess
where near the field will the signage be located, if you have that information available?
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MR. BUCK: Yes, Councilmember Molina. I don't, the cost of the signage on, I think that was, I had a
discussion prior to the start of this meeting with the Committee Chair in regards to signage and this
issue; but the signage wouldn't be more than maybe $500. We put up signs a lot and when they're
damaged, so we should be able to do it without enduring any additional costs to the district. It will
probably be the district responsibilities. It will take some ... uh ... once the, it's approved, it will take
some time because everybody is busy right now to get a sign company to do the sign. We want to do it
right. So you know, it's not just we're gonna have somebody just glue on some letters but actually have
some time to put it up. So I would say by--if everything goes well--by you know, the start of summer. It
should be up by then. It doesn't really take that long. Once we get the sign made, it's not that big of an
issue to put the sign up.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: So this proposal is just strictly for a sign, or a sign and plaque, or just
basically only a sign at this time?
MR. BUCK: I think that's where we're gonna have the discussion a little bit later.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay.
MR. BUCK: Because I understand there's a new policy in regards to plaques (signage versus plaques) and I
think there will be some discussions on that later. But in the past, there would be a sign. It's usually put
up on the backstop of the area of the field that's being recognized and it doesn't really, it doesn't take
much to install it.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Probably similar to what we see over at the War Memorial complex.
MR. BUCK: Yeah, correct. Like the Dorvin Leis field down in Kihei.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Kihei.
MR. BUCK: Things like that.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. And ... urn ... the Field 1C, has it been ever designated by another
name? Or was it always known as 1C at the Eddie Tam complex?
MR. BUCK: From my understanding, you know, when this ... it's been a while since it came in front of us to
make some comments. From my understanding, it was never designated as another name. I may be
mistaken but from the best of my knowledge, right now, no it hasn't. And there was a little bit of
discussion, which was Field 1C. So after we got that clarified, then that ... uh ... that, yeah, that--as
far as we know, there has never been another name for that field.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay, thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.
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CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. Members, any questions at this point? The Chair did send (on
December 28, 2005) a letter to Ms. Annette Matsuda, who is with the Commission on Naming Streets,
Parks, and Facilities. If you'll note, members, in that correspondence--I'll just read the first section so
you'll see why I wrote the letter. Pursuant to Section 2.38.075 of the Maui County Code, the
Commission on Naming Streets, Parks, and Facilities may recommend to the Council "that a person or
organization's name be inscribed on such commemorative plaques in lieu of or in addition to the naming
or renaming of such parks or facilities for the person or organization"; and it follows that "provided
there are sufficient funds to establish, erect, and maintain such commemorative plaques". I know that
not all of you were members before when this was adopted. But in the past, just to refresh your
memories, what had ended up happening was we were running out of ball fields and over time, what was
happening was that there are many people that had made contributions to various sports. So as a result
of their activities and over time, different people were really wanting to be recognized, we thought it
would be very disingenuous to have to, "oh well, we're gonna take back Justin Costa field and then
name it somebody else's name in the future". So this policy had arisen out of a shortage, if you will, of
facilities and so this was another way that we could actually recognize over time the contributions of
those individuals or organizations to, whether it's a sport or whether it's an activity. But anyway, that
was why this carne about and in correspondence back, from Ms. Matsuda, basically, she responded
because I had inquired had they as a committee been given the option of either renaming or just simply
putting in one of these plaques and she said that they were unaware that they could actually implement
with a plaque or other type of consideration. Because she stated that she was responding only to the
request that had been made of them, they did not consider that option. At this point, members, I have no
problem at all with renaming this particular field; but I did--and perhaps, we can discuss in another
forum, or even ask Mr. Buck for his comments now, about the particular direction that the Department
wishes us or the community wishes us really to go. So I don't know, Mr. Buck, if you want to comment
or if you would prefer to take this back to your Department and see ... uh ... in the future when these
issues corne up, what approach you would like to utilize, or what you intend to utilize, since this is
currently the policy in the County.
MR. BUCK: Yes, Madam Chair. I'll make a brief comment and then if ... I'll request if a transmittal couldn't
go down to our Department in regards to this. That way we can work on it and work with you. I think
the subject's corne up once before and I think that's why there was, as you mentioned, a policy
established because there was a need where a lot of facilities were being named and you know, at some
point in time, that we were gonna run out of facilities; and how do we, you know, recognize those who
either contribute a lot of their time and energies and efforts to the community? Or in certain cases,
where they've done a lot of monetary contributions, be it monies or any kind of services to help these
various organizations to fix up fields or whatever they do. So this discussion has corne up once before
as the possibility of going with a plaque on that facility. So if, you know, because I think there were
some concerns as stated before that if you got somebody's name that's been up there for a few years and
then you're gonna corne by and it's now time to recognize somebody else, who has basically taken over
those duties of that original person over there. You know, some people feel like it might be a little bit
disrespectful to take down the other person's name and put a new one up. So we really don't, probably,
as a Department, really don't have a real problem from ... after this time, to look into and maybe corne
on up, how to do this plaque. But if we can, to help my memory, better if we can get a transmittal from
the committee. We can start working with the staff and maybe we can corne up with some ideas on how
we would do this and what it would look like. We may want to say "in memorial" or "in appreciation
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of' and then, you know, and then in big letters and then have the names. However to do it. One of the
things we want to do is be sure it's done right so it does not get vandalized. So we would have to have
some time to come up with a design but that's my comments for right now.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. Councilmember Anderson?
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thanks, Madam Chair. You know, I recall when this came through too
(this provision) and I think it more has to do with the overall park or community center facility. In this
case, I don't see how that applies because this is to name a ball field after him within the Eddie Tam
facility and "shoots" there is at least three more ball fields we could name after somebody, rather than
calling it Field IA and IB. I think Mr. Costa's getting the best field here, so first come first serve .
. . . (chuckled) . .. So I have no problem with it. In fact, I support it.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you, Councilmember Anderson. The intent is not even to question because we will,
more than likely, if the members approve this passage, we will be moving this forward. But more from a
perspective of what is the intent of the Department in terms of applicability of the policy that we already
have on the books because when the street naming commission gets the information, we wanted to make
certain that all of the options were considered because sometimes what happens is they don't know.
They were completely unaware that even such a policy existed and it was their understanding that,
basically, they were only acting upon what they had actually received. So I just wanted to make certain
from the Department because the Department was actually unaware of the policy because it had been
enacted a while ago and so I think it was done under Mr. Floyd Miyazono. It was largely, as you had
mentioned, for larger facilities but also, I think, because it came up during the renaming of the Vernon
Correa ball field.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah. I think it's applicable if we want to rename something, something
that's already been named, rather than taking away the honor that's already been bestowed on somebody
and giving it to somebody else, it would be appropriate, I guess, to just add their name on some kind of
commemorative plaque. But the way the policy reads, it says that "a person's name be inscribed on such
commemorative plaques in lieu of or in addition to", so I think we're following the policy.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Any other comments, members? Councilmember Tavares.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. I don't want to belabor this whole topic but when it was brought up before
and Mr. Miyazono was before us, that they were gonna go back and work on some sort of guidelines and
policies and things. I think things have changed, so that might have been put on a backburner
somewhere. So we should have something more, a clearly defined outline. I'm, myself, as much as I
think the sign, for example, at the Velma Santos Community Center is a nice sign. I don't think it's
appropriate enough. You know, I would rather see that sign on the building, itself, just as we have the
Sakamoto Pool and the Maehara Stadium. Those signs are all in a very prominent, easily identified
place. And I still see people referring to the Velma Santos Center as Wailuku Community Center also
known as, you know, the Velma Santos Center. So I think we need to look at, at what point, do we
actually put signs on the building and not just have signs planted somewhere near the entrance or near
the front of the building or something like that. So all of that has to, I think, also be discussed. Thank
you.
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CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank: you very much. And because this is not necessarily the forum in which to do that,
we can (following Budget) if that is important to us, we can send a communication to Mr. Buck on the
bigger issue. In fact, if staff would work with me (if there is no objection), I will send a letter just
perhaps asking if there is any framework in which we would want to see those kinds of plaques or if the
Department has any suggestions as to what the applicability might be, I think: that's fine. So if there is
no objections, I will do that on your behalf. Okay. Seeing no objections, that will be sent out.
Members, we have actually two drafts before us but I believe attached to County Communication
No. 05-326, we have our bill for an ordinance amending Chapter 12.40, Maui County Code, to name the
Justin Costa Field. That states "BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl:
SECTION 1. Chapter 12.40, Maui County Code, is amended by adding a new section to be designated
and to read as follows: "12.40.220 Justin Costa Field. The field located at 931 Makawao Avenue,
Makawao, and identified as 1C on the Mayor Eddie Tam Memorial Park Expansion, Makawao, Maui,
Hawaii, Conceptual Phasing Master Plan, shall be referred to as the Justin Costa Field." SECTION 2.
In printing this bill, the County Clerk need not include the underscoring. SECTION 3. This ordinance
shall take effect upon its approval." That was submitted under signature of Mr. Ed Kushi. So do you
have any comments, Mr. Kim, on this? It's approved, I'm assuming, to form and legality since
Mr. Kushi signed off on this.
MR. KIM: I have no comments.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay, thank: you. Members, then, the motion would be to rename--in accordance with
what was just read and sent forward--a bill for an ordinance amending Chapter 12.40, Maui County
Code, to name the Justin Costa Field, and it would include the filing of all the other communications.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So moved, Madam Chair.
COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second.
CHAIR JOHNSON: So it's been moved by Councilmember Tavares, seconded by Councilmember Mateo.
you would please allow staff then to make any style or nonsubstantive changes so that when this does
move forward, that that would be in the proper format when it comes to Council. Any further
discussion? Seeing none. All those in favor, please signify by saying "aye".
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.
CHAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair votes "aye". There are no "nays"?
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AYES:

Councilmembers Mateo, Anderson, and Carroll, Vice-Chair
Tavares, and Chair Johnson.

NOES:

None.

ABSTAIN:

None.

ABSENT:

None.

EXC.:

None.

VOTE:

MOTION CARRIED.
ACTION:

FIRST READING OF REVISED BILL AMENDING CHAPTER 12.40 OF
THE MAUl COUNTY CODE.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, members. Moving on to the next item. We still have no
individuals who are signed up to testify. Oh! Excuse me--just brief recess.

RECESS:

1 :52 p.m.

RECONVENE:

1:54 p.m.

CHAIR JOHNSON: The Parks and Economic Development Committee meeting shall reconvene. The Chair
apologizes because attached--I should have moved both bills forward at the same time--and this is by
correspondence dated November 2,2005, from the Department of Corporation Counsel. They have
transmitted a proposed bill, entitled "A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION
2.38.040, MAUl COUNTY CODE, PERTAINING TO THE DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION ON
NAMING STREETS, PARKS, AND FACILITIES", and that was the more appropriate discussion that
we were having with the second subject matter. So the Chair would move, at this point, to adopt a bill
for an ordinance amending Section 2.38.040, Maui County Code, pertaining to the duties ofthe
Commission on Naming Streets, Parks, and Facilities.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So moved.
COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second.
CHAIR JOHNSON: So it's been moved by Councilmember Tavares, seconded by Councilmember Mateo.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Ms. Johnson?
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Where are you referring? Where is that that you're referring?
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CHAIR JOHNSON: This is on a communication from Brian Moto dated November 1, 2005.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Is it in that Item 18?
COUNCILMEMBERANDERSON: Yeah.
CHAIR JOHNSON: It is, yes. It's PED-18.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: November 2, 2005?
CHAIR JOHNSON: November 1,2005. (NOTE: A pause while Councilmember Tavares searches for the
correspondence.) And the bill is actually right on the back of ...
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: But what's ...
CHAIR JOHNSON: The purpose, members, of this particular bill is to advise the Commission and to
incorporate--it's a housekeeping measure--but to actually incorporate what they can do because when
you looked at the ordinance, there was no consistency with what we had actually passed. So it was a
housekeeping measure that was recommended by Corporation Counsel so that we were consistent.
COUNCILMEMBERANDERSON: And do we have a reference anywhere here, Chair, of what we're adding
in (2.38.075)?
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, we do. It's on the backside of the November 1, 2005; and the only thing it's "Duties
of the Commission". The commission shall recommend names to the Council in accordance with the
criteria set forth in Sections ... and then there was the 2.38.060, 2.38.070, and the new addition--which
I read in the context of the other item--which was 2.38.075 was the one that was added in. And that was
what I read initially and you also just read that into the record, Ms. Anderson, which was ... it's simply
a housekeeping matter. Now is that clear?
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yes.
CHAIR JOHNSON: As mud .... (chuckled) ... All right, members. Yes, Councilmember Molina?
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. It's a question for Corporation Counsel.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Just to ... uh ... I know this has just increased my curiosity. I must be bored
or something. The insertion of Section 2.38.075 into the amendment now ... urn ... it already states
that, you know, it allows the Commission to recommend plaques for names to the Council. You know, it
might seem redundant to some but can I get rationale for it. Was it just to make this more specific?
MR. KIM: You're correct. It's to make it more specific.
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COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay.
MR. KIM: Excuse me, Madam Chair?
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes.
MR. KIM: If you read Section 2.38.040 Subsection B, the last portion says "the Commission may also
recommend more than one name as alternate choices for each street, park, or facility, it has considered".
However, to be more specific, Section 2.38.075 not only recommends names, or additional names, or
more than one name, but also the placement of a plaque.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay.
MR. KIM: So therefore, to make it abundantly clear-COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay.
MR. KIM: --that the Commission should consider. This is the Commission on Naming Streets, Parks, and
Facilities. It makes it abundantly clear to them that once they get a recommendation, they should also
try to consider this other alternative, which is Section 2.38.075. Because it could be that the Director or
the department head in charge of the facility is completely unaware of this section and so that person
would go forward and say "look, I want this facility to be named this" and the Commission then can do
its duties and say "you know what, besides just naming it, maybe we should consider just placing a
plaque".
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. That adds more specificity to it, much more clear to me. Thank you.
That answers my other questions on it. Thank you.
CHAIR JOHNSON: And members, just one final thing and that is that because we had already adopted this
ordinance, it was just ... there was a failure to describe within the duties and the scope of what could be
considered by that Commission. It was inadvertently not incorporated in that when we passed the
original ordinance. So they had no idea that they had this additional area that they could consider and
that's how it came about. So while it may be kind of nitpicking, it was something that we just need to
have that consistency. Any further discussion? And this also includes the filing of the communication
as well. Any further discussion? Seeing none. All those in favor, please signify by saying "aye".
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Are there any "nays"?
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VOTE:

AYES:

Councilmembers Mateo, Anderson, and Carroll, Vice-Chair
Tavares, and Chair Johnson.

NOES:

None.

ABSTAIN:

None.

ABSENT:

None.

EXC.:

None.

MOTION CARRIED.
ACTION:

FIRST READING OF REVISED BILL AMENDING SECTION 2.38.040 OF
THE MAUl COUNTY CODE AND FILING OF COMMUNICATION.

CHAIR JOHNSON: No "nays". The measure passes unanimously. Thank you. Councilmember Tavares (just
for the record) made the motion and it was seconded by Councilmember Mateo. It was just a question
asked by Corporation Counsel. Thank you. At this point, public testimony will be closed since we have
no one in our audience to come forward and testify on any matters before the Committee.
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you.

PED-24

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PARTICIPANTS WITH DISABILITIES IN
COUNTY PARKS (C.c. No. 05-381)

CHAIR JOHNSON: Our next item, members, is PED-24, which is reasonable accommodations for participants
with disabilities in County parks. This was a result of County Communication No.05-381 from
Councilmember Dain Kane, transmitting correspondence relating to the matter of establishing a policy
requiring sports leagues and organizations utilizing County parks to ensure reasonable accommodations
for disabled participants. If you will recall, members, we had actually adopted a resolution on the floor
of the Council. This was sent forward because all of the other counties were rising in support of one of
the young people who was related, I believe, to one of the other Council members. So the subject matter
was sent to committee because we wanted to make certain that every person with a disability is offered a
reasonable accommodation; and because we were a little bit unclear about what policies existed with
regard to MIL or any other organizations utilizing our public facilities for sports, we wanted to make
certain that Parks did have a policy in place to address this; and if not, that it would at least be
considered. We do have a handout, which staff handed out. I believe, staff, this is a policy relating to
accommodations for disabled participants in sports leagues and organizations at County parks. This was
currently being considered in the County of Kauai. So staff, could you offer anything additional?
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MS. ESPELETA: Madam Chair. What you have before you, like you mentioned, is what Kauai County is
considering. It has not been implemented as of yet. It is still under review by their Department of
Corporation Counsel.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. Mr. Buck, did you have any comments?
MR. BUCK: Yes, Madam Chair. I would ... uh ... I should say that in response to the Wilson-Okamoto Study
(with our transition plan) we have been making it a policy in some of our programs that we don't
discriminate. And I have a couple ... uh ... when they sign up for some of our programs, that we make
an effort to let the people know that we do not discriminate. I think the issue that we have and that's
why the resolution was passed. It was a result of what happened on the Big Island, where--and we, as a
Department, have some concerns because we've run into some of those concerns with MIL and some
others. I will give you an example. We had somebody rent one of our community centers and after the
community center, after the baby--I think it was a baby party--they called us up and they were
complaining about no accommodations for the pregnant ladies at the tables. Come to find out--well this
is kind of one of the problems that we're having. What happened on that is we do have tables without
chairs and tables with benches. Well the people renting our facilities took it upon themselves just to put
only the tables with the benches, so the older senior citizens. So that was kind of what the complaint
was. Some of the issues that we're addressing, I received from your staff a few days ago ... uh ...
anyway, we do have a policy as far as we don't discriminate based on disabilities as a claimer. Our next
step in what we're trying to do is--and I'm glad I've got this one from Kauai in front ofme--is that we're
gonna either put it on ... when somebody gets a permit, they sign basically an agreement that they're
gonna follow. They understand certain things in regards to the use of the facility and that and one of' em
is indemnification of the County. But also, but they understand what happens with the custodial deposit
if they don't clean. So what we're looking at is some type of wording to put on that permit that will
state--and I kind oflike the wording that Kauai County came up with and I liked the wording ... (end of
tape, start IB @ 2:05 p.rn.). .. what we incorporate because I like the wording because it was something
I was looking for ... um ... to put it in our permit system, so when they sign the permit. I think what
we need to do is to just educate the people who pick up the permits when they sign the permit that they
understand that they will be responsible when they use our facility, that they do follow the County of
Maui's policy of not discriminating against people with disabilities. Because we've had some phone
calls in regards to people using the football stadium for MIL games. We had to go back to the MIL and
we told them that they're using our facility, which we're spending big bucks to accommodate people
with disabilities to meet the ADA requirements but we also expect those who use our facilities to try to
make ... because the accommodations are there it's just be sure that those accommodations are being
followed and make reasonable accommodations. So we are working on it; it's just that I haven't
completed it yet.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Councilmember Carroll?
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COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Thank you, Chair. I am glad that we're working on this now. I've received
complaints for years from people that had difficulties of different types using our County facilities. I
would remind my Council members that even this building, until very recently, we had people come that
had to leave our meetings because there was no place that they could actually use a restroom until a very
short time ago. Although the intent of this communication was not really to talk about restrooms it
seems, the agenda item leaves that open (as I read it) and so can I proceed on that, Chair?
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, absolutely.
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Thank you. One of the biggest complaints that I receive on a regular basis
from sports leagues, from charities, from other people using our facilities ... uh ... fundraisers of all
types is that almost all of our facilities converted the restrooms to have handicapped restrooms, and I'll
use an example--Lahaina Community Center [sic}. However, almost all of them are not restrooms that
are ADA compliant. They simply extended the stall for a short ways and put bars inside. A person that
has a wheelchair, where you have your feet up, it's almost impossible to use that restroom. As a matter
of fact, it is. It can't be used. Now I realize the intention was good. Whoever initiated this, you know,
making the stalls longer like they have in some of our bathrooms over here and trying to accommodate
our handicapped people in Maui County; but it's not good enough. It's not working. It looks nice and
we can say we did something but it's not doing the job. We really need to have Parks Department go
down and make a list of all the facilities, where the restrooms are not ADA compliant and to
where--mostly the rooms, I haven't had much complaint. I think there was only one, one time about a
step and there was still another way they could go inside. So most of the access to our Parks, that I
know of and Mr. Buck might know of some that need to be addressed ... uh ... to access the park areas.
I believe the Eddie Tam Memorial, that one field going up, there was loose gravel. I don't know if
there's a sidewalk going up to that field now. But there's a few places like that that need to be addressed
and I'm not sure if that was taken care of or not. I haven't been there lately. But aside from that, the
biggest thing is the restrooms. Can you really expect someone that cannot use the restroom facilities
they have to participate on an equal footing with anyone else? A lot of people are excluded. A lot of
people don't go to different functions because they know they can't if it's for any amount of time. Or
they can only go for a short amount of time and somebody has to take them home. It's something
that--we're not talking about a million dollars over here one time. We're talking about, hopefully, the
Department going over there and identifying the areas needed and on a timely basis, doing any
improvements necessary. And again, I'll just use Lahaina for an example because it's easy. That one,
they extended it afterwards, I believe. That one is wider now; isn't it? The Lahaina ... uh ... the
restrooms, where it wasn't before, and several other ones, I believe, that they have worked on. But we
have a lot of them that they just need to be brought up to standards. I think it's 60 inches on each side
that you need to be able to bring a wheelchair around to where somebody that has difficulty to get
inside. I'm not even sure which ones now. I do have notes up in my office that identifies some of them
that I can share with Mr. Buck later; but I have a feeling that he's probably aware of the different ones
and what needs to be done. The only reason I'm talking about this at this meeting is that I am hopeful
that we can start a program of looking at the ones that need to be repaired or modified (in most cases) so
that we can fulfill the mandate that we have. Thank you.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Mr. Buck?
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MR. BUCK:
Yes, Madam Chair.
I'll answer Councilman Carroll's concerns.
We did have the
Wilson-Okamoto Study that was done in regards to accessibility to all of our park facilities and we are in
the process of doing those. I guess what I could do ... maybe you can help us out. I don't know if you
ever got a copy of that study. Maybe, you may want to take a look at the recommendations and give us
some ideas because we are in the process of doing a lot of ADA improvements based on that study. So
maybe what I could do is let you get a copy, I think I have a copy of that. Let you take a look at the
copy and see what the recommendations are because in some of the areas, they say "well, you know, for
right now but if we ever do major renovations, we'll have to change it". I can do that for you and then
maybe you can ... urn . . . you know, you can comment back on it. But we are doing what was
recommended in that study over a four or five year period based on funding.
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: I would be happy to do that.
MR. BUCK: Okay, thank you.
CHAIR JOHNSON: And I believe, members, that study (in the context of the ADA accessibility) was
transmitted to each one of the members of this committee. If you do not have it, perhaps, we can work
with Shelly to get you a copy. Is that correct, Shelly? We should have all received a copy.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yes, we did.
CHAIR JOHNSON: I believe so. Anyway, Mr. Carroll, we will see that you are provided with a copy even if,
you know, because I know I have one. I think it was at least two years ago.
MR. BUCK: Yes. It's approximately three years ago. It's in three parts. There's Part 1 and 2, which is the
facility recommendations, you know. Well anyway, there's like three-CHAIR JOHNSON: Components.
MR. BUCK: --components of it. It identifies each facility. They went facility by facility in the County.
COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: I think it might be in one of the binders and I missed it but I have not seen
it.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. I know that, at one point, we did have a presentation on this but you may not have
been on-island at that point. I'm not sure. But anyway, we'll see that you are provided with a copy, too.
It's very important. Members, because we do not have any ordinance or this has not been put in any
kind of format, I wanted to get it out there to see if you wanted to move in the direction of, I guess, the
way that Kauai County is moving. Councilmember Anderson?
COUNCILMEMBERANDERSON: Yeah. I would like a copy of Kauai's policy.
CHAIR JOHNSON: There is a little handout that we had. I don't know where yours is but anyway, it's just a
small handout and it was "Policy Relating to Accommodations for disabled participants in sports
leagues".
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COUNCILMEMBERANDERSON: This is Kauai's policy?
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, but it has not been fonnally adopted yet. I wanted to get feedback from you because
it would be ... it needs to be put in the proper fonn for consideration. But if there's anything additional
that you would want to see incorporated in it, then at some point in time, we would work with Parks.
Yes, Councilmember Tavares?
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. Thank you, Madam Chair. I guess overkill in this case would not be
unreasonable because the Americans with Disabilities Act is, I think, is the correct reference there. In
35.130, it already states what all the things are that need to be done and are provided for all these public
facilities. But if it ... urn ... you know, having a distinct policy regarding the County of Maui and
these accommodations just helps to reiterate our commitment to making them accessible and getting
more infonnation out, then I see no problem with us trying to get a policy like this (even if it is just a
short paragraph) because all the details are in like four volumes of requirements at least. Because I
know they worked ... urn ... you know, this was way back in the early nineties. The ADA stuff came
to us in pieces because they were still working on certain aspects of it, so they tried to get more, you
know, the most important things done first. They had a priority and programs, I think, was one of the
last sections that was completed. I wasn't at Parks at the time when they completed the last section but I
think, you know, having this policy or a policy like it would certainly not hurt and would help us get the
word out. Thank you.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. And one of the things that ... this is basically our policy already
in tenns of us operating as a County with our facilities, so we're not the problem. But what was
happening and how this whole case came about was that when you have organizations that are not
County organizations, that's where the difficulty arose. So if we adopt it or if Parks, as Mr. Buck stated,
has this as part of their agreement for ... whether it's MIL, whether it's the boys and girl's clubs,
whether it's the Soroptimist, whoever it is that's renting our County facilities, they're going to basically
have to abide by the same rules that we would. I think so that the public knows, there was a young
gentleman, who was not afforded a translator and somehow ... this was really an unfortunate situation.
It was in the context of a ballgame and so this young fellow was not able to have somebody do, I
believe, it was sign language or interpretation as a part of the game. It was really an unfortunate
situation but I think it's also sending a clear message that if we're to abide by the purpose and intent of
ADA and the requirements to accommodate people, then we should also be requiring that of the people,
who we are renting and who we are allowing to utilize our facilities because if we don't do that, then
we're condoning behavior that is really unacceptable. That's why this came forward but if you have
anything, Councilmember Anderson?
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah. I agree with this policy statement but I would like to see us maybe
extenuate what the actual policy is. I mean it's basically saying that anybody that uses our facilities
must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The problem is most people don't know what
that is, you know, what that entails and I certainly wouldn't think that we would attach four volumes of
requirements but at least some kind of summary of the general requirements so that people get an idea of
what it is they need to comply with because they're not gonna read the four volumes either.
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CHAIR JOHNSON: I know. And perhaps what staff can do is take another look at basically the areas that are
covered underneath ADA and maybe add additional language in that and then have it signed off as far as
form and legality.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Yeah. Common sense would kind of tell you what policies you need to
include. I mean in the case with this young man, he wasn't allowed to have his interpreter in the dugout
because it was one too many people or something. Well that, you know, that defies common sense. So
you know, maybe a statement like, you know, any disabled person who needs assistance from a dog or
an interpreter or whatever should be accommodated. Something like that.
CHAIR JOHNSON: And that is part of the tenant of the ADA Act. It's reasonable accommodations. And as
long as something is a reasonable accommodation, that is very important. So perhaps we can
incorporate that language. Having said that, if there's no further discussion on this particular item, I
would just move to defer that at this time ifthere's no objection.
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you very much.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT:
JOHNSON, MATEO, AND TAVARES)
ACTION:

PED-17

ANDERSON, CARROLL,

DEFER.

COUNTY OF MAUl'S POOL HEATERS

(C.c. No. 05-316)

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the final item on our agenda, today, is PED-17, which is the County of Maui's pool
heaters. And this, we have recently had a Budget item come up. I neglected last time, unfortunately, or
maybe fortunately, whichever the case may be ... (chuckled) . .. because if you any questions,
Mr. Buck is here today to answer them, if they've come up since the last time when we did make our
Budget consideration the other day. Do you have anything to add, Mr. Buck, other than my motion to
file this item?
MR. BUCK: Madam Chair, I don't really have too much. As of today, you know, it was scheduled from last
week. We do have ... uh ... we've basically kind of narrowed down basically the direction that we're
gonna go. We're still a little bit in limbo with Up country either going with heat pumps or with gas. I
think we're leaning towards heat pumps. We'll probably make a decision on Monday and go out to the
consultant with that. The other pools will probably replace the gas heaters and we do have one
manufacturer in right now, today. We've dealt with a couple of our pool heaters. They're supposed to
be taking a look at the systems and provide us with some cost estimates and a bid on their heaters.
We're working with a ... uh ... kind of narrowed it down to two types of heaters. Both of 'em are
pretty well the same just different manufacturers. They work both about the same and they're pretty
easy to work at. So it doesn't matter if we have one versus the other. They're both basically the same.
We're also working right now, trying to identify the heater for another type of manufacturer. So we
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should have some cost estimates and I'm hoping in the immediate future to start the process of getting
contracts awarded to have those purchased and installed. The Up country one, I think, by Monday, we
will probably make the final decision sometime next week. I don't want to say Monday. Ifwe're either
gonna go with heat pumps or with gas fire and I think we're leaning towards the heat pumps. I think
what we're gonna do is take the other ones out because the technologies has changed. I think we want
to, because everything is wired for heat pumps, we want to stay with 'em. With the windmill ... uh ...
the wind-farm going in to produce electricity, I think the electrical prices, I'm hoping, with that more
alternate energy productions coming in on the island that the electrical prices will stable versus what gas
would be going. Also with the Up country Pool, I'm getting a recommendation as far as some type of a
solar panel maybe in the future. It may be something we can look at down the road. But I need to get
some ... uh ... finalize the cost on it but that will probably be a little bit more expensive but in the long
run, it will probably pay for itself. But at this time, we're moving forward. I thank you, everybody, for
their support. I will let everybody know (on record) that the temperature for the last two weeks at the
Up country main pool has been around 80 degrees and I have to thank the users a lot for that because
they're the ones who've been covering the pool a lot after they get out (after hours) and I thank them for
that. The other two pools Upcountry, the keiki pool was 80 today and the training pool was 74 but we
know that heater is broken. We're kinda looking, when we're trying to look into it, but we're starting to
think that it may have been damaged and nobody told us, when it was originally installed. From what
somebody told me, it may have gotten saltwater damage when it was transported over here on the barge
but we don't know that for sure. But we are working on it and, hopefully, we can resolve the issue
within the next few months.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. Member Tavares?
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Buck, for that update. One of the times that you were
here--either here or in the Budget Committee--you had indicated that you were going to hire an engineer
to help with assessing the situation and the possible alternatives. Has that been done?
MR. BUCK: Councilmember Tavares. I do have a P.E. right now that is kind of doing it, assisting us in it.
He's not official but he is a licensed P.E. He's built many swimming pools in the mainland. He's over
here on vacation; and we got into a discussion about pool heaters the other day, so he kind of took it
upon himself as ... just to give him something to do while he's over here for ten weeks, to take a look at
it. We are in the process of looking at it and he is recommending that we look at the ... um ... he can't
figure out why the heat pumps weren't doing the job but he's also looking at some possible alternatives.
He is recommending that we should stay with heat pumps because of the electricity as he had said that
because of the wind-farm coming up, the electrical prices will probably be more stable, not relying on
oil to bum, to produce electricity. He's also gonna come up with a recommendation in the future of a
particular solar panel. It's not solar ... uh ... you're not gonna heat water but you're gonna heat
something (a R141 refrigerant) that it would go through a heat exchanger that really has no compressors
and you're not dealing with a lot of moving parts. So he's kind of working on it and kind of as a favor
for us. But we also are ready to go on notice to proceed to have somebody else also look at it. We're
like ... by Tuesday or Wednesday, we should be sending that letter out.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So you said that you have a notice to proceed. You've selected someone?
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MR. BUCK: It would be a continuation of a study that was done in regards to the ... uh ... the study that was
done a year or so ago on what should be done and how to address the problem. It would be a
continuation of that study and to bring it out would be the actual cost estimate of replacing those heaters.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So what company had this contract?
MR. BUCK: It would be ... urn ... I think it's the engineer, so it would be Doug Gomes.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Oh, okay.
MR. BUCK: Yeah.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So do you have a date of when those heaters would be replaced?
MR. BUCK: Are we talking about the Upcountry ones?
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Upcountry, yeah. Uh-huh.
MR. BUCK: We ...
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Or are you saying they don't need to be replaced now?
MR. BUCK: No, they do need to be replaced. I'm just saying that the ... uh ... they're half-working so the
water has been kind of nice; but that's because of the hard work of these users and I don't think it's fair
to them. I appreciate the fact that they're trying to help us make it work. We're shooting to execute the
contract and have everything done by the end of this fiscal year (by June). So we're, hopefully, in the
next couple weeks, already started what direction we're gonna go.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So that's the contract to purchase the equipment.
MR. BUCK: That's correct.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Okay, thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. Are there any other questions? Councilmember Anderson.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you. Mr. Buck, you mentioned that the folks Upcountry are
helping out by covering the pool. Is that just a loose cover that they put on it?
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Uh-huh.
MR. BUCK: Yeah. It's a pool cover. It's pretty loose. One of the problems we've had with the covers, in the
past, is that when the wind starts blowing at 30-40 miles an hour, it flies over the fence. But the times
that they've been covering it, the wind hasn't been quite as bad, so they've been able to do it.
Unfortunately, we have people who use the pool before our staff comes in and who use the pool after our
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staff goes home. So they've been real cooperative (after our staff goes home) because we issue permits
to some of the swim teams and other groups that use the facility. So they've been real cooperative as far
as covering that pool and I have to again go on the record to thank them. I appreciate the hard work
they've been doing to keep that pool covered.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: So my question is have you looked at the cost of getting permanent pool
covers? The kind that retract into a roll and then they roll out and snap at the other end, so that they're,
you know, they're not subject to being blown away by the wind.
MR. BUCK: We have looked at those items but nothing as large commercial ... uh ... the pools the size of our
pools, like Upcountry and especially at Kihei, Sakamoto, and Lahaina. What we're using is kind of the
standard throughout, you know, throughout most of the pool users. The problem we've been
experiencing with, especially Upcountry Pool, is they do attach. They do hook to the side but what's
happening is that when the wind really comes up, it picks it up like a sail and it breaks the hooks. You
gotta be pretty strong to break those hooks, or bend the hooks, or rip the covers. To be honest with you,
I really haven't seen something like that. I've seen 'em on the smaller hotel pools and the backyard
pools; but something as large as some of the pools that we have, to be honest with you, I really haven't
seen something like that. If they do have it, it might be really costly because of the mechanics and the
engineering that might be involved.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: But you haven't looked into it?
MR. BUCK: We ... no, not that type. But we have looked at pool covers and we do have pool covers, but
we're looking at different types. It's something like what you find in a backyard pool, because of the
stretch, you don't have to go into a lot of engineering to support the rolls ... because you're talking
about 75 feet across a pool. Whereas, it's not gonna be one roll like a small pool. It would be maybe
two or three rolls because they don't make rolls, as far as I know, they don't make rolls that wide
because of the structure involved.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay, thank you.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much. Members, if there's no further discussion on this item, I would
move to file PED-l 7.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: So moved.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So moved.
COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second.
VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Oh!
CHAIR JOHNSON:
It's been moved by ... (chuckled) ... Councilmember Anderson, seconded by
Councilmember Mateo. Any further discussion? Seeing none. Oh--Councilmember Tavares?
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VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah, Madam Chair. I think we probably will continue the discussion during the
Budget (upcoming Budget sessions) and by then, by that time, we'll have ... urn ... you know, the
Parks Department can provide us more definitive information about the direction and better dates.
Thank you.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. And the Chair, if there is something, you know, basically, that is a new innovation or
there's something new that comes out or a new type of product, I would be happy to bring this item
back. Is there any further discussion? Seeing none. All those in favor, please signify by saying "aye".
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.
CHAIR JOHNSON: Any "nays"?
VOTE:

AYES:

Councilmembers Mateo, Anderson, and Carroll, Vice-Chair
Tavares, and Chair Johnson.

NOES:

None.

ABSTAIN:

None.

ABSENT:

None.

EXC.:

None.

MOTION CARRIED.
ACTION:

FILING OF COMMUNICATION.

CHAIR JOHNSON: There's no "nays", so this measure is going to be filed. Thank you very much, members.
I really appreciate your attendance today. This meeting of the second of March--we're already in
March--it is adjourned.
ADJOURN: 2:32 p.m.
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